
  

Digging deep  

Test well for storing carbon could be key to Ohio’s energy future  
Thursday, January 18, 2007 

Plans by the Ohio Air Quality Development Authority to test the 
state’s potential for storing carbon dioxide underground are a 
sign that Ohio is moving toward a smarter energy industry, despite a disappointing setback last 
summer.  

Failing to lure a $1 billion federally funded project, the FutureGen experimental power plant, was a 
blow, but the authority understands that Ohio needs to keep working toward the energy technologies 
of the future.  

Most experts expect that before too long, the federal government will begin limiting emissions of 
carbon dioxide, a primary product of burning fossil fuels.  

One method that shows promise is pumping the carbon dioxide back into the ground.  

The idea is to capture this gas from a smokestack, pressurize it into a liquid and pump it deep 
underground, into empty oil and gas reservoirs or other rock formations. There, it can’t escape or 
contaminate underground water supplies.  

One reason neither of Ohio’s suggested sites was chosen for the FutureGen project was that the air 
authority, which coordinated the bid, didn’t know enough about the state’s deep geology, hence its 
potential for holding carbon dioxide.  

The test-well project, dubbed the Ohio Stratigraphic Borehole, will help fix that.  

With a $2.3 million budget — $1 million from the legislature and $1.3 million from the authority — 
Battelle will oversee the effort to drill more than 9,000 feet into the rock of either Tuscarawas, 
Carroll or Meigs counties. The exact location hasn’t been chosen.  

Ohio long has struggled with the environmental impact of its coal industry, including the sulfur-
dioxide emissions blamed for acid rain in the northeastern United States. That problem has been 
addressed with scrubbers and other technologies, but at significant cost.  

The industry and state government are wise to confront today’s evengreater challenge: to slow the 
progress of global warming by cutting back on greenhouse gases.  

Having technologies in place before regulations come will make complying with them far easier.  

But helping to develop those technologies would accomplish even more by making Ohio a leader in 
what promises to be a lucrative industry.  
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