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August 14, 2006 

 
Dear Neighbors: 
 
At Duke Energy, we are concerned about global climate change and are joining in the efforts 
around the world to develop cost-effective approaches for reducing greenhouse gas emissions, 
including carbon dioxide. As one of the largest energy companies in the United States, Duke 
Energy is a leader in efforts to develop strategies and technologies to deal with the uncertainties of 
future emission reduction programs. In fact, we are involved in research projects right here in our 
community that may help us find safe and cost-effective methods to reduce greenhouse gas 
emissions while continuing to provide our customers with affordable electricity that supports our 
regional economy. 
 
We are writing to tell you about one such research project we plan to host at East Bend Generating 
Station in Rabbit Hash, Kentucky.   The most common greenhouse gas is carbon dioxide. It is in 
the breath we exhale and it is also found in the emissions from power plants used to make 
electricity and from other industrial facilities.  Many scientists believe that carbon dioxide and 
other greenhouse gases are influencing the earth’s climate. 
 
One method for decreasing carbon dioxide emissions that holds promise for scientists and 
engineers is called geologic sequestration.  For this, carbon dioxide is captured before being 
released into the air and then injected thousands of feet below the earth’s surface for permanent 
storage in selected layers of rock.  The East Bend demonstration will involve injection into a brine 
reservoir, located more than 3,000 feet below the surface and drinking water supplies. 
 
The project at East Bend is part of a multi-year research program sponsored by the U.S. 
Department of Energy in seven regions of the country.  In our region, the Midwest Regional 
Carbon Sequestration Partnership (MRCSP) is coordinating this program.   
 
Over the past two years, the partnership collected data about the geology (earth and rock 
structures) in the region. Their studies showed that geology in the area under the East Bend 
Generating Station may be well-suited for safely storing carbon dioxide. It includes porous 
sandstone layers thousands of feet below the surface with very dense cap rock (or seals) lying 
above.  Over the next four to six months, we will host the MRCSP as it conducts more detailed 
studies to confirm the suitability of the location.  If the area proves to be suitable, a second step 
will begin.  This includes applying for a permit to the appropriate regulatory agencies and 
injecting, over a period of a few months, about the same amount of carbon dioxide that is emitted 
during one day of operation of East Bend Station.   
 
This project is one of about 25 that are planned across the country. Each project is being conducted 
on a very small scale.  But together, they represent an important step in advancing our knowledge 
and an opportunity to help future generations control greenhouse gas emissions in a cost-effective 
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manner. Each project includes extensive measurement and monitoring both to ensure safety and to 
provide useful data to researchers. We at Duke Energy are proud to be contributing to this 
important effort.  
 
The attached fact sheet provides more information about the project.  If you have any questions, 
would like to receive additional information or be placed on a mailing list for project updates, 
please contact: 
 
Eric Kinstler, East Bend Station Technical Manager, at 513-467-4738; eric.kinstler@duke-
energy.com  or 
 
Brian Weisker, East Bend Station Manager, at 513-467-4646; brian.weisker@duke-energy.com 
 
Questions or comments may also be sent by email to Dr. Neeraj Gupta, the Battelle Manager for 
the MRCSP Geologic Field Demonstration Projects, at gupta@battelle.org.    
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