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COMMITTEES; EDUCATION, EDUCATION FINANCE DIVISION; ENVIRONMENT AND NATURAL RESOURCES;
LOCAL GOVERNMENT AND METROPOLITAN AFFAIRS
March 6, 1991 :

Governor Arne Carlson
130 State Capitol
St. Paul, MN 55155

Dear Governor Carlson:

As you approach your summit on property taxes next week, we strongly recommend that you
do not consider altering the fiscal disparities law.

As you know, the fiscal disparities law was passed in 1971 and has become a pationwide
model as a fair and equitable means of sharing regional tax base. (See attached recent Star
Tribune editorial.) It works exceedingly well. Without fiscal disparities, the disparity in
commercial-industrial tax base per capita among metro communities would be 110 to 1.
With this program the disparity is approximately 17 to 1.

The Hennepin County Board has launched an attack on this vital program. This is true
despite the fact that the majority of communities in Hennepin County benefit from this law.
(Minneapolis, which is a contributor, has taken a neutral position on this issue.)

Please don’t attempt to fix a program that is working well. The proposed "solution" to this
problem would send us back to the days when communities fought each other over tax base

. at the expense of our environment. It would also hurt our children by further decreasing

7251 Rivar Shore Lane, Champlin, Minnesota 55316

our communities’ ability to raise education dollars through referendum levies.

In sum, any change to the fiscal disparities law would result in the rich getting richer and
the poor being further harmed,

Please continue your support of this critical program.
' / ’ ;

Steve Trimble Bob Milbert
State Representative State Representative

egards,

Charlie Weavér
State Representative

(612) 421-3592

State Office Building, St. Paul, Minnesota 55158
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(612) 2061729
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