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You've seen the Energizer Bunny bang its drum across your television screen. Judy Pletcher, 

proprietress of the Rockwood Mill Shoppes & Opera House in Rockwood, is a far more 

interesting, human version of that character. She's one of the boosters of an old-fashioned July 

Fourth celebration the Somerset County town will stage to celebrate its 150th anniversary from 

July 4 through 7.

With a population of fewer than 1,000 people, Rockwood is 65 miles southeast of Pittsburgh and 

nine miles southwest of Somerset. But as one of the stops on the Allegheny Highlands Trail, 

Rockwood draws at least 50,000 bicyclists each year. That trail is part of the Great Allegheny 

Passage biking and hiking trail, which runs from McKeesport to Cumberland, Md. Founded in 

1857, Rockwood grew up beside various railroads and the Casselman River.

The four-day lineup of festivities features the dropping of Ping-Pong balls from the air for people 

to collect and win prizes. Events include the local firefighters' chicken barbecue, a baseball game 

played in vintage uniforms, a Mrs. Rockwood Pageant, a Teen Idol celebration if enough 

youngsters enter, a children's costume parade, horse and buggy rides, an outdoor movie and a 5K 

race or 6.2-mile race.
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Since the Mill Shoppes & Opera House opened seven years ago, locals have gathered for coffee, 

stopped for pizza or ice cream or shopped at one of 23 retailers. The wooden and brick structure, 

built in the 1890s on Main Street, houses 23 retailers. A year ago, Dan Rooney and his family 

stopped for a private, catered lunch at the Opera House as they made their way on the bike trail.

Before Mrs. Pletcher decided to renovate it, the feed mill and opera house had sat vacant for seven 

years. In 2000, Mrs. Pletcher announced to her husband that she had bought the property.

"Woman, have you lost your mind?" Terry Pletcher asked.

Mrs. Pletcher just laughs at that memory.

"He called it a change of life mental lapse. We did 85 percent of the work ourselves. We scrubbed 

floors on our hands and knees and cleaned steam engine dirt out of the cracks. It's a lot bigger 

than what I thought it was. When you are scrubbing every inch of this building, you find out how 

big it is," Mrs. Pletcher said.

Patti Jo Lambert, Mrs. Pletcher's daughter, grew up in Rockwood and lives in Cranberry.

"The town never had a central gathering place. The Mill Shoppes has become that. I run into 

people there I went to high school with."

For more about the town's history and a complete schedule of events, visit 

www.rockwood150.com.
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