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Students at a Bronx elementary school that relocated in 
September due to toxic contamination had for years 
complained of headaches, dizziness and other illnesses. 

Records obtained by the Daily News under the Freedom 
of Information Law show that since 2005 nurses at the 
Bronx New School logged cases of kids suffering 
headaches, vomiting, abnormal gaits or even seizures 
nearly every month. 

In May 2007, 16 students vomited at the Jerome Avenue 
school, records show. During one spell in November 
2010, nurses listed five cases of students with heart 
“palpitations.” And in the late 1990s, one student 
suddenly died of kidney failure. 

“There was obviously something wrong in that building,” 
said one veteran school nurse who reviewed the records. 

The alarming health problems persisted to the point that 
the building’s nurse wrote to supervisors in November 
2009 about “immunity issues” among students and 
“ongoing issues with the air-conditioning and heating 
system” in the school building, according to a source 
who saw the letter. 

City Department of Education officials only announced 
this August that the 300-student, K-to-fifth grade school 
had toxins. Air testing had found unsafe levels of TCE 
(trichlorothene) in the building, which had been 
converted from a factory to a school more than 20 years 
ago. 

TCE, an industrial solvent, is a possible carcinogen. It is 
known to cause headaches, dizziness and nausea — and 
can damage the central nervous system and the kidneys 
when inhaled in large quantities. 

Toxic Bronx School Reported Hundreds of Sick Kids 

 

Toxic Bronx School Reported 

Hundreds of Sick Kids 

 

We have three new members.  Please join me in 

welcoming Sarah, Robin and Dena. 

Sarah Jester lives in Enterprise, Alabama, with her 
husband and four children.  They were exposed to 
mold in their home, and they had leave their home 
and all of their possessions. 
 
Robin Oaks is an attorney, mediator and healer.  She 
lives in Goleta, California, and has had a personal 
experience with mold.  She has trained extensively in a 
wide range of healing modalities including Chinese and 
herbal therapies, qi-gong, energy medicine and 
therapeutic bodywork. 
 
Dena St. Peters lives in Enterprise, Alabama.  She is ill 
because of mold in her home, and the insurance 
company made things worse by mishandling the 
situation and spreading mold throughout the house. 

 
Sarah, Robin and Dena are joining our organization to 
connect with others who have experienced mold 
problems and to help promote awareness of this 
important public health issue. 
 

GIHN Member Announcements 

http://globalindoorhealthnetwork.com/
http://articles.nydailynews.com/2011-11-02/news/30352429_1_bronx-new-school-nurse-air-testing
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A University of Richmond student said he and his 
apartment-mates were disgusted when they discovered 
mold on their bathroom wall during their first week on 
campus this semester. The student, junior Jesse 
Lucabaugh, said he and his apartment-mates reported the 
finding to their resident adviser in the University Forest 
Apartments.  

The RA called University Facilities and the mold was 
promptly removed during their apartment’s scheduled 
weekly bathroom cleaning, he said. Lucabaugh’s main 
concern about the mold was his health, because of his 
mold allergies, he said.  

But he recognizes that mold is more likely to be prevalent 
in the apartments, as dorm bathrooms are cleaned more 
frequently, Lucabaugh said. He said he thought that mold 
was likely to grow in UFA because of the apartments’ age 
and Virginia’s humidity.  

Junior Danielle Stokes, a third-floor resident of Robins 
Hall, did not escape the mold either. Mold grew around 
the air conditioning vent in her room, which made it very 
humid, she said. After she called facilities, staff members 
eliminated the mold, but did not explain its cause or 
relation to potential health concerns, she said.   

Stokes said she was concerned about the lack of 
explanation because of her allergies. She was also 
concerned because her friend, who lived in the same 
building, went to the hospital earlier in the semester for 
treatment for an allergic reaction to mold. 

Mold Found in Living Areas 

 

 

Dirty Secrets of Common Cleaners Revealed 

 
I remember distinctly the first time I truly read a cleaning 
product label. I had just started learning about how 
everyday products are largely unregulated in terms of 
potential health impacts and I thought, “what’s even in the 
cleaning products I’m using?” I picked up a bottle of Pledge, 
flipped it over, and over, and nowhere could I find a simple 
ingredients list. I was dumbfounded. 

I mean, it’s one thing for me to erroneously assume that 
whatever is in a product is safe, but to me it was totally 
another to be using something that was made from 
ingredients I couldn’t even identify. Not only that, I quickly 
found out I didn’t even have a right to know – 
manufacturers had no obligation to tell me. 

Do you know what’s in your cleaners? A new report by 
Women’s Voices for the Earth (WVE), “Dirty Secrets: 
What’s Hiding in Your Cleaning Products?” reveals some 
disturbing facts: They found hidden toxic chemicals in all 
products tested. They included carcinogens, reproductive 
toxins, endocrine disruptors, and allergens. 

• Tide Free & Gentle, a detergent marketed to and 
used by moms for infants’ laundry, contained 1,4-
dioxane, a known cancer-causing chemical, as did 
Bounce Free & Sensitive. 

• Simple Green Naturals also contained 1,4-dioxane 
as well as phthalates, linked to reproductive harm. 
Simple Green All-Purpose cleaner contained 
toluene, linked to pregnancy complications. 

• Glade Touch Odor contained phthalates, linked to 
reproductive harm, and galaxolide, linked to 
hormone disruption. 

• Clorox Clean-Up contained chloroform and carbon 
tetrachloride, both linked to cancer. 

• High levels of allergens appeared in fragranced air 
fresheners, yet there were no warning 
labels.  Allergens were also found in products 
marketed as fragrance-free. 

Consumers deserve to know what chemicals they are being 
exposed to, so that they can easily avoid products that may 
cause allergic reactions or serious long-term health impacts 
like cancer, birth defects, or pregnancy complications.  
 
WVE is calling on Congress to pass new federal legislation 
that requires cleaning product manufacturers to disclose all 
the ingredients they use in their products directly on the 
product label. The Cleaning Products Right to Know Act will 
require household cleaning products to bear a label 
including a full list of product ingredients. 
 
Dirty Secrets of Common Cleaners Revealed 
 

Mold in University of Richmond Apartments 

 

See Mold Leaves Town Hall Unusable on page 3 

Common household cleaners 

 

http://thecollegianur.com/2011/11/10/mold-found-in-living-areas/23777/
http://ecochildsplay.com/2011/11/17/dirty-secrets-of-common-cleaners-revealed/
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Mold Leaves Town Hall Unusable 

It started with a leaky roof, which turned into a mold 
problem, which turned into a health problem. 

Then the furnace - which was blowing mold and dust 
through air ducts installed about 50 years ago - broke. 

And now, Bradford's town hall and police station are no 
longer usable. 

"All I know is, they said I had to move," Bradford Town 
Clerk Sue Pehrson said. 

Municipal offices, including those of the town 
administrator, selectmen and clerk, are moving from 
their historic location on West Main Street to the 
basement of the Bradford Area Community Center. 

The police, whose station was located in the town hall 
building, have been working in a rented trailer in the 
town hall parking lot since the end of August, officials 
said. 

It wasn't until last July, when police officers complained 
of difficulty breathing, sinus pain, extreme fatigue and 
watery eyes that parts of the building became 
uninhabitable. 

Testing showed the mold was strongest in the police 
station, but that it had spread elsewhere in the building 
and was aggravating the allergies of several people in the 
other municipal offices. 

"By noon their eyes would be all red," Behr said. 

Because the situation was so critical, the police moved 
into the trailer around the end of September, even 
though $4,000 had been spent repairing some of the 
mold damage. 

Behr said the situation was becoming frustrating 
because it felt like every time officials went to fix one 
problem with the building, another problem arose 
because of the work. As cold weather sets in, she also 
worries that winter's harsh conditions will cause the 
building to deteriorate even more 

Mold Leaves Town Hall Unusable 

 

In order to protect people from harmful effects of 
asbestos, the Health and Safety Executive has joined 
hands with asbestos training industry, who would give 
free training to all trades people and maintenance 
workers till November. 

The HSE said they have been making repeated 
announcements to all trades people and maintenance 
workers to opt for this free plan. Paul Spurrier, the HSE 
Head of operations in Yorkshire and Humber, was of the 
view that some hours in front of the computer would 
give them benefit. 

Spurrier affirmed, "More than 3,200 people in Yorkshire 
and the Humber died from asbestos-related cancer 
mesothelioma between 2000 and 2009. The death toll 
will continue if trades people and building maintenance 
workers who come across it in their jobs don't protect 
themselves". 

The HSE informed that asbestos could be found 
anywhere and recently they have fined the University of 
Lincoln for leaving students at risk by exposing them to 
the risk of asbestos. The University has been fined 
£10,000. 

In the hearing, HSE inspector Edward Walker said...their 
negligence has not only maligned the University's image 
but they have also compromised the safety of students 
and staff for a long time. 
 
Asbestos Can be Life-Threatening 

Asbestos at Lincoln University 

 

 

See Member Profile: Jim Roby on page 4 

 
Bradford police officer working in a 

trailer outside the town hall building 

http://www.concordmonitor.com/article/291469/mold-leaves-town-hall-unusable?page=0,0&CSAuthResp=1321058839%3Ak8ta1ue48gdtjridvmbldej1q0%3ACSUserId|CSGroupId%3Aapproved%3AD3C3E57C9963CBF0FCD37DECDC2CE76F&CSUserId=94&CSGroupId=1
http://topnews.ae/content/29936-asbestos-can-be-life-threatening
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Member Profile: Jim Roby 

Jim shares his story.  You will enjoy learning about his 
journey and the relationships he has developed with 
others in the industry including other members of GIHN 
in the U.S. and the U.K. 
 
In 1994, while pursuing a career as an International 
Trader, Jim Roby came across an incredible disinfectant 
invented by the late Dr. Vincent Suarino, professor 
emeritus at Florida University. This material was non-
toxic, non-corrosive and non-staining, and it killed all 
classes of microbials and possessed a residual effect. 
Jim secured the rights to market the product and 
coined the trademark SteriChelle.  Thus began an 
amazing journey into the world of the unseen that 
continues to the present day. 
 
Initially, the focus was on cross-contamination of 
bacteria and viruses in hospitals, nursing homes and 
public buildings. However, an apathetic marketplace 
led him to factory farms where, with the addition of ES 
Odoractant invented by our late partner Ed Zacher, 
substantial progress was made in the animal 
containment facilities reducing bacteria, viruses and 
Mal odors such as ammonia and hydrogen sulfide. 
Although effective, the agri sector was depressed price-
wise and widespread usage was not achieved.  
 
Licensing agreements were initiated after SteriChelle 
disinfectant was presented at the first symposium on 
cross-contamination was held in Helsinki, Finland.  For 
a brief moment, there was a world buzz as the World 
Health Organization stated “One of the most serious  
problems facing the planet in the new millennium is 
the control of disease" (microbial contamination). 
Those statements fell seemingly on deaf ears, and Jim 
was lead again to a totally new and emerging market--
mold remediation.  
 
Jim was introduced to Dr. George Riegel, President  
of Healthy Homes in Troy, Michigan, and Connie 
Morbach, President of Sanit Air. Dr. Riegel began using 
the product with great success and Connie tested  
the residual effect in her lab. Dr. Riegel trained Jim in 
the correct practices of the day in remediation, and 
SteriTec Services was established in Cleveland, Ohio, as 
the first mold remediation firm in northeast Ohio.  
 
 
 See Taiwan passes new law on indoor air on page 5 

Fast forward fifteen years, the SteriTec division of STS 
Technology LLC has become one of the leading 
environmental general contractors dealing  
with any and all water-related occurrences from 
foundations to roofs. The team concept has served us 
well as John Massitti , Cleveland Waterproofing, and 
Chris Shumney, CJS Exterior Maintenance, have added  
invaluable experience to solving the rapidly growing 
and evolving world of building science issues.  
 
Fortunately, northeast Ohio is also home to Marko 
Vovk, renowned home inspector and building science 
engineer, as well as Scott Armour, M.S., an 
environmental health sciences and indoor air quality 
expert.  Scott is noted nationally as a co-author of the 
IICRC S520 guidelines and for his contributions to the 
New York protocol. With this combination of talents, 
our team is at the forefront of assessment, 
remediation and total solutions to any water-
damaged building issue. 
 
Cross-contamination continues to be in Jim's sights 
and, with 10-year U.K. partner Dr. Chris Pearson, they 
have established distribution for permanent 
disinfection systems in the U.K. along with Key Health 
and the HydroChem Group. 
 
Jim was recently wed to the former Mary Arvai of Ann 
Arbor, Michigan, and they reside in Bratenahl, Ohio, 
along with daughter Taylor. Son Brandon has been 
with SteriTec for several years. Jim enjoys boating on 
Lake Erie, relaxing at his A-Frame in Put in Bay and 
singing in the church choir. 
 
  
 
  
 

Jim Roby 

 

 

Member Profile: Jim Roby (continued) 
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Taiwan Passes New Law Regarding 

Indoor Air Quality 

 The Indoor Air Quality Management Act, which would 
test and manage the indoor air quality of public areas 
such as the MRT, train stations, cram schools and 
medical facilities, yesterday passed the third reading at 
the Legislative Yuan. 

The act marks an important milestone for directing the 
issue of air pollution from outdoor to indoor premises. If 
air quality inspections find the indoor air quality of such 
facilities below health standards, or that readings have 
been modified to avoid receiving violations, fines may be 
issued from between NT$100,000 and NT$500,000. 

The air quality management act targets public areas, 
such as schools, cram schools (bushibans), medical and 
government organizations, financial institutions, opera 
houses, hotels, post offices as well as public 
transportation platforms. Indoor environments can 
include closed and semi-closed spaces such as 
restaurants, department stores, and even cars, boats, 
and planes. 

Particular air quality requirements are given to different 
premises depending on their size, area, and exposure. 
The Environmental Protection Administration (EPA) and 
other environmental agencies can conduct unscheduled 
inspections, testing for excessive levels of CO2, VOCs, 
formaldehyde, TVOC, bacteria, fungi and other airborne 
pollutants.  

Indoor or semi-indoor public premises found with 
substandard air quality will be given a chance to make 
improvements. During that period, operators or owners 
of the area are required to make public the air quality by 
posting a notice.  The notice should be in a conspicuous 
place near the entrance of the premise and should state 
clearly that the indoor air quality is substandard and 
currently undergoing improvements. Failure to make 
improvements will result in a fine of up to NT$250,000. 

For large public buildings with a high flow of indoor 
occupants, the act stipulates for “automatic monitoring 
equipment” to be installed to continuously monitor the 
indoor air quality. The monitor data should be instantly 
displayed in a conspicuous location at the entrance of 
the building.  

Second Nation in the World 

Taiwan Passes New Law Regarding 

Indoor Air Quality (continued) 

 
Second Nation in the World 

With the legislative passing of the Indoor Air Quality 
Management Act, Taiwan joined South Korea and 
become the second nation in the world to enact a 
law regulating indoor air quality. 

South Korea's Indoor Air Quality Control in Public Use 
Facilities, etc., Act was enacted in 2004 after many 
revisions. Taiwan's Indoor Air Quality Management 
Act, the EPA said, is coming at good time.  

While much focus is placed on regulating the outdoor 
environment, the EPA pointed out that most 
Taiwanese people spend roughly 90 percent of their 
time indoors. As indoor air quality has a direct and 
immediate influence on human health, more 
importance on indoor air pollution has come to light 
in recent years.  

The EPA plans to target public premises where 
employees work in closed-off environments, 
monitoring to see if air conditioning and other 
ventilation are adequate in abetting air circulation. 
Taiwan's humidity also makes it a hotbed for 
biological pollutants such as bacteria, fungi and mold. 

Public Indoor Air Quality Legislation Passes 3rd Reading 

Related articles: 
 
Air Quality in Hospitals, Schools to be Regulated by Law 
 
Indoor Air Quality Management Act Passed 

 

See Rising Water in Queens on page 6 

 
Taiwan--Second Country in the World 

to pass an Indoor Air Quality law 

 

http://www.chinapost.com.tw/taiwan/national/national-news/2011/11/09/322391/Public-indoor.htm
http://focustaiwan.tw/ShowNews/WebNews_Detail.aspx?Type=aSOC&ID=201111100026
http://focustaiwan.tw/SearchNews/doDetail.aspx?id=201111080027&q=indoor
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Working Together for Healthy Indoor Environments 

Rising Water Levels in Southeast 

Queens Still a Problem 

Mold spores several inches in diameter cover the 
walls of homes in St. Albans. In Jamaica, hoses 
running from basements constantly drain the filthy 
water that has leaked inside. 

The level of standing water underground in southeast 
Queens is rising and washing away the quality of life 
for many residents, damaging their homes and 
potentially their health, according to local politicians. 

Assembly member William Scarborough hosted a 
meeting to discuss the issue at The Robert Ross 
Johnson Family Life Corner in St. Albans on Thursday, 
November 10. Officials offered attendees the 
opportunity to submit a form describing the extent of 
damage done to their homes by rising water. Over 200 
forms were collected. 

“We’re seeking to motivate the community because 
this has got to be solved,” said Scarborough. 

Rising water levels in southeast Queens have been a 
problem since 1996, when the area’s local water 
supplier, Jamaica Water Supply, was overtaken by the 
Department of Environmental Preservation (DEP). 
Southeast Queens was the last area of the city to be 
acquired by the DEP, the organization that provides 
water for all of New York City. 

According to Scarborough, instead of taking water 
from one of the 69 previously present underground 
wells in the area, the DEP brought in water from other 
sources, causing the ground water level to rise. The 
standing water is now almost at surface level. 

“The city had to know there would be a consequence,” 
said Scarborough.  About 10 years ago, the DEP 
realized there was widespread flooding. 

Rising Water Levels in Southeast Queens Still a 
Problem 

 

 

 

Quick Links 

Next Newsletter: Friday, December 2, 2011 

Website:  http://globalindoorhealthnetwork.com 
 
Members: 
http://globalindoorhealthnetwork.com/members.html 
 
Health Effects: 
http://globalindoorhealthnetwork.com/health_effects.html 
 

 

Mold on the furniture, growing on the ceilings and 
walls, even on clothes. 

Malik Ali, who's been renting out an apartment on 
Stewart Avenue with his wife and four children since 
July, says the problem started a couple of months ago 
and it's been getting steadily worse. 

He says he's concerned about his family's health and 
tells us he had an asthma attack, just the other night. 

"Five times, I got an asthma attack in my bed. My son is 
bleeding yesterday night, in the nose", he said. 

Public health officials have sent him a letter, advising 
him he'll have to leave the apartment in the next two 
weeks because it's a health hazard. 

Family Dealing with Serious Mold Problem 
__________________________________________ 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

Family Dealing with Serious Mold 

Problem, Landlord is No Help 

Rising water level in Queens 

causing mold and water damage 

 

 

http://queenscourier.com/2011/rising-water-levels-in-southeast-queens-still-a-problem/
http://queenscourier.com/2011/rising-water-levels-in-southeast-queens-still-a-problem/
http://globalindoorhealthnetwork.com/
http://globalindoorhealthnetwork.com/members.html
http://globalindoorhealthnetwork.com/health_effects.html
http://www.cjad.com/CJADLocalNews/entry.aspx?BlogEntryID=10311069

