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A major scientific report issued by 13 federal agencies on 
Friday (November 23) presents the starkest warnings to 
date of the consequences of climate change for the 
United States, predicting that if significant steps are not 
taken to rein in global warming, the damage will knock 
as much as 10 percent off the size of the American 
economy by century’s end. 
 
In direct language, the 1,656-page assessment lays out 
the devastating effects of a changing climate on the 
economy, health and environment, including record 
wildfires in California, crop failures in the Midwest and 
crumbling infrastructure in the South.  
 
Going forward, American exports and supply chains 
could be disrupted, agricultural yields could fall to 1980s 
levels by midcentury and fire season could spread to the 
Southeast, the report finds. 
 
All told, the report says, climate change could slash up to 
a tenth of gross domestic product by 2100, more than 
double the losses of the Great Recession a decade ago. 
 
The report puts the most precise price tags to date on 
the cost to the United States economy of projected 
climate impacts: $141 billion from heat-related deaths, 
$118 billion from sea level rise and $32 billion from 
infrastructure damage by the end of the century, among 
others. 
 
The findings come a month after the Intergovernmental 
Panel on Climate Change, a group of scientists convened 
by the United Nations, issued its most alarming and 
specific report to date about the severe economic and 
humanitarian crises expected to hit the world by 2040. 
 
To read the article, click here.  
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Higher Education’s Spreading 

Problem: How Colleges are Struggling 

with Campus Mold 

See Colleges Struggling with Mold on page 3 

Now more than 500 students have been evacuated 
from the university’s mold-infested Elkton Hall to 
nearby hotels. 

Indiana University at Bloomington is also fighting an 
influx of mold. The flagship campus is mitigating the 
outbreak with the help of its new emergency-
operations center, a facility originally designed to deal 
with disasters like tornadoes and floods. 

About 150 students have been displaced by mold, said 
John S. Applegate, executive vice president for 
university academic affairs. Those students, primarily 
from McNutt and Foster Quads, have been moved into 
temporary housing, including lounges, other dorm 
rooms, and hotels. 

Some of those students have sued the university. The 
lawsuit, which seeks class-action status, alleges that the 
university did not respond to multiple requests to 
remove the mold, and has not provided detailed 
information about the type of mold or plans for 
cleanup. 

A spokesman for the university said it cannot comment 
on pending litigation. 

The university typically handles mold complaints on a 
case-by-case basis, Applegate said. But this year’s 
outbreak is of a different magnitude. “There’s every 
reason to believe,” he said, “that we’re looking at new 
climatic normal.” 

…continued on page 3 

Higher Education’s Spreading 

Problem: How Colleges are Struggling 

with Campus Mold (cont’d) 

A giant dehumidifier that sounds like a vacuum cleaner 
was placed in the hallway outside Megan Wilson’s dorm 
room several weeks ago at the University of Tennessee at 
Knoxville to ward off a menace: mold. 

Wilson, a sophomore pre-med student majoring in 
biological sciences, said she didn’t grasp the severity of 
the mold outbreak until she was driving home for fall 
break, stopped for gas, and noticed a flurry of texts from 
friends. 

The university had just notified students that Wilson’s 
dorm, Laurel Hall, would be evacuated and closed for the 
remainder of the year. Wilson and her roommate were 
soon assigned to another residence hall with two other 
women she had never met before. Her family drove into 
town to help her move ahead of a week jam-packed with 
exams. 

“I realize that housing is doing the best that they can,” 
she said. “But this is definitely an inconvenient thing to 
have to deal with, and definitely made my semester 
harder than it already was.” 

Tennessee’s flagship campus is one of many universities 
battling mold this fall after a summer with lots of rain and 
high humidity, which some experts are blaming on 
climate change. Students across the country have been 
forced to evacuate mold-infested residence halls. 
Campuses are scrambling to patch together emergency 
plans while easing student and parent concerns. 

There’s always mold in the air, especially in eastern 
Tennessee, said Dave Irvin, Knoxville’s associate vice 
chancellor for facilities services. But this year’s outbreak 
has been anything but ordinary. 

“It's been a bigger issue and happening more places this 
year than in quite a while.” 

“It’s been a bigger issue and happening more places this 
year than in quite a while,” he said. Students at the 
University of Maryland at College Park were relocated to 
air-conditioned lecture halls, lounges, and student centers 
to escape the heat.  

 



 

Page 3 Global Indoor Health Network 

 
 
 
 
 

Higher Education’s Spreading Problem: 

How Colleges are Struggling with 

Campus Mold (cont’d) 

Continued from page 2… 

Heat and humidity are partly to blame for this year’s 
mold outbreak. Poor maintenance of campus facilities 
could also be at fault. 

“Many parts of the country this year experienced 
above-average precipitation. If maintenance has been 
deferred, schools in these regions may find themselves 
with leaking roofs, broken pipes, unbalanced HVAC 
systems, etc., all of which can contribute to excessive 
moisture and subsequent mold growth,” wrote the U.S. 
Environmental Protection Agency in an emailed 
statement. 

The sheer size of a campus can make maintenance 
tougher. “We have 22 million square feet on this 
campus,” Knoxville’s Irvin said. “Obviously that’s a much 
bigger challenge than when we’re at home making sure 
it’s not growing in our kitchen.” 

A 2017 report by Sightlines, a facilities-planning 
company for higher education, said campus space grew 
10 percent from 2007 to 2016. Growth in campus space 
also outpaced enrollment for the fourth year in a row, 
according to the report. 

“While our research indicates that institutions are 
taking steps to invest more strategically in facilities 
resources, the vast majority continue to underestimate 
the renewal needs of deteriorating spaces while 
pushing high-risk investments into new facilities,” said 
Mark Schiff, president of Sightlines, in the report. 
 
As colleges and universities set their sights on new 
construction, many are still home to aging facilities. 
Knoxville, for example, has 100-year-old buildings, Irvin 
said. They have older mechanical systems and aren’t as 
efficient at maintaining temperatures, he said. 
 
Last summer Kutztown University of Pennsylvania spent 
$2 million on HVAC repairs to thwart mold that had 
provoked an outcry from faculty members.  
 
To read the article, click here. 

Additional Stories About Mold on 

College Campuses 

 The following is a list of a few additional articles about 
mold on colleges campuses. These are only from the last 
45 days. There are many more articles similar to these.  

More than 500 Mold Reports on Campus in Past Year.  
November 12, 2018. Click here. 

Students at Multiple Kentucky Universities Forced to 
Move. November 12, 2018. Click here. 

Western Kentucky University closing Dorm to Remove 
Mold. November 10, 2018. Click here. 

Students at William Paterson University are Living in 
Mold-Infested Dorm. October 11, 2018. Click here. 

Mold Found in More University of Tennessee Dorms; 
Over 100 Students Dump Housing Contracts. October 19, 
2018. Click here.  

Mold Found at Two New Jersey Universities. October 17, 
2018. Click here. 

Parents are Concerned About Mold Found in Indiana 
University Dorms. October 12, 2018. Click here. 

University of Pittsburgh at Johnston Dorm Tested 
Positive for Mold. October 15, 2018. Click here. 

State University of New York (SUNY) Westbury Students 
Say Mold is Making Them Sick. October 15, 2018. Click 
here. 

See Military Families Battle Mice, Mold on page 4 

 

https://www.chronicle.com/article/Higher-Ed-s-Spreading/245091
https://wkuherald.com/news/more-than-mold-reports-on-campus-in-past-year/article_2f8f0da0-e6e5-11e8-8118-1f4a174eef09.html?utm_medium=social&utm_source=twitter&utm_campaign=user-share
https://www.kentucky.com/news/local/education/article221525380.html
http://www.messenger-inquirer.com/western-kentucky-university-closing-dorm-to-remove-mold/article_d3a59719-56d6-5cf7-8459-917056ac5391.html
https://pix11.com/2018/10/11/william-paterson-university-students-are-living-in-mold-infested-dorms/
https://www.knoxnews.com/story/news/education/2018/10/19/ut-mold-found-more-ut-dorms-over-100-students-opt-out-contracts/1697689002/
http://newjersey.news12.com/story/39300335/mold-found-at-two-new-jersey-universities
https://www.wthr.com/article/parents-are-concerned-about-mold-found-iu-dorms
https://wjactv.com/news/local/university-of-pittsburgh-at-johnstown-dorm-tested-positive-for-mold
http://longisland.news12.com/story/39288049/suny-old-westbury-students-say-mold-is-making-them-sick


 

Page 4 

 
Global Indoor Health Network 

  
Military Families Battle Mice, Mold 

and Mushrooms at the Mercy of 

Private Landlords 

U.S. military families living on base housing find 
themselves at the whims of powerful private landlords 
as they battle mold, mice, mushroom and cockroach 
infestations, a blockbuster Reuters investigation details. 

On the sprawling Marine Corps base at Camp 
Pendleton, California, one Marine family claimed they 
complained of a mice infestation to the Lincoln Military 
Housing, a private company that controls most of 
Pendleton’s base housing, Reuters reported. 

The couple subsequently was billed $1,084 from Lincoln 
to clean up a contaminated carpet after several 
attempts to rid the property of mice; Lincoln claims the 
infestation was a result of the Marine family’s poor 
housekeeping, Reuters reported. 

“When families have concerns or problems, there is a 
clear process for escalating complaints to our company 
and other private partners, housing officers in the 
military, and ultimately the base command,” Lincoln 
Military Housing said in a statement to Marine Corps 
Times. “Our goal and responsibility ― and that of the 
military ― is to ensure military families have safe, 
secure and quality housing and we both take that 
responsibility very seriously.” 

But it’s one example of more than 100 families across 
Navy, Army, Marine Corps and Air Force bases that 
detailed to Reuters their hardships in dealing with 
private companies and landlords controlling the military 
base housing industry, which is estimated to bring in 
$3.9 billion in military housing stipends in 2018. 

The problem, according to Reuters: Military families 
have few rights and resources to take on mega private 
companies. 

Tenant rights are set by contracts between the military 
and private landlords that can give control of base 
housing for 50 years, Reuters reported. But those 
contracts lack basic protections generally afforded to 
civilians. In California, for example, tenants can get out 
of leases in substandard housing or have their rent 
reduced to pay for damages and repairs. 

 

A couple of the biggest problems military families faced 
living in base housing was rodents and mold, and nearly 
twenty families described outbreaks of mold, Reuters 
detailed in its investigation. 
 
One Army family living in base housing at Fort Belvoir, 
Virginia, from 2016-2017, said they were fighting 
cockroaches, a leaky ceiling and mice, according to 
Reuters. 
 
“They are in our ventilation system through our air vents, 
peeing and pooping everywhere,” Kimberly Strauf, the 
wife of an Army officer, told Reuters. 
 
The infestations can pose serious health issues. 
 
Some of the families on Camp Pendleton living in base 
housing operated by Lincoln shared letters from doctors 
with Reuters asking housing officials to investigate. 
 
One 3-year-old had been in the doctor’s office “7 times 
with respiratory related illnesses,” a doctor’s note said, as 
reported by Reuters. “I am concerned that the mold in 
the home is a contributing factor,” the note said. 
 
Reuters reported that commanders at Camp Pendleton 
are relatively powerless to solve some of the housing 
issues and lack enforcement powers. 
 
To read the article, click here.  For additional articles 
about mold in military housing, check out our Newsletters 
(posted on our website). 

Military Families Battle Mice, Mold 

and Mushrooms at the Mercy of 

Private Landlords (cont’d) 

See Chemicals in Brooklyn housing on page 5 

https://www.militarytimes.com/news/2018/11/04/military-families-battle-mice-mold-and-mushrooms-at-the-mercy-of-powerful-private-landlords/#.W-MbILwVyuQ.twitter
https://www.globalindoorhealthnetwork.com/GIHN-newsletters
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Earlier this year as part of its ongoing cleanup of toxic 
sites, test results were submitted to the state Department 
of Environmental Conservation from a vacant city-owned 
lot next door to the NYCHA project, which housed a dry- 
cleaning operation from 1949 to 1965. 

The dry cleaning is long gone, but the results showed 
elevated levels of tetrachloroethylene and petroleum 
throughout the soil and in groundwater, records show. 
The state DEC told The News Monday that the results of 
the tests are currently under review. 

In April 2015, a city-hired contractor excavating site 
adjacent to the Saratoga Village building on the same lot 
found elevated levels of petroleum in the soil, documents 
obtained by The News from the Binghamton, N.Y.-based 
environmental consultant Toxics Targeting show. 

The report states that the city Department of 
Environmental Protection was building what’s called a 
bioswale — a pool designed to trap water runoff — at the 
site. During the excavation, the “contractor noted some 
smelly soil.” A consultant tested the soil and found it was 
contaminated with petroleum, the records state. 

“Lead paint, poisonous mold, contaminated water tanks 
— and now, toxic air for families who live in public 
housing,” said the Rev. David Brawley, leader of Metro 
IAF. “Under Mayor de Blasio, half a million black and 
Latino New Yorkers are getting sicker and angrier.” 

Brawley called on the mayor to order immediate testing 
of the entire building “and implement common-sense air 
filtration and circulation solutions. It's time to make all 
the needed repairs to make public housing safe for our 
children, families & seniors.”  To read the article, click 
here. 

A Brooklyn NYCHA development located next to land 
that’s been tainted by dry cleaning and petroleum 
spills recently registered alarming levels of chemicals in 
indoor air, the Daily News has learned. 

Sensors installed inside five randomly chosen 
apartments throughout the 16-story Saratoga Village 
development in Brownsville consistently detected 
levels of volatile organic compounds far greater than 
those the federal government deems acceptable. 

From July 16 through Wednesday, NYCHA consultant 
BlocPower found high chemical levels inside 
apartments on the fifth, 10th and 14th floors of the 
125-unit building at 33 Saratoga Ave. The detected 
chemicals could include benzene — a compound found 
in petroleum — and tetrachloroethylene, a compound 
found in dry-cleaning. 

The disturbing test results come as NYCHA 
management has been caught lying about its failure 
to perform required lead paint inspections and the 
revelation that more than 1,100 children living in 
NYCHA apartments have tested positive for lead 
poisoning since 2012. After the exposure of this long-
running cover-up, the authority in June agreed to the 
appointment of a federal monitor. 

“Why is it that families within NYCHA constantly have 
to bear the health burdens of mismanagement and 
neglect?” asked Brooklyn Councilwoman Alicka Ampry-
Samuel, chairwoman of the Public Housing Committee.  

“Is it because families in NYCHA are people of color, 
and most from low economic backgrounds? We have 
constantly witnessed a lack of response and urgency 
when it comes to these major concerns and, 
unfortunately, we are now seeing the consequences, 
and families are becoming sick. We need to act now to 
make all the needed repairs to make public housing 
safe and healthy for our children and families.” 

The source of the chemicals at Saratoga Village 
remains unknown, but The News found evidence that 
land next door has been found to be contaminated. 

See Judge Rejects Government’s Plan on page 6 

Alarming Levels of Chemicals Found 

Inside Brooklyn Public Housing 

Alarming Levels of Chemicals Found 

Inside Brooklyn Public Housing (cont’d) 

 

https://www.nydailynews.com/new-york/ny-metro-nycha-toxic-chemicals-apartments-20180906-story.html
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A Manhattan judge Wednesday killed the feds’ plan to 
have a court-appointed monitor overhaul the city’s 
troubled housing agency — saying that’s the 
responsibility of others, including HUD and Mayor de 
Blasio. 

Federal Judge William Pauley said he KO’d the plan, 
which was hashed out by the Manhattan US Attorney’s 
office and City Hall, partly because it asks the courts to 
fix a problem in the domain of the US Department of 
Housing and Urban Development, which is run by 
President Trump-appointee Ben Carson, and City Hall. 

Pauley added that besides, the plan doesn’t have the 
enforcement teeth it needs to make NYCHA — which 
already has admitting lying to the feds over a lead-
paint debacle — clean up its act. 

“At heart, the proposed decree would bring about an 
unwarranted — and as far as this Court is aware, 
unprecedented — judicial usurpation of 
responsibilities that Congress has expressly entrusted 
to HUD, a Cabinet-level department of the Executive,” 
Pauley wrote in his decision. 

The judge also said de Blasio, Gov. Cuomo and 
NYCHA’s interim chair, Stanley Brezenoff, should step 
up to the plate and do something rather than just hand 
the problem off to the Manhattan US Attorney’s 
Office. 

The New York City Housing Authority oversees low-
income apartment complexes across the city that are 
plagued with pests, toxic mold and poisonous lead 
paint. 

Pauley suggested that the officials start by replacing 
NYCHA’s management, some of whom knew about 
major issues — such as the lead paint that was 
poisoning kids — but did nothing to stop them. 

The judge’s 52-page ruling also questioned the funding 
promised by the plan. It includes more than $2 billion 
in the next 10 years promised by the city over and 
above what they had previously budgeted to fix 
NYCHA. To read the article, click here. 

 

It’s just not enough, the judge said. 

Judge Rejects Government’s Plan to 

Take Over NYC Housing Authority 

 

 

 

Read more: 

http://dailycaller.com/2017/01/27/feder

al-office-building-exposed-govt-

employees-to-black-

mold/#ixzz4c6Kk07g0 

See WHO Report on Tobacco on page 7 

NYPD Forced to Junk More than a 

Dozen Cars Due to Mold 

Mold has taken over an NYPD fleet-services facility in 
Manhattan, resulting in the junking of more than a dozen 
infested department vehicles, law enforcement sources 
told The Post. 
 
A slew of cars parked in the basement of NYPD Service 
Station 9 — located at 669 W. 158th St. under an overpass 
for Riverside Drive West — were found growing musty-
smelling mold in August, sources said. 
 
The police cars were so badly damaged from the mold that 
14 of them were ordered condemned on August 9, a 
source said. 
 
“There was mold growing inside the car all over the seat, 
steering wheel and armrest,” another source said. “It 
looked like a science project.” 
 
New exhaust fans were put in the basement — where 
repairs are done to department cars — and the NYPD 
stopped storing vehicles down there, according to sources. 
 
A car inadvertently was left in the basement on 
Wednesday and by Thursday it had grown mold. To read 
the article, click here. 
 
 

At heart, the proposed decree 

would bring about an unwarranted 

— and as far as this Court is aware, 

unprecedented — judicial 

usurpation of responsibilities that 

Congress has expressly entrusted 

to HUD, a Cabinet-level 

department of the Executive. 

 

https://nypost.com/2018/11/14/judge-rejects-governments-plan-to-take-over-nyc-housing-authority/
https://nypost.com/2018/10/19/nypd-forced-to-junk-more-than-a-dozen-cars-due-to-mold/
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WHO Report: Tobacco and Its 

Environmental Impact 

From the Introduction: 
 
The world faces many environmental challenges. Healthy 
soil, an adequate supply of clean and fresh water and 
clean air are just a few of the basic necessities that 
enable humans to live, but which are strained by 
growing populations and the human demand for the 
Earth’s precious resources. 
 
Tobacco threatens many of the Earth’s resources. Its 
impact is felt in ways that extend far beyond the 
effects of the smoke released into the air by tobacco 
products when consumed. The harmful impact of the 
tobacco industry in terms of deforestation, climate 
change, and the waste it produces is vast and growing, 
and until now these aspects of the tobacco control 
picture have received relatively little attention from 
researchers and policy-makers. 
 
From the Executive Summary: 
 
Tobacco use is now a well-documented threat to global 
health. It kills more than 7 million people a year and is 
currently the world’s single biggest cause of preventable 
death. Much of what is known about the risks of 
tobacco, however, concerns the direct impact (in terms 
of morbidity and mortality) of first-hand and second-
hand smoke on people’s health.  
 
What we have yet to do as a public health community is 
draw attention to the myriad other ways in which 
tobacco growth, production and consumption impact 
human development. 
 
Understanding the environmental impact of tobacco is 
important for several reasons. These include the fact 
that it allows us to gauge some of the risks caused by 
tobacco production which are currently excluded from 
estimates of tobacco mortality (such as poor air quality 
and pesticide use), and its impact more broadly on 
development – including economic stability, food 
security, and gender equality.  
 
The Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) show that 
health cannot be considered in isolation from a host of 
other factors, of which the environment is one.  
 

Recognizing the harmful impact of tobacco in terms of 
indoor pollution and on biodiversity turns tobacco 
from an issue of individual well-being to one of global 
well-being. It also means that tobacco can no longer be 
categorized simply as a health threat – it is a threat to 
human development as a whole. This issue requires a 
whole of government and whole of society approach 
and engagement. 
 
This overview assembles existing evidence on the ways 
in which tobacco affects human well-being from an 
environmental perspective – i.e. the indirect social and 
economic damage caused by the cultivation, 
production, distribution, consumption, and waste 
generated by tobacco products.  
 
It uses a life cycle analysis to track tobacco use across 
the full process of cultivation, production and 
consumption: from cradle to grave – or perhaps more 
appropriately, to the many graves of its users. 
 
In doing so it draws attention to gaps in the scientific 
evidence – particularly where the only data 
available are those currently self-reported by the 
tobacco companies themselves – and indicates where 
objective research could hold the greatest benefits to 
improving understanding of the relationship between 
tobacco and the environment. Its purpose is to mobilize 
governments, policymakers, researchers and the global 
community, including relevant UN agencies, to address  
some of the challenges identified, and to amplify 
advocacy efforts beyond health by showing how deep 
the roots of tobacco really extend. 
 
To read the report, click here.  

See 20th Anniversary of Tobacco Settlement on page 8 

Recognizing the harmful 
impact of tobacco in 

terms of indoor pollution 
and on biodiversity turns 
tobacco from an issue of 
individual well-being to 
one of global well-being. 

WHO Report: Tobacco and Its 

Environmental Impact (cont’d) 

http://apps.who.int/iris/bitstream/handle/10665/255574/9789241512497-eng.pdf;jsessionid=6F5028AA4F9F8D915E455DFB3106D40A?sequence=1
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See Vermont’s Iconic Statehouse on page 9 

 

Despite receiving huge annual sums 
from tobacco settlements and 

collecting billions more in tobacco 
taxes---in the past 20 years, states 

have by and large failed to fund 
tobacco prevention and cessation 
programs at the levels needed to 

drive down smoking rates. 

While at the time of the MSA, many states did establish 
tobacco control programs - very few states have funded 
them at Centers for Disease Control and Prevention 
(CDC)-recommended levels over the last 20 years.  
 
And only one state funded these programs at CDC-
recommended levels in fiscal year 2018, according to 
the Lung Association’s annual “State of Tobacco 
Control” report.  
 
In Fiscal Year 2018, the states collected $27.5 billion 
from tobacco settlement payments and taxes. But they 
will spend less than 3 percent of it – $721.6 million – 
on programs to prevent kids from smoking and help 
smokers quit.  
 
The good news is that when it comes to helping smokers 
quit, we know what works – tobacco control efforts. 
Perhaps just as importantly, states have a way to pay for 
it through the Tobacco Master Settlement Agreement 
funds.  
 
All that remains is for states to do the right thing for 
the health of residents, and to fund these tobacco 
control efforts at appropriate levels.  
 
We’ll see a strong return on investment not only for 
lives saved and a reduction in tobacco-related disease, 
but also in reduced healthcare costs. It’s the smart 
thing to do—we just need our leaders to find the will 
to make it happen. 
 
To read the November 20, 2018, article from the 
American Lung Association, click here. To read a related 
article from the United Nations about the ways that 
tobacco companies are interfering with government 
efforts to regulate tobacco products, click here. 

Twenty years ago, four major tobacco companies settled 
a court case with 46 states and the District of Columbia. 
The Tobacco Master Settlement Agreement (MSA) 
remains the largest civil settlement in U.S. history, and as 
a result, kids are better protected from tobacco 
marketing (see you later Joe Camel!). The funding from 
the settlement was intended to be allocated to lifesaving 
tobacco control efforts in states, not just when the 
agreement was signed, but through annual payments by 
the tobacco companies to the states forever due to the 
death and disease their products cause. 
 
The American Lung Association knows the value of the 
MSA funds firsthand, as it has funded and implemented 
programs and services that benefit millions of 
Americans. The American Lung Association’s tollfree 
Lung HelpLine and Tobacco QuitLine was funded in part 
by MSA funds, and offers free, on-demand quit smoking 
support from tobacco treatment specialists and 
registered nurses that has successfully helped hundreds 
of thousands of smokers quit. 
 
With MSA funding the Lung Association is helping 
smokers quit with proven methods through the Freedom 
From Smoking® program in both Hawaii and Ohio, and 
we are also working to help prevent kids from beginning 
smoking in Ohio, Wisconsin, West Virginia, Idaho, 
Pennsylvania, Vermont, Nevada, Arkansas and more. 
Funding is also helping to secure more smoke-free 
spaces in New Mexico, Alaska and Nevada. 
 
However, as we ask in our annual “State of Tobacco 
Control” report – a report which grades states on their 
efforts to implement tobacco control policies and help 
smokers quit – are states doing enough? 
 
Programs like these are a lifeline for smokers trying to 
quit, workers trying to protect themselves from the 
harms of secondhand smoke and preventing kids from 
ever starting tobacco use; however, states aren’t always 
using the MSA funds toward these efforts. In fact, as 
we’ve reported before, despite receiving huge annual 
sums from tobacco settlements and collecting billions 
more in tobacco taxes; in the past 20 years, states have 
by and large failed to fund tobacco prevention and 
cessation programs at the levels needed to drive down 
smoking rates. 

20th Anniversary of Tobacco Master 

Settlement Agreement 

20th Anniversary of Tobacco Master 

Settlement Agreement (cont’d) 

https://www.lung.org/about-us/blog/2018/11/anniversary-of-tobacco-msa.html
https://news.un.org/en/story/2018/10/1022252
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Vermont’s Iconic Statehouse Beset 

by Mold Infestation 

 A mold infestation in the Vermont Statehouse has 
rendered 14 legislative committee rooms temporarily 
unfit for human occupancy. 

Commissioner of Buildings and General Services Chris 
Cole says his department will have the problem resolved 
before lawmakers return for the legislative session in 
January, but estimates costs for the cleanup project will 
hit $500,000. 

“We have to replace rugs, we have to replace books, we 
have to replace anything where we have surface mold,” 
Cole says. 

The Vermont Statehouse is one of the oldest capitol 
buildings in the country, which makes it a fascinating 
place for tourists, but a beguiling one for building 
engineers. 

Cole says the building’s “antiquated HVAC system” can’t 
heat up the outside air as it enters the interior of the 
Statehouse, which has created a moisture problem 
inside. “And that is not beneficial for the furnishings or 
anything else which could grow mold,” Cole says. 

Cole says the hot, humid weather earlier this summer 
exacerbated the problem. Also, he says someone forgot 
to reset the temperature in the committee rooms to 72 
degrees when lawmakers left town in late June. Instead, 
they remained set in the 60s, which led to even more 
condensation. 

Right now, Cole says the 14 committee rooms affected 
by the mold aren’t safe for human occupants. He says 
his department will make sure they’re up to snuff before 
lawmakers return for the legislative session in January. 

It isn’t the first time the Statehouse has been beset by 
mold problems, though Cole says this year is by far the 
worst. He says he’ll propose a more permanent solution 
for the Statehouse’s moisture problem to lawmakers 
early next year. He says it’s still unclear how much the 
overhaul will cost. 

To read the article, click here. 

Christie and Mike D’Andrea are rebuilding their lives 
after they lost their home. 
 
“It's like having a house fire, you lose everything, it’s 
tragic,” said homeowner Christie D’Andrea. “You say 
your house is full of mold and you’ve lost everything-- 
people kind of look at you and go, what?” 
 
The couple closed on a newly constructed $481,000 
home on Birch Street in Pembroke in December 2014. 
 
They moved in on New Year’s Day and Mike proposed 
in the front yard. But their new beginning took a 
disastrous turn weeks later when they discovered mold 
in the attic and water in the basement. 
 
“I just wish we had never bought it, it turned into such 
a nightmare,” said D’Andrea. “I wish we had never 
found the listing. I wish we never embarked on this.” 
 
They were having health issues they blamed on toxic 
mold exposure. Mike said he had lost sixty pounds and 
Christie complained of numbness in her hands and 
arms. They say their doctor advised them to move out 
and take nothing with them. 
 
“It’s like a mausoleum, our clothes are still hanging in 
the closet,” said Christie. “Our memorabilia is still under 
the beds, wedding pictures are still on the walls.” 
 
“Water flows into the basement every time we have 
melting snow or a couple of days after it rains,” said 
Christie. “Water seeps up from the water table because 
there is nowhere for it to go. The house sits in it.” To 
read the article, click here. 

New House Nightmare; House Should Have 

Been Built Above the Water Table 

See Tech Execs…Wi-Fi devices on page 10 

 

 

http://digital.vpr.net/post/vermonts-iconic-statehouse-beset-mold-infestation#stream/0
https://www.necn.com/news/new-england/New-House-nightmare-499976121.html


 

Page 10 

 
Global Indoor Health Network 

 
 
 
  

Tech Execs Are Keeping Wi-Fi Devices 

Out of Their Children’s Schools 

 It wasn’t long ago that the worry was that rich students 
would have access to the internet earlier, gaining tech 
skills and creating a digital divide. Schools ask students 
to do homework online, while only about two-thirds of 
people in the U.S. have broadband internet service. But 
now, as Silicon Valley’s parents increasingly panic over 
the impact screens have on their children and move 
toward screen-free lifestyles, worries over a new digital 
divide are rising. 

Parents say there is a growing technological divide 
between public and private schools even in the same 
community. While the private Waldorf School of the 
Peninsula, popular with Silicon Valley executives, 
eschews most screens, the nearby public Hillview 
Middle School advertises its 1:1 iPad program. 

The psychologist Richard Freed, who wrote a book 
about the dangers of screen-time for children and how 
to connect them back to real world experiences, 
divides his time between speaking before packed 
rooms in Silicon Valley and his clinical practice with 
low-income families in the far East Bay, where he is 
often the first one to tell parents that limiting screen-
time might help with attention and behavior issues. 

“I go from speaking to a group in Palo Alto who have 
read my book to Antioch, where I am the first person to 
mention any of these risks,” Dr. Freed said. 

Some parents, pediatricians and teachers around the 
country are pushing back. 

“Our kids, my kids included, we are subjecting them to 
one of the biggest social experiments we have seen in 
a long time,” she said. “What happens to my daughter 
if she can’t communicate over dinner — how is she 
going to find a spouse? How is she going to interview 
for a job?” 

Ms. Boan has three pilots running with about 40 
parents in each, looking at best practices for getting 
kids off phones and screens. Overland Park’s Chamber 
of Commerce is supporting the work, and the city is 
working to incorporate elements of digital wellness into 
its new strategic vision. To read the article, click here. 
In a related article, they say “screens are poison.” 

 

GIHN Note: This is good news. The cell tower companies 
plan to put 5G equipment everywhere (every 500 feet in 
residential areas, schools etc.), and the City of 
Sebastopol proved that you can oppose these towers 
and win. We can protect our families from this 
increased radiation. 
 
In the request to deny Verizon’s application for these 
small cell towers that will be used for 5G, the EMF 
Safety Network (on behalf of the City of Sebastopol) 
said: 
 
This application would begin to lay the groundwork for 
5G, which requires a dense network of cell towers. The 
proposed towers would add unsightly equipment, 
overload poles, devalue property, and increase radio 
frequency radiation (RFR) in our neighborhoods. Peer-
reviewed published science shows RFR can cause a wide 
range of health problems: sleep problems, heart 
arrhythmias, anxiety, headaches, ringing in the ears, 
cancer and more. (The BioInitiative Report references 
more than 3,800 peer-reviewed published studies on 
this subject.) 
 
“Small cell” is a junkyard on a pole. Small cell towers are 
not small, they are many feet taller than other 
telephone poles and loaded with electrical equipment. 
 
The FCC guidelines for RFR exposure limits were 
created in 1996 and need to be reassessed. 
Proceedings to review these exposures limits were 
initiated in 2013, but nothing has been done. 
 
Please read the letter from the EMF Safety Network to 
learn more about how your cities can oppose 5G. 
 

City of Sebastopol Opposed 5G Towers and 

Verizon Withdrew Its Application 

 

See India Orders Cell Towers Removed on page 11 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.nytimes.com/2018/10/26/style/digital-divide-screens-schools.html?utm_source=nextdraft&utm_medium=email
http://insider.foxnews.com/2018/10/30/new-york-times-report-tech-elites-keeping-devices-out-their-childrens-schools
http://emfsafetynetwork.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/05/Letter-to-Seb-Verizon-5G.pdf
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Supreme Court of India Orders Cell 

Towers Removed from Schools, 

Colleges, Hospitals in Rajasthan 

 On November 27, 2012, the High Court of the state of 
Rajasthan, India’s largest state geographically, ordered 
the removal of all cell towers from the vicinity of 
schools, colleges, hospitals and playgrounds because of 
radiation “hazardous to life.” The court’s amazing 200+ 
page decision thoroughly reviews the worldwide 
evidence that cell towers are harming human beings 
and wildlife. 

On July 5, 2013, the Supreme Court of India upheld this 
decision. High Court of West Bengal prohibits cell tower 
for health reasons. 

A dispute between brothers in the village of Garankati 
resulted in a permanent injunction against a cell tower, 
issued by the High Court of the State of West Bengal on 
the basis of health. 

Netai Chandra Haldar took his brother, Gouranga 
Mohan Haldar, to court, because Gouranga had entered 
into a contract with telecom company BSNL to erect a 
cell tower on his portion of their land. Netai contended 
that the tower would be “dangerous to the life and 
health of human beings and flora and fauna, and such a 
tower has its harmful effects to all the people of the 
locality which may cause many diseases including 
cancer.” 

The judge, after reviewing the worldwide evidence 
about health and environmental effects, issued a 
permanent injunction. The judge said: 

“The radiation of the said tower is dangerous to the 
life of human beings and also flora and fauna causing 
severe imbalance to the wholesome environment 
which is emancipated as one of the basic fundamental 
rights included with right to life as enshrined in Article 
21 of the Constitution of India.” 

“For an immediate financial gain,” said the judge, “the 
installation of the telephone tower will obviously help 
the defendant no.1 but in the long run it will cause 
greater harm to him and his family members also 
including the risk of so many diseases including deadly 
cancer.” To read the article, click here. 

The High Court of the state of 
Rajasthan, India’s largest state 

geographically, ordered the removal of 
all cell towers from the vicinity of 

schools, colleges, hospitals and 
playgrounds because of radiation 

“hazardous to life.” 
 

The court’s amazing 200+ page decision 
thoroughly reviews the worldwide 

evidence that cell towers are harming 
human beings and wildlife. 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Patients at Thousands of Hospitals 

and GP Practices Breathing Toxic Air 

 Hundreds of thousands of patients who visit more than 
2,000 hospitals and GP practices across the UK are 
breathing poisonous air that breaches World Health 
Organization guidelines, according to a new report. 
 
The study found that a third of GP surgeries and a 
quarter of hospitals – including some of the biggest 
children’s centres – are in areas that breach limits for 
the most dangerous particulates: PM2.5. 
 
These tiny pollutants come mainly from traffic and are 
small enough to pass through the lungs and into the 
bloodstream. They are linked to a range of lifelong 
health problems including asthma, chronic obstructive 
pulmonary disease, heart disease, strokes and lung 
cancer. 
 
Alison Cook, director of policy at the British Lung 
Foundation, which commissioned the report, said it was 
unacceptable that vulnerable people with NHS 
appointments were “being exposed to toxic air that 
could make their health worse”. 
 
The UN warned the UK government was endangering 
people’s health by denying their right to clean air, and 
the world’s biggest children’s charity, Unicef, told the 
Guardian it had refocused its UK operation to tackle air 
pollution because of the scale of the “health crisis” 
facing young people in the country. 
 
To read the article, click here. 

See South Jersey’s rental units on page 12 

 

http://www.cellphonetaskforce.org/?s=cell+tower&submit.x=0&submit.y=0
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2018/oct/25/patients-at-thousands-of-hospitals-and-gp-practices-breathing-toxic-air?CMP=share_btn_tw
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Tens of thousands of young children in Camden County 
haven't been tested for the presence of lead in their 
bloodstreams. Landlords across the state aren't 
required to test for mold — and often lead — in 
taxpayer-subsidized housing. There's no state-required 
certification for mold inspectors or mold remediators.  

And when a youngster develops a known case of lead 
poisoning, government officials struggle to relocate that 
family into a safe, affordable home because New Jersey 
doesn't have enough of them. 

During a two-hour public hearing held Tuesday by the 
Assembly's Housing and Community Development 
Committee, state legislators heard testimony about 
rental units filled with mold, lead, bugs and vermin.  

Safe housing advocates and local health officials 
sketched a troubling portrait of the state's aging stock 
of low-income housing, though no affected residents 
spoke. Their testimony echoed the findings of an USA 
TODAY NETWORK New Jersey "Renter Hell" series 
documenting the challenges faced by residents in toxic 
rental homes. 

Kelly McLaughlin of the Southern New Jersey Perinatal 
Cooperative told the committee two-thirds of New 
Jersey's homes were built before lead-based paint was 
banned in 1978. She said one quarter of all children 
tested have detectable levels of lead in their blood, 
increasing their risk of learning, memory and behavioral 
problems.  

"The solution is to remove the ... hazards by holding 
landlords accountable for providing a safe, healthy 
and affordable home for their tenants," McLaughlin 
said.  

Ben Haygood, special projects manager for the Housing 
and Community Development Network of New Jersey, 
said Camden schools spend more than $100,000 on 
bottled water each year, since lead was found in the 
water system there 14 years ago. But more than 80 
percent of lead exposure comes from housing, he said. 

Mold, Lead, Rats and Bugs are 

Harming Health in South Jersey’s 

Rental Units 

 

See Devastating fires lead to new danger on page 13 

 

Mold, Lead, Rats and Bugs are 

Harming Health in South Jersey’s 

Rental Units (cont’d) 

"Overall, there has been a failure to invest in our 
housing infrastructure," Haygood said. 
 
The network wants the state to require lead inspection 
for single- and double-family homes, and to require a 
lead-safe certificate before a home is sold or rented to 
another family. 
 
Elyse Pivnick, senior director for environmental health 
at Isles, Inc., said most rental housing in Trenton is 
exempted from lead-testing requirements.   
 
"It is a crime, it is wrong, that we allow landlords to 
get permission to rent their house in the Section 8 
housing program and not require that it be tested for 
lead and become lead-safe," Pivnick said. 
 
Paschal Nwako, Camden County's health officer and 
public health coordinator, wants the state to require all 
children enrolling in daycare programs and 
kindergarten to be tested for lead. Chris Merkel, 
Monmouth County's health officer and public health 
coordinator, said the state has a "very low" screening 
rate. 
 
The two health officials suggested instituting standards 
for mold inspectors and remediation, since mold 
contributes to asthma in children and can sicken adults 
with fragile health conditions. They said mold is best 
addressed with code enforcement and timely repairs 
when water damages a building.  
 
"It's a huge, huge problem in the state of New Jersey," 
Merkel said. To read the article, click here. 

State legislators heard testimony about 
rental units filled with mold, lead, 

bugs and vermin.  
 

It is a crime, it is wrong, that we allow 
landlords to get permission to rent 
their house in the Section 8 housing 
program and not require that it be 

tested for lead and become lead-safe. 

https://www.courierpostonline.com/story/news/local/south-jersey/2018/10/16/mold-lead-poisoning-rental-homes-south-jersey/1649811002/
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The wildfires that have laid waste to vast parts of 
California are presenting residents with a new danger: 
air so thick with smoke it ranks among the dirtiest in 
the world. 

On Friday, residents of smog-choked Northern 
California woke to learn that their pollution levels now 
exceed those in cities in China and India that regularly 
rank among the worst. 

In the communities closest to the Paradise fire, an 
apocalyptic fog cloaked the roads, evacuees wandered 
in white masks and officials said respiratory 
hospitalizations had surged. Nearly 200 miles to the 
south, in San Francisco, the smoke was so thick that 
health warnings prompted widespread school closings. 
Even the city’s cable cars were yanked from the streets. 

And researchers warned that as large wildfires 
become more common — spurred by dryness linked to 
climate change — health risks will almost surely rise. 
“If this kind of air quality from wildfires doesn’t get 
people concerned,” said Dr. John Balmes, a 
pulmonologist at the University of California at San 
Francisco, “I don’t know what will.” 

At fault, researchers say, is a confluence of two modern 
events: More people are moving to communities in and 
around wooded enclaves, pushed out by factors like the 
rising costs of housing and the desire to be closer to 
nature — just as warming temperatures are 
contributing to longer and more destructive wildfires. 

While humans have long been around fire, they 
generally inhale it in small doses over cooking or heat 
fires. Humans have not, however, evolved to handle 
prolonged inhalation of caustic air from something like 
the Paradise blaze, Dr. Balmes said. 

Research into the long-term health effects of large 
wildfires is still new. But a growing body of science 
shows how inhalation of minuscule particles from wood 
fires can nestle in the folds of lung tissue and do harm 
to the human immune system. 

To read the article, click here. 

 See Igloolik Children Covered in Sores on page 14 

 

Outcry Over Mold in Cherokee 

County Schools Prompts Testing 

(South Carolina) 

A Spartanburg microbiologist has taken his concerns 
over mold in the Cherokee County School District public 
with lab results showing toxic mold in classrooms. 
 
Reaction from Donnie Patterson's online post has 
prompted the school district to order air quality testing 
in all 21 buildings from elementary to high school. 
 
Superintendent Dr. Quincie Moore said Wednesday 
after the story hit local media and parents started 
calling, she decided to ask inspectors hired by the 
district to expedite air quality results from any schools 
already tested. 
 
It started last week when Patterson, who attended 
Cherokee County Schools and has family members who 
work for the district, said he felt he had no choice but 
to "blow the whistle" on the schools where his young 
nieces attend and others. 
 
Patterson used his own lab to test the samples he said 
came from multiple schools. All of them, he said, were 
given to him by concerned teachers. 
 
Some of those teachers, Patterson said, have stories of 
falling ill and being afraid to report concerns to the 
district offices out of fear for their jobs.  
 
To read the article, click here. 
 

Air Quality in California: Devastating 

Fires Lead to a New Danger 

 

https://www.nytimes.com/2018/11/16/us/air-quality-california.html?smtyp=cur&smid=tw-nythealth
https://www.wspa.com/news/outcry-over-mold-concerns-in-schools-leads-to-countywide-testing/1531961638
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Igloolik Children Covered in Sores 

Because of Black Mould (Canada) 

Charlene Kappianaq started noticing sores on the back 
of her two-year-old son's legs in April. 

Shortly after, her eight-year-old daughter developed a 
similar irritation on her fingers and palms that made it 
painful to hold a piece of paper. 

Kappianaq and her family live in public housing in 
Igloolik, Nunavut: a three-plex apartment. They moved 
in December 2017 from another apartment. 

Kappianaq didn't know about the mould until after she 
moved; a chronic housing shortage in town has made it 
near impossible to move out. 

"It's all black and very stinky," Kappianaq said. The 
mould grows in her kids' room, her room, the living 
room, on windows, and under the oven. In order to stay 
on top of the infestation, Kappianaq washes her walls 
once a week with vinegar and baking soda. 

"It grows back really fast," she said. She bought a fan, 
but the added ventilation is not enough. 

Kappianaq says her son has been medevaced to Iqaluit 
twice in the last year for respiratory issues. She says 
nurses at the Igloolik Health Centre told her that her 
children's skin and respiratory problems were likely 
from mould exposure. 

Kappianaq says she began visiting the local housing 
association in April. 

“They gave me the paper that they're going to go see 
the house three months ago," Kappianaq said in August. 
"They never came." As of November, Kappianaq is still 
waiting for a visit. 

Poor communication between health, housing, and 
community members has taken a toll. "It's so hard. It 
makes me want to cry," Kappianaq said. 

Crowded homes and a short supply of housing in 
Nunavut go hand in hand — mould is the unintended 
consequence. 

 

Igloolik Children Covered in Sores 

Because of Black Mould (cont’d) 

"It's mainly related to moisture generation," said James 
Scott, a professor at the University of Toronto Dalla 
Lana School of Public Health. More people in a home 
means more moisture indoors. 
 
The good news is that skin and breathing irritations 
tend to dissipate once either the contaminant is 
removed, or the person leaves the home, Scott said. 
 
An additional problem is that these homes weren't 
designed with Arctic communities in mind, according to 
Julia Christensen, assistant professor in geography at 
Memorial University in St. John's. 
 
After WWII, officials with early housing programs built 
homes following southern models. 
 
"That just doesn't have the same shelf life in the 
northern climate," said Christensen. 
 
Not just black mould is harmful — any species of indoor 
mould can be problematic. "It doesn't matter what 
colour it is: black, green, fuzzy," said Michele LeBlanc-
Havard, environmental health specialist with the 
Government of Nunavut. 
 
To read the article, click here. To read a related article: 
 
Hazmat Suits Required: 116 Nunavut Public Housing 
Units Need Heavy Duty Mould Clean-Up. Click here. 
 
 

See Federal Prison in California on page 15 

 

https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/north/mould-igloolik-nunavut-housing-1.4913795
https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/north/nunavut-housing-corporation-mould-1.4120097
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  Federal Prison in California Faces 

Multiple Investigations Over 

Dangerous Conditions 

 A federal prison complex home to roughly 880 inmates 
near Fresno, California, has endangered the health and 
safety of both inmates and staff through its neglect of 
basic facility services, triggering multiple federal 
investigations, whistleblowers told HuffPost. 

The Federal Correctional Institution Mendota is being 
investigated by the Senate Committee on Homeland 
Security and Governmental Affairs and the U.S. Office 
of Special Counsel. According to Aaron McGlothin, head 
of the prison staffers’ local union, the House Judiciary 
Committee and the Justice Department’s Office of 
Inspector General have also raised questions.  

All these inquiries have focused on two major issues: a 
broken air conditioning system during a record-
breaking heat wave that drove prisoners to wrap their 
heads in damp towels and toxic mold growth that 
allegedly led to respiratory illness among the prison’s 
staff. 

Mendota is not alone among prisons in struggling with 
these issues. As climate change has led to hotter 
penitentiaries, there is a growing judicial consensus that 
“inhumane” temperatures constitute “cruel and 
unusual punishment.” 

Or as David Fathi, director of the National Prison Project 
of the American Civil Liberties Union, put it: “Air 
conditioning is not a matter of comfort or luxury. It’s a 
matter of life and death.” 

Meanwhile, mold incidents like that at Mendota have 
been on the rise as prison infrastructure has worn 
down amid a lack of funding for maintenance and 
repair, said Eric Young, national president of the 
Council of Prison Locals. The council, which is part of 
the American Federation of Government Employees 
(AFGE), represents federal prison workers. 

The Occupational Safety and Health Administration 
has seen more and more complaints filed over mold in 
the penal system. According to The Intercept, 81 OSHA 
complaints about mold in prison were filed in 2015. 

To read the article, click here. 

One-Fifth of New Zealand Hospitals 

Not Fit for Purpose 

 

 

About one-fifth of Auckland and Northland hospital 
facilities, including Starship Children's Hospital, are 
beyond their life expectancy or "not fit for purpose". 
 
Health unions have flagged leaks, mould and asbestos 
among a range of possible problems. 
 
A new report shows budget constraints have resulted in 
four DHBs in the Northern Region having to prioritise 
funding over maintenance. 
 
As a result, several buildings including Whangarei 
Hospital, North Shore Hospital's medical tower block, 
Starship buildings and Galbraith facilities at 
Middlemore were now at or beyond their life 
expectancy. 
 
At the same time the report says more than half a 
million patients are expected to move into the region in 
the next 20 years putting increasing demand on 
"already stretched" health services. 
 
New Zealand Resident Doctors' Association national 
secretary Dr Deborah Powell said she visited a lab at 
the Whangarei Hospital last week which she described 
as being like something from "medieval" times. 
 
Northland DHB's facilities were in the worst condition 
with nearly 25% in "very poor" or "poor" condition. 
 
In addition to issues with the functional condition of 
our buildings, each DHB has identified critical site 
infrastructure challenges that require remediation to 
ensure service continuity. To read the article, click here. 

See HUD Inspections on page 16 

 

https://www.huffingtonpost.com/entry/california-prison-health-violations-ac-mold_us_5bb53919e4b028e1fe3a4268?ncid=tweetlnkushpmg00000067
https://www.nzherald.co.nz/nz/news/article.cfm?c_id=1&objectid=12146690
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Working Together for Healthy Indoor Environments 

The system for inspecting federally subsidized 
properties is failing low-income families, seniors and 
people with disabilities and undermining the agency’s 
oversight, The Southern Illinoisan and ProPublica have 
found. 

In the winter of 2017, a toddler was rushed to the 
emergency room after swallowing rodent poison inside 
her family’s unit at the federally subsidized Clay Arsenal 
Renaissance Apartments in Hartford, Connecticut. Her 
mother had placed sticky traps throughout the house 
after another one of her children was bitten on the arm 
by a mouse, according to a local housing advocate who 
worked with the family. 

This August, Missouri Attorney General Josh Hawley 
sued the St. Louis Housing Authority and the private 
management company it hired to run the Clinton-
Peabody Housing Complex, saying they both violated 
the state’s consumer protection laws by advertising 
that the development was habitable even though it was 
plagued by a pest infestation, black mold and water 
damage. 

That same month, residents of Texas Coppertree Village 
Apartments in Houston filed suit against the U.S. 
Department of Housing and Urban Development, saying 
the federal government had failed to hold their landlord 
accountable for deplorable conditions and criminal 
activity at the federally subsidized complex. 

In all three cases, despite well-known, long-standing 
problems, the properties had passed their most-recent 
inspections mandated by HUD. 

Apartment complexes subsidized by HUD collectively 
house more than 2 million low-income families around 
the country. Some are run by public housing authorities 
and others are owned by private for-profit or nonprofit 
landlords. By law, the owners of such complexes must 
pass inspections demonstrating they are decent, safe 
and sanitary in exchange for millions of dollars in 
federal money each year. 

But as thousands of renters across the country have 
discovered, passing scores on HUD inspections often 
don’t match the reality of renters’ living conditions. The 
two-decade-old inspection system — the federal 
housing agency’s primary oversight tool — is failing 
low-income families, seniors and people with 
disabilities and undermining the agency’s oversight of 
billions of dollars in taxpayer-funded rental subsidies, 
an investigation by The Southern Illinoisan and 
ProPublica has found. 
 
HUD has given passing inspection grades for years to 
dangerous buildings filled with rats and roaches, toxic 
mold and peeling lead-based paint, which can cause 
lifelong learning delays when ingested by young 
children. The same goes for buildings where people 
with disabilities have been stranded in high-rise 
apartments without working elevators, or where raw 
sewage backs up into bathtubs and utility drains. The 
agency has passed buildings where ceilings are caving in 
and the heat won’t kick on in frigid winter months as 
old boiler systems give out. 
 
HUD’s inspection system “is pretty much a failure,” 
and the agency’s staffing levels after years of budget 
cuts are “wholly inadequate” to assess properties.  
 
To read the article, click here. 

HUD Inspections Pass Dangerous 

Apartments Filled with Rats, Roaches 

and Toxic Mold (cont’d) 
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Quick Links: 

HUD Inspections Pass Dangerous 
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The system for inspecting federally 
subsidized properties is failing low-
income families, seniors and people 

with disabilities and undermining 
the agency’s oversight. 
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