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We have just announced an exciting new change to our 
position statement. We added a new section to our 
paper titled “Global Burden of Indoor Air Contaminants.” 

This new section presents statistics and costs that 
highlight the significant health effects of indoor air 
contaminants and the staggering impact on our global 
economy. 

As you read this new section, you will learn that   
government agencies have known about the health 
effects of poor indoor air quality for many years. 

We added several additional references, including: 
 
From a 1989 U.S. EPA report to Congress: 
 
"Health effects from indoor air pollution cover the range 
of acute and chronic effects, and include eye, nose, and 
throat irritation, respiratory effects, neurotoxicity, 
kidney and liver effects, heart functions, allergic and 
infectious diseases, developmental effects, mutagenicity, 
and carcinogenicity." 
 
From a 2006 report by the World Health Organization: 
 
“In 1989 and 1990, indoor air legislation was introduced 
in the Congress that called for more direct focus on 
indoor air by establishing a national program to reduce 
the human health threat caused by such pollution.”  
 
The legislation was not enacted. Similar bills regarding 
indoor mold were presented in 2002 and 2005. More 
than 23 years have passed since that initial legislation 
was proposed. It is time for our world leaders to take 
action on this important public health issue. 
 
To read the new section and learn more about the Global 
Burden of Indoor Air Contaminants, click here. 
 

GIHN Position Statement—New 

Section on the “Global Burden of 

Indoor Air Contaminants” 

 

Jerrod Nelms lives in Tampa, Florida. He is currently 
working on a Ph.D. degree in Epidemiology at the 
University of North Carolina-Chapel Hill (with an 
expected completion date of January/February 
2013).  His emphasis is on occupational and 
environmental health.  He is the owner and president 
of Lucyna Health and Safety Solutions. 
 
Please join me in welcoming Jerrod Nelms. 

GIHN New Member 

 

New Jersey Legislation to Protect School 

Children from Carbon Monoxide  

Legislation sponsored by Senator Shirley K. Turner 
that would protect New Jersey students from the 
deadly effects of carbon monoxide was introduced in 
the State Senate. 
 
To read the article, click here. 

 
 

http://globalindoorhealthnetwork.com/
http://globalindoorhealthnetwork.com/files/GIHN_position_statement_Revised_12_17_2012.pdf
http://www.politickernj.com/61877/turner-introduces-legislation-protect-kids-carbon-monoxide-poisoning
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U.W. Clemon, a former Chief U.S. District Court Judge for 
the Northern District of Alabama who is now a private 
practice lawyer, said he believes a reaction to mold inside 
Montevallo Elementary School landed him in the hospital 
last week.  

Clemon represents at least some of the parents who kept 
their children away from school this morning due to 
concerns about their health and safety from mold, 
asbestos and even snakes in the building. 

"The symptoms I experienced are the very same 
symptoms that the children that go to the school 
experienced according to their parents," said Clemon, 
who represents some of the parents at the school. 

Clemon said he believes his problems were triggered by 
the mold because it came on so quick. He said his doctors 
told him the problems could have been caused by the 
mold. 

On Wednesday, Clemon said, a doctor put him in the 
hospital. He was released Sunday afternoon, he said.  

While in the hospital, Clemon said, U.S. Rep. Terri Sewell, 
D-Ala., contacted him. He said she told him she would talk 
to other Alabama congressmen and also the U.S. 
Environmental Protection Agency about the mold at the 
school. 

Former Federal Court Judge Blames His Hospitalization on 
Mold at Montevallo Elementary 

 

More than 150 Attend Mold Meeting 

at Montevallo Elementary School 

 Concerned parents levied questions and criticism at 
Shelby County School District officials tonight over 
ongoing worries about the safety of Montevallo 
Elementary School due to mold, asbestos and other 
health issues. 

"I believe it's clean but I don't believe it's safe -- as safe 
as you're all wanting to put out -- because if it is, bring 
your own kids to the school," Preston Bell said, stirring 
many in the crowd of more than 150 gathered in the 
institution's cafeteria to applaud. 

During the meeting with some parents elevating their 
voices at the education officials, school district 
superintendent Randy Fuller maintained the building is 
safe for students based on air quality test results and 
work to clean and correct mold issues in the facility. 

A focal point at the meeting was children's health 
concerns identified by parents, dozens of whom are 
keeping their children out of the school. 

Beth Boyd said nosebleeds had started in her 5-year-
old son in kindergarten and 7-year-old daughter in 
second grade in late August or early September after 
attending the school. 

Sitting next to Preston Bell, Kimberly Bell said her 
daughter has been diagnosed with bronchospasms 
"that she will have for the rest of her life." The mother 
believes the school's mold and asbestos has caused the 
health condition. 

"As soon as they came back to this school they're sick," 
she said of her children, one she took to the doctor 
earlier in the day. "When he's not at this school, does 
he have any of these symptoms? No." 

"My prayer is it does not affect our children based on 
what has happened. That's why I'm afraid," the 25-
year bus driver for the district and lifelong Montevallo 
resident said. "I just hope the damage isn't done." 

More than 150 Attend Mold Meeting at Montevallo 
Elementary School 

 

 

Former Federal Court Judge Blames His 

Hospitalization on Mold at Montevallo  

See Baby Amelia Sick because of Mold on page 3 

 
Meeting at Montevallo Elementary School 

http://blog.al.com/spotnews/2012/12/former_federal_court_judge_uw.html
http://blog.al.com/spotnews/2012/12/former_federal_court_judge_uw.html
http://blog.al.com/spotnews/2012/12/more_than_150_attend_mold_meet.html
http://blog.al.com/spotnews/2012/12/more_than_150_attend_mold_meet.html
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Baby Amelia Sick because of Mold 

after Hurricane Sandy 

 Hurricane Sandy arrived in little Amelia Council’s life a 
mere 20 days after she was born and since then she’s 
been suffering the consequences. 

Amelia was trapped with her family in a public housing 
apartment in the Rockaways the night Sandy struck and 
lived for weeks in a world without electricity, hot water 
or heat. 

Mold formed on her window sills and kept coming back 
after repeated scrubbing. Last week, at the vulnerable 
age of 7 weeks, Amelia was diagnosed with an upper-
respiratory infection. 

“She started breathing a little funny,” said Amelia’s 
grandmother, Rose Council, who suffers from asthma. 
“Maybe a week later that’s when my chest started 
tightening up more . . . I started smelling mildew in the 
building itself.” 

Amelia, who lives in the Ocean Bay Houses, is one of 
hundreds of New York City Housing Authority residents 
who have spent weeks in apartments contaminated by 
mold spurred by Hurricane Sandy’s toxic floodwaters. 

NYCHA began wiping down water-damaged units nearly 
a month after the storm. Some apartments are so badly 
contaminated residents say they are being told they 
have to leave. 

All told, 400 NYCHA buildings were adversely affected by 
the storm in the Rockaways, Coney Island, Red Hook and 
lower Manhattan. In most of these buildings, water 
flooded basements and destroyed boilers and electrical 
switches. 

In some buildings, water rose up through the floor to 
enter apartments, creating perfect conditions for mold. 

Last week Rep. Jerrold Nadler (D-Manhattan/Brooklyn) 
demanded that the U.S. Environmental Protection 
Agency test such apartments immediately. 

“It is unclear whether these homes are safe from mold, 
sewage or other hazardous substances that could 
adversely affect residents’ health,” he wrote. 

 
Read more: 

Rose took Amelia to a clinic where the infant was given 
oxygen. Her breathing has improved since then, Rose 
said, but said she needs a better environment for her 
granddaughter. 

Last week, NYCHA contractors wearing white hazmat 
suits showed up and began scrubbing down walls. 

In some cases, contractors told residents to wear 
surgical masks inside their apartments. Some were told 
they would have to leave as soon as a new apartment 
could be found. 

One such resident, Valerie Stevens, lives in a first-floor 
unit where floodwater filled the basement, then poured 
through gaps in the floor into her apartment until it 
reached her knees. 

Stevens, 48, had respiratory problems before Sandy, but 
says it got worse with the growing presence of mold in 
the air. 

“Housing told me that it’ll make you sick,” she said. “The 
whole closet was infested with mold. It’s hard to 
breathe. That’s why I had to take my bed out of my 
room and move it into the living room.” 

To read the entire article: 

Little Amelia was born 20 days after Hurricane Sandy 
struck her family's Rockaways apartment. At 7-weeks 
old and breathing in foul mold, she's been diagnosed 
with an upper respiratory infection. 

 
Read more: 
http://www.nydailynews.com/life-
style/health/poor-amelia-forced-breathe-foul-
mold-article-1.1216250#ixzz2F5RZN2MU 

Baby Amelia Sick because of Mold 

after Hurricane Sandy (continued) 

 

See Member Profile: Roberta Madison, Ph.D. on page 4 

 
Baby Amelia with her 

grandmother, Rose Council 

http://www.nydailynews.com/new-york/poor-amelia-forced-breathe-foul-mold-article-1.1216250
http://www.nydailynews.com/new-york/poor-amelia-forced-breathe-foul-mold-article-1.1216250
http://www.nydailynews.com/new-york/poor-amelia-forced-breathe-foul-mold-article-1.1216250
http://www.nydailynews.com/new-york/poor-amelia-forced-breathe-foul-mold-article-1.1216250
http://www.nydailynews.com/life-style/health/poor-amelia-forced-breathe-foul-mold-article-1.1216250#ixzz2F5RZN2MU
http://www.nydailynews.com/life-style/health/poor-amelia-forced-breathe-foul-mold-article-1.1216250#ixzz2F5RZN2MU
http://www.nydailynews.com/life-style/health/poor-amelia-forced-breathe-foul-mold-article-1.1216250#ixzz2F5RZN2MU
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Member Profile: Roberta Madison, Ph.D. 

 
I am Professor Emeritus from the Department of Health 
Sciences at California State University, Northridge,  
(CSUN) where I served for 35 years.  I earned an MA in 
History, an MSPH and Doctorate in Public Health at 
UCLA doing applied research in hearing loss in workers 
exposed to occupational noise.  
 
When I was a student at UCLA, I worked on many 
papers with Dr.  Jack Thrasher. I also published several 
papers with Dr. Thrasher after I graduated.  
 
I was the first CSUN University Assessment Coordinator 
helping to develop guidelines for the university. I 
served on the Women’s Studies committee where I 
helped change it to its current status as a department 
in the College of Humanities.  
 
I taught epidemiology, biostatistics and research design 
at CSUN. 
 
I published over 30 papers on environmental 
epidemiology and assessment and have been an 
invited speaker at international and national academic 
and health research conferences. My work as an 
epidemiologist at the City of Hope on lung cancer 
research is most notable.  
 
I currently serve on the Board of Directors at My 
Friends Place, a safe haven for homeless youth.  
 
I am currently an active member of the Plato Society at 
UCLA. I walk 30 minutes each day and do Yoga twice a 
week. 
 
I have a son and daughter and six grandchildren--five 
boys and one girl. 
 
I enjoy theater, concerts, movies and travel. My last 
trip was two months ago to the Panama Canal.  
 
 

It’s a cry for help from residents of New York City 
public housing. 

Many have been complaining about mold in their city 
apartments for years, but charge the New York City 
Housing Authority never really confronts the 
problem. 

“I’ve been having this problem over ten years now, 
with the mold. We [call] the complaint center, we put 
in a ticket and what they do is they come and they 
paint right over it and within three months, the mold 
starts to grow back again,” Rosanna De La Cuadra 
told 1010 WINS’ Stan Brooks. 

As a result, De La Cuadra’s daughter has asthma and 
she and other residents are demanding NYCHA solve 
the problem once and for all. 

Patricia Gorritz, who lives in the Taft Houses in East 
Harlem, is begging NYCHA to get rid of the mold in 
her apartment before it kills her and her two children 

Another New York City-based non-profit group, 
Natural Resources Defense Council, is demanding 
the mold problem be fixed while threatening a 
federal lawsuit. 

Public Housing Residents Claim NYCHA Just Paints 
Over Mold Problems 
 

See Judge Orders Tobacco Firms on page 5 

 

 

Public Housing Residents Claim 

NYCHA Just Paints Over Mold 

Roberta Madison, Ph.D. 

 

http://newyork.cbslocal.com/2012/12/18/public-housing-residents-claim-nycha-just-paints-over-mold-problems/
http://newyork.cbslocal.com/2012/12/18/public-housing-residents-claim-nycha-just-paints-over-mold-problems/
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A federal judge on Tuesday ordered tobacco companies 
to publish corrective statements that say they lied about 
the dangers of smoking and that disclose smoking's 
health effects, including the death on average of 1,200 
people a day.  

U.S. District Judge Gladys Kessler previously had said she 
wanted the industry to pay for corrective statements in 
various types of advertisements. But Tuesday's ruling is 
the first time she's laid out what the statements will say. 

Each corrective ad is to be prefaced by a statement that 
a federal court has concluded that the defendant 
tobacco companies "deliberately deceived the American 
public about the health effects of smoking." 

Among the required statements are that smoking kills 
more people than murder, AIDS, suicide, drugs, car 
crashes and alcohol combined, and that "secondhand 
smoke kills over 3,000 Americans a year." 

The corrective statements are part of a case the 
government brought in 1999 under the Racketeer 
Influenced and Corrupt Organizations. Kessler ruled in 
that case in 2006 that the nation's largest cigarette 
makers concealed the dangers of smoking for decades, 
and said she wanted the industry to pay for "corrective 
statements" in various types of ads, both broadcast and 
print. The Justice Department proposed corrective 
statements, which Kessler used as the basis for some of 
the ones she ordered Tuesday. 

Tobacco companies had urged Kessler to reject the 
government's proposed industry-financed corrective 
statements; the companies called them "forced public 
confessions." They also said the statements were 
designed to "shame and humiliate" them. They had 
argued for statements that include the health effects 
and addictive qualities of smoking. 

Kessler wrote that all of the corrective statements are 
based on specific findings of fact made by the court. 

"This court made a number of explicit findings that the 
tobacco companies perpetuated fraud and deceived the 
public regarding the addictiveness of cigarettes and 
nicotine," she said. 

 

Judge Orders Tobacco Firms to Say 

They Lied about Smoking Dangers 

The statements Kessler chose included five 
categories: adverse health effects of smoking; 
addictiveness of smoking and nicotine; lack of 
significant health benefit from smoking cigarettes 
marked as "low tar," "light," etc.; manipulation of 
cigarette design and composition to ensure optimum 
nicotine delivery; and adverse health effects of 
exposure to secondhand smoke. 

Among the statements within those categories: 

• "Smoking kills, on average, 1,200 Americans. 
Every day."  

• "Defendant tobacco companies intentionally 
designed cigarettes to make them more 
addictive."  

• "When you smoke, the nicotine actually 
changes the brain — that's why quitting is so 
hard."  

• "All cigarettes cause cancer, lung disease, 
heart attacks and premature death — lights, 
low tar, ultra lights and naturals. There is no 
safe cigarette."  

• "Secondhand smoke causes lung cancer and 
coronary heart disease in adults who do not 
smoke." "Children exposed to secondhand 
smoke are at an increased risk for sudden 
infant death syndrome (SIDS), acute 
respiratory infections, ear problems, severe 
asthma and reduced lung function."  

• "There is no safe level of exposure to 
secondhand smoke."  

Judge Orders Tobacco Firms to Say They Lied About 
Smoking Dangers 

Judge Orders Tobacco Firms to Say They 

Lied about Smoking Dangers (cont’d) 

 

See Hurricane Sandy Victims on page 6 

 

 

http://vitals.nbcnews.com/_news/2012/11/27/15490985-judge-orders-tobacco-firms-to-say-they-lied-about-smoking-dangers?lite
http://vitals.nbcnews.com/_news/2012/11/27/15490985-judge-orders-tobacco-firms-to-say-they-lied-about-smoking-dangers?lite
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Working Together for Healthy Indoor Environments 

Hurricane Sandy Victims in Far 

Rockaway Call on City to Fix Mold 

 Cold and moldy. 

Desperate victims of Hurricane Sandy said at an 
emotional protest march in Far Rockaway on Saturday 
that’s what their holiday season looks like. 

About 100 residents gathered in the storm-ravaged 
neighborhood to call on Mayor Bloomberg and City 
Council Speaker Christine Quinn to fix dangerous 
conditions caused by the mold, lack of heat and 
absence of electricity they are enduring. 

They carried banners that read “Rebuild Rockaway” as 
they trudged through dusty streets still covered in sand 
and strewn with trash tossed there by October’s 
historic storm. 

“We need help from the city, and we need help now,” 
said protestor Linda Bowman, 63, a daycare provider 
from Far Rockaway whose house on Beach 13th St. is 
still damp from the storm and growing mold. “People 
are frustrated. They feel forgotten.” 

About 11,000 Far Rockaway residents still lack heat, 
hot water and electricity, according to the advocacy 
group Queens Congregations United for Action. 

A growing contagion of mold is creating a public health 
issue for local residents, protest leaders said. 

“The mold is making people sick,” said organizer Pete 
Nagy, campaign director for New York Communities 
for Change. “It’s creating a dangerous situation for 
the families here. 

To read the entire article: 
 
Hurricane Sandy Victims in Far Rockaway Call on City 
to Fix Mold Before it Gets Cold 

 
 

 

 

A group of 15 Louisville Metro police officers have filed 
a class action lawsuit against the city and the Metro 
Housing Authority.  

The plaintiffs claim they were exposed to toxic levels of 
mold at a government building on Barret Avenue that 
is owned and run by the Metro Housing Authority and 
Public Works Department.  

The lawsuit claimed those departments did not 
maintain the building, and made the people who 
worked there sick. 

The plaintiffs are asking for the building to be properly 
cleaned before they return to work. 
 
Lawsuit Filed over Toxic Mold in Government Building 

Louisville Police Officers File Class 

Action Lawsuit over Toxic Mold 

 

Next Newsletter: February 1, 2013 

Website:  http://globalindoorhealthnetwork.com 
 
Members: 
http://globalindoorhealthnetwork.com/members.html 
 
Position Statement: 
http://globalindoorhealthnetwork.com/files/GIHN_positi
on_statement_Revised_12_17_2012.pdf 
 

Quick Links: 

 
Residents of Far Rockaway 

http://www.nydailynews.com/new-york/sandy-vics-kill-mold-cold-article-1.1221325#ixzz2FEH0XyqM
http://www.nydailynews.com/new-york/sandy-vics-kill-mold-cold-article-1.1221325#ixzz2FEH0XyqM
http://m.wave3.com/ms/p/si/31/view.m?id=124279&storyId=15372037
http://globalindoorhealthnetwork.com/
http://globalindoorhealthnetwork.com/members.html
http://globalindoorhealthnetwork.com/files/GIHN_position_statement_Revised_12_17_2012.pdf
http://globalindoorhealthnetwork.com/files/GIHN_position_statement_Revised_12_17_2012.pdf

