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Bill and Ted’s Excellent Adventure is a totally bodacious flick. But, despite Bill and Ted
getting an A+ on their history report, the movie is not historically accurate. In fact, someone
on IMDB puts it best. “There [are] a heinous number of most egregious factual errors in the
depiction of the famous historical dudes, their lives, their works, their time periods and the
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state of their hearing.” Let’s check out some of these totally bogus errors.
 

Napoleon Bonaparte
News BBC

News BBC

The Movie: After a short introduction, we find Bill and Ted, also known as the Great Ones,
at school where they are reviewing what they’ve learned in their history class. As the scene
begins, you hear Bill listing a “fact” about Napoleon. Mr. Nolan, the history teacher is
clearly not impressed with Bill’s answer and says, “So, Bill, what you’re telling me,
essentially, is that Napoleon was a short, dead dude.”
 
The Facts: Napoleon was actually a tall dude for his time in history. Even by today’s
standards he wouldn’t be considered particularly short – he was about 5’7”. It turns out that
members of the guard that surrounded Napoleon were selected in part due to their great
height, thus making him look shorter than he actually was.
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The Movie: As the Great Ones are working on their history report, they start listing things
they know about George Washington. Ted’s first addition to the list is “Two – born on
Presidents’ Day.” As their discussion continues, he says, “Had wooden teeth. Chased Moby
Dick,.”
 
The Facts: Okay, so he didn’t chase Moby Dick. As Bill said, “That’s Captain Ahab,
dude.” But the other two facts here are both misconceptions about our first president.
 
Although we commonly refer to Presidents’ Day as Washington’s birthday, it’s not strictly
accurate. When the United States started celebrating Presidents’ Day, we did actually
celebrate it on February 22nd, Washington’s Birthday. Eventually, the federal government
felt the need to standardize the celebration of holidays to fall on Mondays to create more 3-
day weekends. Now the holiday falls on the third Monday of February, which means the
holiday will never fall on Washington’s actual birthday again.
 
The wooden teeth myth seems to be popular in schools to this day. What is true is that
Washington required dentures, but he never owned a wooden set. Gold, ivory, and lead were
all used to make dentures at the time, but not wood. It’s pretty gnarly when you think about
it, but it’s most likely that staining of his ivory dentures is what led to this myth. Stained
ivory can take on a wood-grain appearance, thus leading some to believe that Washington
had a set of wooden teeth.
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The Movie: When the Great Ones travel to medieval times (Note: Not Medieval Times,
that’s entirely different) they come upon a castle housing a couple of beautiful babes. While
searching for The Princesses, they are caught by The Royal Ugly Dude, their father. As a
punishment, he decrees, “Put them in the iron maiden.”
 
The Facts: As far as we know, no one has EVER used an iron maiden. We actually have no
proof that they were invented during that time, nor do we have any evidence that they were
used for torture. Much in the same way people found dinosaurs and imagine dragons as a
way to explain it, this is another instance where we found a bunch of parts, slapped them
together, and this was our best guess as to what we found.
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The Movie: As Bill and Ted travel through history, time in San Dimas keeps on ticking. We
get to see snippets of several of the history reports before theirs. In one, a young woman
speaks about Marie Antoinette, saying, “Still, while in her day, Marie Antoinette said, ‘Let
them eat cake’ perhaps today she would say say, ‘Let them eat fast food.’”
 
The Facts: It turns out that Marie Antoinette is not the heinous witch we thought she was.
While out of touch with the people of France, it is said she was actually quite kind, in
contrast to her reputation. What was said of the starving peasants of France was, “qu’ils
mangent de la brioche,” which means “let them eat brioche.” Brioche is an egg-based bread
and is more expensive than regular bread. French law at the time required bakers to
substitute brioche at the same price as regular bread if they ran out. Unfortunately, upset at
losing their profits on brioche, bakers ended up producing less of it, making things harder
on the average French citizen. Not only that but Marie Antoinette isn’t even the one that
said it. Although the quote is attributed to her, it was likely said by philosopher Jean-
Jacques Rousseau or Maria Theresa, wife of Louis XIV.
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The Movie: When the Great Ones pick up Ludwig van Beethoven in Kassel, Germany in
1810, he’s playing “Für Elise” during a concert. Later, when they’re cruising the mall,
Beethoven gets a demonstration of an electric keyboard.
 
The Facts: Dudes, Beethoven was almost totally deaf at this time. While he had been
invited to Kassel in 1808 to take the position of Kapellmeister, he declined this offer. This is
likely due to a combination of his hearing loss at the time, which was significant, and the
fact that he had patrons seeking to keep him in Vienna. And although he did write “Für
Elise” in 1810, the composition was not discovered and published until 40 years after his
death.
 
As for the encounter in the mall, reports say that people had to shout directly into
Beethoven’s ear in order to be heard by 1810, so there’s no way he could have heard the
keyboard salesman or demo.
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The Movie: During their final report, Bill mock fights Joan of Arc while Ted tells the
audience about her. “A most bodacious soldier and general, Miss Of Arc totally rousted the
English from France. And then she turned this dude, dauphin, into a king. And all this by
the time she was 17.”
 
The Facts: Although Miss of Arc did help win the battle of Orléans, she didn’t totally kick
the English out of France. In fact, much of France was still occupied by the English when
she was executed at the age of 19. Not only that but Joan was hardly what one would
consider a soldier or general. While she was given a sword, she preferred to carry a banner
in battle, and never actually killed anyone. Mostly she worked as an advisor to the Army,
who believed that her advice came from a divine source.
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So, there you have it. We’ve corrected these most egregious errors. Be excellent to each
other, and party on with your new historical knowledge.
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