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Minutes of the Regular Meeting of the City Council of the City of Lava Hot 

Springs, Idaho held on Thursday, March 12, 2020 at 5:30 p.m., Lava City Hall, 115 

West Elm Street, Lava Hot Springs, Idaho. 

 

Present: Jon Thomson, Mayor 

  Randy Benglan, Councilperson 

  Rickey Frandsen, Councilperson 

  Lisa Guthrie, Councilperson 

  Brian Hinz, Councilperson 

  Gary Cooper, City Attorney      

  Canda Dimick, City Clerk 

  Lindsey McCulloch, City Code Enforcement Officer 

    Amantha Sierra, Office Assistance   

 

Excused:    
    

Guests:  Collin Petrun, Craig Knutson, Officer Fullman, Cody De Los Reyes, 

Shane Tillotson, Gail Palen, Kelly Meyers & kids, Mr & Mrs Brenda Hatfield, 

Bryce Chruch, Kody Tillotson, Sherril Tillotson,  

  

Mayor Thomson opens the meeting and welcomes everyone.  

 

Announce Agenda Deadline for April 9, 2020 meeting will be April 02, 2020:  

Mayor Thomson announced agenda deadline for April 09, 2020 meeting will be 

April 02, 2020.  Mayor Thomson explained the one week deadline time frame is 

the time required by the City to make up the agenda, add the times to the agenda, 

time period requirement to post the agenda according to the law and council 

requires time to review the items on the agenda.  It is the responsibility of the 

induvial who is requesting to be added to the agenda.  It’s not the city employee or 

council members to make sure you get on the agenda.  If a person wants on the 

agenda and not sure if they are on it they need to check with the City before the 

agenda deadline date, not the day of the meeting.  Mayor recommends leaving the 

time frame as is unless council would like to change it.  Council agreed to leave as 

is.     

  

Approval of Minutes (Motion to table minutes) - ACTION ITEM:  

Councilperson Guthrie made a motion to table until next schedule meeting.  

Councilperson Benglan seconded the motion.  All voted aye, unanimous.     
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The Pledge of Allegiance is led by Mayor Thomson.   

  

Review & Approve Bills: 

City Clerk Canda Dimick reviewed list of bills with council.  Lindsey McCulloch, 

City Code Enforcement Officer reported on the class she would like to attend in 

Idaho Falls plus a yearly membership and mileage reimbursed to and from the 

class.   Mayor Thomson explained repairs to the street sweeper.  Many of the parts 

had not been changed for the last two years.  They wear out but, it will be ready to 

go for a year or so.  City Clerk Canda Dimick is concerned with Rocky Mountain 

solar credit she has not seen any credit this winter.   Councilperson Hinz suggested 

checking the switches to make sure they are activated if they are then Rocky 

Mountain Powers needs to be notified to find out what is going on.   

 

A)  Easter Egg Hunt Contribution - ACTION ITEM:  The Easter Egg Hunt is 

scheduled to be held at Buddy Campbell Park.  Councilperson Guthrie addressed 

concerns with the Coronavirus if the school closes she feels like the City may need 

to cancel the Easter Egg Hunt at Buddy Campbell Park.  Mayor reported that the 

City will need to watch and if the school closes then the City will need to follow 

suite.  Councilperson Guthrie reported at this time they’re not talking about closing 

but you never know.  Councilperson Guthrie made a motion to contribute two 

hundred (200.00) for the Easter Egg Hunt this year.  Councilperson Benglan 

seconded the motion.  All voted aye, unanimous.                                      

 

B)  Purchase Traffic Signs - ACTION ITEM:  Mayor reported on the cost of the 

traffic signs the City would like to purchase.  Three thousand and twenty eight 

dollars (3,028.00).  One (1) dozen parallel parking signs and a half of dozen “no 

parking” signs and poles to mount them.  Councilperson Hinz made a motion to 

purchase traffic signs.  Councilperson Guthrie seconded the motion.  All voted aye, 

unanimous.        

 

C)  Motion to Approve Bills - ACTION ITEM:   Councilperson Hinz made a 

motion to pay the bills.  Councilperson Frandsen seconded the motion.  All voted 

aye, unanimous.     

 

Law Enforcement/Code Enforcement: 

A) Building Permit Report – Lindsey McCulloch, Code Enforcement Officer:  

Lindsey McCulloch, City Code Enforcement Officer reported on building 

inspections completed in the last month.   
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B) Tree Trimming Notices Report – Lindsey McCulloch, Code Enforcement 

Officer:  Lindsey McCulloch, City Code Enforcement Officer has started working 

on notices, May 16th.   

 

Lindsey McCulloch, City Code Enforcement Officer reported that she has sent out 

sidewalk notices as reminders.  City Clerk Canda Dimick reported she has talked 

with Tony Hobson, City Maintenance and the City has to coordinator with property 

owners in order to get the curb and gutters done at the same time.  Currently Tony 

is having a hard time finding a contractor and he didn’t think it could be done any 

sooner than June 1st.    

 

City Clerk Canda Dimick reported that Kathy Archibald called and asked what the 

council meant by a privacy fence requirement around the foundation.  Kathy 

wondered if a four (4) foot chain link fence was acceptable.  City Clerk Canda 

Dimick explains the minutes doesn’t reference a height or the type of fence it 

references it only mentions a privacy fence around the foundation.  Councilperson 

Hinz doesn’t feel like a chain link fence is a privacy fence.  Council feels a privacy 

fence is something you can’t see through.  City Clerk Canda Dimick will notify her 

that it needs to be solid and four (4) foot is fine.   

 

C) Monthly Law Enforcement/Code Enforcement Reports:  Officer Fullman 

reported they don’t have anything to address at this time.  Is there anything the 

City would like him to take back and address?  Councilperson Hinz questioned if 

anything has been done to focus on July 4th patrol.  Officer Fullman explains they 

have not gotten anything established.  They will do the normal but, they haven’t 

finalized anything and there is still time.  July 4th will be on Saturday this year.  

Half the Officer will be in Pocatello and the other half in Lava.  Officer Fullman 

believe it will be a busy summer.  Plan for a three (3) day weekend for the July 4th 

and the City should plan on extra patrol.  Thanks expressed for timely report.    

 

D) Misdemeanor Citations vs. Infractions – City Attorney - ACTION ITEM: 

Gary Cooper, City Attorney reported he has analyzed the difference between 

misdemeanor and infractions and went through the city code and picked out all the 

violations which are currently treated as misdemeanors and as you can see it’s 

almost everything.  He explained it really comes down to a policy decision as to 

which of these you want to keep as misdemeanor verses infractions.  Misdemeanor 

are a little more serious and they’re considered criminal.  They get the protection 

of the criminal law, there is more hearings, burden of proof required, the fine can 

be greater and the way it is initiated which, probably is the biggest issue for the 

City.  It’s pretty much the same as an infraction but, there are a lot of these 
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violations that are probably better treated as infractions.  There are somethings that 

are more serious and you’re going to want to keep them as misdemeanors.  This is 

not something we need to do immediately.  It looks like to me we are going to have 

to have an amendment to our code to provide for infractions.  This ties into our 

meeting with the prosecutor scheduled for April 15th, 2020.  Councilperson Hinz 

made a motion to table misdemeanor citations vs. infractions until after the 

meeting with the Bannock County Prosecutor.  Councilperson Benglan seconded 

the motion.  All voted aye, unanimous.       

 

E) Meeting with Bannock County Prosecutor (Scheduled for April 15th):   The 

Bannock County Prosecutor Attorney and I have talked a little bit about The City 

of Lava’s ordinance concerning misdemeanor citations vs. infractions and I think 

it’s a good time to talk with him.  They have some staffing shortages that are going 

to create problems with them being able to handle the case load from Lava.  So I 

think we need to be thinking about how many cases the City actual anticipate are 

going to go to infraction or misdemeanors that the City will have to prosecute.  

There may be some option other than going through the prosecutor attorney’s 

office for those prosecution.  Mayor Thomson suggested Gary Cooper, Lindsey 

McCulloch, Randy Benglan & myself meeting with the prosecutor attorney.  Gary 

explains the prosecutor will have himself and somebody from the Bannock County 

Sherriff office attend.  The meeting will be held at Gary office in Pocatello.  Mayor 

announced the meeting is scheduled for April 15th, 2020, 1:30 p.m.  Councilperson 

Hinz asked if Barbie at Gary’s office could send out an invite to the meeting to 

everyone.   

 

Lava Chamber of Commerce – Kelly Myers, Event Coordinator:                     

A) Fire & Ice Update:  Kelly Myers, Event Coordinator requested feedback from 

the Council on Fire & Ice.  Mayor Thomson questioned if extra patrol was needed 

for the event.  Bannock County questioned why it was not requested.  City Clerk 

Canda Dimick explained in the past the Chamber of Commerce paid for extra 

patrol for Friday night and Saturday day & night.  Bannock County questioned 

why they were not needed this year.  Kelly explained she wasn’t aware that she 

needed to ask for additional help.  She had search and rescue here for the Polar 

Bear float.  Councilperson Hinz comments he saw three (3) stories on the news and 

one of them was positive, he felt good about that one.  One of them was from a 

prior bar owner and the other one from the President of the Chamber of Commerce 

and both commenting this is a fun little party town.  I don’t think that was the idea 

of the City to market Fire & Ice as a fun little party town.  I’m sure it was a 

harmless comment by the Chamber President.  Kelly agreed and mentioned they’re 

trying to make the event more of a family friendly event.  Councilperson Hinz 
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suggested the Event Coordinator needs to reach out to news agency and have her 

be the reprehensive for any press releases.  Kelly explained Brigitta does a press 

release for the event.  Councilperson Hinz is concerned with the news releases and 

would like Kelly to address.  Mayor Thomson commented that he had a couple of 

discussion with the Fire Marshal after the fact and they are concerned with the fire 

activity that continued after the venue event was completed.   The only activities 

that was approved for the event was the ones presented in the special event 

application.  Kelly comments she doesn’t have control of the whole town.  Mayor 

Thomson responds he is not pointing it at her but if they want their permit again 

they may not get it.  Kelly asked if he is talking about the Chamber of Commerce 

special event permit.  Mayor Thomson responds no just the open fire venue portion 

of the event on the special event permit.  If it had been done the way it was 

supposed to be done they would have been fine but, dragging the log down Main 

Street was not approved in the permit.  All I’m saying if you’re permitted to do 

something in that location it needs to stay in that location.  Kelly responds okay, I 

didn’t even know that was going on.  Mayor Thomson responds that has nothing to 

do with you.  You presented the permit to council and it was approved, it’s the 

participant.  I not blaming you but, if those type of events want to continue then 

you need to follow the rules that’s laid out in the permit.   Kelly reported on Fire & 

Ice.  Revenue was up and the Chamber of Commerce meet their goal the set.    

Councilperson Hinz question what percentage was it up.  Kelly responded she 

doesn’t know the percentage.  Sherril Tillotson reported forty (40) percent.  Kelly 

reports volunteer support was better but, we can still improve there.   An informal 

survey was done with businesses and it showed they were pleased with the revenue 

compared to the previous year.  Wine tasting was the largest wine tasting we’ve 

had in any prior Fire & Ice.  Retail sales and occupancy rates were up.  It seems 

like the events were a little stronger, we had Kip Attaway and Bingo those were 

just a little bit more conducive to the guest showing up to those events instead of 

Casino Night and Comedian Night that we had last year.  Kelly think the events 

were just a little bit stronger this year.    

 

B)  Miscellaneous:   

Colin Petrun announced he would like to be on the agenda for next month.  

Camron and I are the Lava Beautification committee for the Chamber of 

Commerce and we have some solution/ideals for trash cleanup and trash 

receptacle.  Mayor Thomson explained the deadline for getting on the agenda will 

be April the 2nd for the April 9th meeting.  Contact City Clerk Canda Dimick before 

April 2nd.  Councilperson Hinz commented if you have paperwork and anything to 

go with it make sure you give it to Canda by April 2nd.  Colin responded he will by 

then.  
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Sherril Tillotson reported on RFP (Request for Proposal) marketing plan she 

presented to council in January.  She explains they meet their date, it was sent out 

on the date they said it would be.  The final date to receive the RFP was last 

Friday.  Councilperson Benglan the council liaison to our Chamber of Commerece 

meet with us on Tuesday and we reviewed all that were sent in.  Sherril provided 

Mayor and Council with the scoring process and proposal of recommendation.  

Sherril explained that in review the committee looked at creativity and 

experienced.  Councilperson Benglan voiced support of the selection.  Overall 

scoring discussed.  Acceptance and budget discussed.  Sherril reported that the 

RFP references the budget and it’s clear that the budget pends approval of 

financing as asked for and what we are asking for is council to approve that the 

RFP meets the criteria that was set forth by the Chamber, the City and the City 

attorney recommendation on how to include the City in that process and that was 

taken care of.   Discussion followed.  Sherril explains the Chamber is trying to stay 

ahead, we’re trying to give the City all the information they possible can on what’s 

happening at the chamber level and we want to bring the City on as a partner on 

everything that is happening.  We want to alleviate concerns, we want to be very 

open, to be very accretive and progressive in what we are doing.  Councilperson 

Benglan asked if it’s as simple as notifying them that they’ve been selected for 

2021 pending financial approval in October.  Sherril responds if the City not 

prepared to act on this.  Accepting the recommendation from the Chamber tonight, 

as far as the selection of the agent for marketing for 2021.   What you would be 

acting on tonight is the selection of an agency based on our recommendations our 

letter would go out to them that we made the recommendation.  City Clerk Canda 

Dimick explains the contract would be with the City as any other contractor.  

Discussion followed.  No action item required.  She requested to be added to April 

council meeting as an action item.  Sherril commented that she has asked Canda to 

add the marketing committee report as a regular item as the Chamber business.   

Sherill announced the Chamber is working with the transportation department for 

better signage from Pocatello to Lava.  They are working on recommendation they 

have received and would like to report each month to the City on what they are 

working on, keep the City in the loop.  She will let Canda know the she feels like 

an action item will need to be added to next month’s agenda. 

 

Bryce Church reported on the fireworks future.  Bryce has talked with the Lions 

club about another agency picking up the fireworks event.  We don’t have any 

solutions.  We as a Chamber will be putting together a fund raising drive and it 

may be on going, to try and make sure that the firework display continues going 
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forward.  Mayor reported that the Lions club gave the City their funds for this 

year’s fireworks.  Bryce is concerned that price potential could increase.    

 

Festival Funding Report and Newsletter/Flyer – Craig Knutson - ACTION 

ITEM:  Craig Knutson handed out letter from Zack Mower, the new elementary 

school principle, supporting the music program.  The festival has funded a music 

program at the elementary school.  Every student gets instruction every week, K-6 

grade from a qualified teacher.  She is an excellent teacher, has eighteen (18) years 

of teaching experience.  The festival spent several thousands of dollars purchasing 

instruments for that program at the beginning of the Year.  We just added another 

twenty ukuleles.  They will start learning them this week.  Zack has written a letter 

that we would like to get out to the community.  The festival has purchased all the 

instruments that are currently in the school being used, with the exception of a few 

that were loaned to us by the catholic school that Diana worked at. Diana is retired 

now and the only school she teaches at is Lava elementary.  She has agreed to 

continue and is very interested in building the program.  We are working on a grant 

to improve our stock of instruments.  Next year we would like to start instructing 

kids on band instruments.  Right now the district provides an instructor during the 

spring who comes in occasional and works with two (2) students.  That’s his total 

contact with students and one of them is his child.  We had discussion with Zack 

and we would like to get instruments so the school has band instruments available 

for all.  We are going to try to partner in some way with the district to try and get 

Diana in a positon to move the band program ahead with 5th & 6th grade classes.  

The program is really doing well and the students are having a great time and they 

are learning.  They have the students scheduled for a performance at the folk 

festival at the Community Building on Saturday.  We want to continue next year of 

coarse and we want to build a program however we have a little problem.  We’re 

uncertain if we will be able to have a festival in April.  We have probably two (2) 

weeks to make that decision.  If we don’t hold the festival we will be scrambling 

for partnerships in the community to support the program for next year.  We pay 

all the expenses to acquire the instruments for the program and we pay the 

instructor’s salary and it this point we have no support from the district for that 

program.   The festival as you know is depended on generous donations from 

businesses that support the musician that come in, they get a siphon for playing 

plus room and board.  If we can’t hold the festival we will be looking for money 

from the community to support the program for next year.  Our cost will go up a 

little this year.  Our cost is about thirty eight hundred (3,800.00) dollars next year 

we think it’s going to be about forty nine (4,900.00) dollars to continue with the 

level of instruction that we have now.  What I gave you tonight is the letter from 

Zack describing what the program is and an attentive schedule for event at the 
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festival.  In order to be really effective on what we are doing in the school we’re 

hoping that the City could include the letter from Zach and the festival schedule as 

part of the mailing with the utility bills in April.  Gail Palen clarified what Craig is 

referring to is if we don’t have the festival it’s strictly due to Corona Virus 

concerns.  We have two (2) alternate dates and we hope to use the same schedule 

and not have a large variance in the performers.  I’m hoping if the festival can’t be 

held in April it will just be postponed to either later in the summer or September.   

Craig reports they also are looking for other sources of funds.  We would like to 

diversify funding for this program.  We will be trying to partner with various 

groups of the community as we move forward.  Zack is going to be making a 

presentation to PTO about ways they can help support.  We will be talking with the 

district to see if we can get some funding from them as well.  This is something we 

really think is working well and we think is a great thing for the Children.  We are 

really happy with the program and were able to secure a really good instructor for 

the children.  Councilperson Guthrie made a motion to send out flyer in the water 

bills.  Councilperson Hinz seconded the motion.  All voted aye, unanimous.     

         

Special Event Permit(s) - ALL ACTION ITEMS: 

A)  Annual Easter Egg Hunt – April 11, 2020:  Councilperson Hinz made a 

motion to approve.  Councilperson Benglan seconded the motion.  All voted aye, 

unanimous.     

 

B)  Lava Chamber of Commerce Wellness Festival – May 16, 2020:  

Councilperson Hinz made a motion to approve.  Councilperson Guthrie seconded 

the motion.  All voted aye, unanimous.                       

 

C)  POW*MIA Awareness Association Thunder Run – May 25, 2020:  Mayor 

Thomson reported the program will be pretty much the same as last year’s 

itinerary.  I’m in the process of talking with our two (2) veterans club to see if one 

of them want to do a flag ceremony or something in conjunction with the program.  

The mayor has already committed to roping off and keeping Main Street open for 

the 11:30 – 12:30 o’clock time frame pretty much the same venue as last year.  I 

Councilperson Hinz made a motion to approve.  Councilperson Guthrie seconded 

the motion.  All voted aye, unanimous.        

 

Building Permit(s) - ALL ACTION ITEMS: 

A) Remodel loft, complete new deck with stairs, install sprinkler system and 

remodel storage for future commercial kitchen – 100 Bristol Park Lane - K & 

A Camping, Inc., Applicant/Property Owner; Riley’s Construction, Inc., 

Contractor:  Kody Tillotson reviewed the permit with Council.  Biggest change is 
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remodel of the loft, a portion of the A-frame in that building will be an overnight 

rental and putting a deck back in that was tore down years ago.  Fire suppression 

will be installed.  Engineer plans included with permit.  Councilperson Hinz made 

a motion to approve.  Councilperson Benglan seconded the motion.  All voted aye, 

unanimous.     

 

B) Massage Therapy Studio – 617 W. Main Street – Brenda Hatfield, 

Applicant/Property Owner:  Brenda Hatfield reviewed her plans with council.   

Brenda explained she had a massage business in Draper, UT for ten (10) years and 

she would like to open and operate a massage therapy studio from her home.  They 

will put a parking area in as soon as the snow and mud is gone.  They are planning 

on three (3) parking spaces for the business.  The business will only be in one room 

in the basement. Mayor Thomson reported on Tony Hobson, City Maintenance 

concern of a potential blind spot on the property.  Blind spot discussed.  

Councilperson Benglan questioned the parking map he would like to see where the 

parking stalls are and how the ingress and egress are going to be.  Councilperson 

Hinz would like to the see where the road is on the map.  City Clerk Canda Dimick 

reported one (1) parking space required for every two hundred & fifty (250) square 

feet.  Parking stall requirement is eight by fifteen (8X15) feet.  Discussion 

followed.  Councilperson Benglan requested a site plan for two (2) parking stalls 

required per ordinance with the ingress and egress, where the cars will come in and 

out of off 6th Street.  Sign will be placed on the door.  A sign permit submitted with 

the business license application.  Councilperson Benglan made a motion to 

approve the application for a change of use permit for a massage therapy studio on 

617 W Main Street pending approval of an improved site plan that shows parking 

stalls, ingress, egress and the full property site plan plus state inspector approval.  

Councilperson Hinz seconded the motion.  All voted aye, unanimous.  Mayor 

Thomson offered to help with the site plan.             

 

C) Residential Home Design Plan Changes – East Fife Street – John & 

Michelle Taylor, Owners/Contractor:   Mayor Thomson explained the Taylor 

house that was approved by council has made some minor alteration to the plans.  

The footprint that touches the ground did not change but, the second level 

increased to match the footprint below the pitch of the roof changed and they 

actual reduced the height overall.  City Clerk Canda Dimick explained the drop off 

on the slope ended up being about seven (7) feet different than what they had 

original anticipated when they started filling in there foundation & everything  so, 

they had to make some changes to the house plan.  It’s not going to be as much of 

an A-frame.  Mayor Thomson reported it doesn’t change the setbacks.  It does 

change the overall height but, it changes it lower and it was already within 
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ordinance.  The address hasn’t changed it’s still off of Fife.  The basement it’s self 

hasn’t changed.  It’s still in the same position.  Councilperson Hinz questioned 

when the original was approved.  Councilperson Hinz questioned the permit 

expiring.  City Clerk Canda Dimick reported that the foundation is excavated and 

they are looking for a contractor to frame.  Councilperson Hinz apologized for 

being skeptical but until council, City Code Enforcement Officer and P&Z 

(Planning and Zoning commission) has time to review he will not feel comfortable 

signing off on the drawings.  His concerns are due to a prior project that was not 

built according to the drawings council approved.   He personally will not sign off 

on until we have a chance to review.  Councilperson Benglan asked for 

clarification.  Councilperson Hinz would like to compare these drawing with the 

original drawings that were approved.  Councilperson Benglan asked 

Councilperson Hinz are you looking for whether it’s a simple change or if they 

need to submit a whole new application.   Councilperson Hinz is concerned if it’s 

what was explained is in the plan or if there is hidden changes we are not aware of.   

Councilperson Benglan asked if the building inspector will give us an analysis of 

the changes.  Councilperson Benglan explains he is not a builder and would rely on 

someone with expertise to give me a report on the changes.  Lindsey McCulloch, 

City Code Enforcement Officer asked if she can work with the building inspector 

to compare the changes and report back to council.  Lindsey explains she received 

the plans last week and she has asked the building inspector about the changes.  

They reported back that they are still reviewing and will get back to her.  Council 

would like all changes to be reviewed by P&Z (Planning and Zoning commission) 

and the Building Inspector before they are presented to Council.  Discussion 

followed.  Mayor Thomson reviewed what the council is requesting, table until 

next meeting and have P&Z (Planning and Zoning commission) and the State 

Building Inspector do the review.  Councilperson Hinz made a motion to send to 

P&Z (Planning and Zoning commission) and the State Building Inspector for 

approval and revisit at that time.  Councilperson Guthrie seconded the motion.  All 

voted aye, unanimous.  Councilperson Frandsen reviewed with Lindsey on what 

the council is looking for, that the overall size has not changed, offset, location on 

the lot, that the height hasn’t changed and any other changes from original to 

updated plan.           

  

Business License(s) - ALL ACTION ITEMS: 

A) Coast to Coast Carports, Inc. – Gerardo Torres, Owner/Applicant – 

Expired License Renewal:  Councilperson Hinz made a motion to approve.  

Councilperson Benglan seconded the motion.  All voted aye, unanimous.     
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B) Consumer Cellular Inc – Expired License Renewal:  Councilperson Hinz 

made a motion to approve.  Councilperson Guthrie seconded the motion.  All voted 

aye, unanimous.     

 

C) Frontline Engraving – Brook West & Sandi Sturgeon, Owners/Applicants 

– Expired License Renewal:  Councilperson Hinz made a motion to approve.  

Councilperson Guthrie seconded the motion.  All voted aye, unanimous.     

 

D) Home Hotel – Sorensens Home Hotel, LLC, Owner/Applicant – New 

License:  Councilperson Hinz made a motion to approve pending closing.  

Councilperson Guthrie seconded the motion.  All voted aye, unanimous.  Mayor 

Thomson reported that the City has ordered parking signs and the parking will be 

enforced parallel parking.       

 

E) NPRTO West, LLC – Prog Leasing, LLC, Owner/Applicant – Expired 

License Renewal:  Councilperson Hinz made a motion to approve.  Councilperson 

Guthrie seconded the motion.  All voted aye, unanimous.     

 

F) Rife’s Works – Whalen Rife, Owner/Applicant – Expired License Renewal:  

Councilperson Hinz made a motion to approve.  Councilperson Guthrie seconded 

the motion.  All voted aye, unanimous.     

 

G) Tranquil Existence – Brenda N. Hatfield, Owner/Applicant – New License:   

Councilperson Hinz made a motion to approve pending a sign permit.  

Councilperson Guthrie seconded the motion.  All voted aye, unanimous.     

   

Non-Property Tax Permit(s) - ALL ACTION ITEMS: 

A) Home Hotel – Sorensens Home Hotel, LLC, Owner/Applicant:  

Councilperson Hinz made a motion to approve pending State ID number.  

Councilperson Guthrie seconded the motion.  All voted aye, unanimous.       

 

B) MTD Products Company:  Councilperson Hinz made a motion to approve.  

Councilperson Guthrie seconded the motion.  All voted aye, unanimous.     

 

C) USB Leasing, LT:  Councilperson Hinz made a motion to approve.  

Councilperson Guthrie seconded the motion.  All voted aye, unanimous.     

  

Sign Permit(s) - ALL ACTION ITEMS: 

A) Lava Hillside Suites – (2 signs) 289 E. 1st Alley S (Elm side) and corer of 

South 3rd and West Main - Cody A. De Los Reyes/Applicant:  Mayor Thomson 
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reported on the two (2) signs.  One sign is on their property and the other sign is on 

leased property, permission received from lessor.   Lindsey McCulloch, City Code 

Enforcement Officer reviewed property map, sign locations and the sign sizes with 

council.  The sign on their property is to be attached to the railing.  Cody De Los 

Reyes announced the sign that is currently on the railing is temporary.  The sign on 

leased property will not be lighted.  Councilperson Benglan made a motion to 

approve the Lava Hillside Suites sign permit.  Councilperson Guthrie seconded the 

motion.  All voted aye, unanimous.     

 

Lava Planning & Zoning Commission - ALL ACTION ITEMS: 

A) Conditional Use Permit to convert existing storage building to mini storage 

building – 9856 East Maughan Road (City Impact Area)– Sherril Tillotson, 

Owner/Applicant:  City Clerk Canda Dimick reported that she sent notice to P&Z 

(Planning and Zoning commission).  P&Z didn’t feel like anything was critical and 

choose not to schedule a special meeting and left it up to council discretion.  

Mayor Thomson asked if it was an existing building.  Shane Tillotson reported that 

there is an existing storage building for phase one (1).  There will be two (2) 

phases.  As of right now it’s a thirty by forty (30X40) shop we are not utilizing and 

we will be converting it to sixteen (16) five by fifteen (5X15) storage units.  Mayor 

Thomson explains it falls within in the recreational zoning, it’s in Lava impact area 

and so many feet within lava’s well.  City Clerk Canda Dimick reports Bannock 

County is looking to find out if the City supports, or in favor or reject.  

Councilperson Hinz made a motion to support.  Councilperson Guthrie seconded 

the motion.  All voted aye, unanimous.  The second phase of the project will be 

larger units, haven’t decided on size as of yet.    

 

B)  Building Permit Forms Recommendation:  City Clerk Canda Dimick 

reported that P&Z (Planning and Zoning commission) has finished making there 

changes and the State Building Inspectors have made theirs recommendations.  

The changes are for the Council’s review and to report back on.  It won’t go in 

effect until the council approves.  Mayor will review with Lindsey McCulloch, 

City Code Enforcement Officer.  Discussion followed.  Councilperson Guthrie 

made a motion to table building permit forms recommendation until we have time 

to review.  Councilperson Hinz seconded the motion.  All voted aye, unanimous.     

 

Meetings/Announcements/Miscellaneous: 

A) Direct Communication Franchise Fee - ACTION ITEM:  City Clerk Canda 

Dimick reported that the motion at the last meeting didn’t receive a second and the 

council needs to confirm that the attorney has the authority to contact Direct 

Communications.  Councilperson Hinz made a motion confirming authorizing to 
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City Attorney.  Councilperson Frandsen seconded the motion.  All voted aye, 

unanimous.   Gary Cooper, City Attorney reported that he has made contact with 

Direct Communication and they would be happy to meet with the City.  Gary 

suggested meeting with Direct Communication at City Hall and would like City 

Clerk Canda Dimick to be involved because she has institutional knowledge about 

this.  Gary explained the loss of the franchise fee is around Twenty eight hundred 

(2,800.00) a year.  Attorney explained that there are options.  Options one (1) 

franchise agreement or two (2) right-a-way use agreement.  Discussion followed 

on Direct Communications history in Lava, services and franchise fee.  

Councilperson Frandsen made a motion to proceed with meeting with Direct 

Communication.  Councilperson Guthrie seconded the motion.  All voted aye, 

unanimous.     

 

B) Annual Topaz Irrigation Company Shareholder Meeting – March 26th -     

ACTION ITEM:  Councilperson Guthrie made a motion for Tony Hobson, City 

Maintenance to attend.  Councilperson Hinz seconded the motion.  All voted aye, 

unanimous.     

 

C) Lava Annual Clean Up Day – May 16th 8 am to 4 pm:  Councilperson Hinz 

made a motion for Councilperson Guthrie to manage.  Councilperson Benglan 

seconded the motion.  All voted aye, unanimous.       

 

D) Miscellaneous:  None  

  

Ordinance Work Session: 

A)  Ordinance 2020-1 Business License Ordinance Amendment - ACTION 

ITEM:   

B)  Schedule Special Meeting to review Zoning Ordinance Draft - ACTION 

ITEM:  Councilperson Hinz made a motion to schedule special meeting for 

business license and zoning ordinance draft on April 2nd, 6:00 p.m.  Councilperson 

Guthrie seconded the motion.  All voted aye, unanimous.  Gary Cooper, City 

Attorney asked if he needs to be at the meeting.  Council decided no, they are just 

reviewing what the suggested ordinance and will follow up with Gary if they have 

any question, changes or comments.  He has a couple more suggestion he needs to 

follow up with City Clerk Canda Dimick he will try to get to them by April 2nd.        

 

Projects: 

A) Water Improvement Project: 

1) Auxiliary Well – Randy Benglan:  Councilperson Benglan read an email he 

sent to council.   
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“I was approached by an owner of 10 lots at Thunder Canyon Estates about exploring placing the city 

auxiliary well out by the golf course somewhere and in turn providing water to the Thunder Canyon 
Estates association. They have existing wells and have charged $10k for existing hook ups. If their HOA 
Board is interested, it might be worth asking the engineers to explore feasibility. As golf course owner, I 
would be interested in such a project as well, if I could access water for potential future development. It 
might be rare timing to get something done out there”   
 

Councilperson Benglan read a letter from Thunder Mountain Estates. 
“Dear City of Lava Hot Springs as a Thunder Canon Estates owners association we would like to express 
our interest in working with the City in regards to its ongoing water project as per initial discussion with 
Randy Benglan we’re interested in the possibility of connecting our water access to that of the Cities and 
feel that both parties could benefit from such a partnership.  We look forward to any further discussion on 
the matter.”   
 

Mayor Thomson questioned Councilperson Benglan on how many lots.  

Councilperson Benglan responded he thinks there are around eighty eight (88) lots 

and the existing tie-ends all paid ten (10,000.00) thousands.  Current hookup fees 

in City limits, cost for parts and the potential increase discussed.   City has focused 

along the Portneuf tributary.  Discussion followed.  Mayor Thomson reported the 

City is looking at one hundred and fifty (150) gallon well.  Well site is an acre 

parcel and then easements have to be established back to tie into city’s system.  

Thunder Mountain Estates has two (2) wells, unknown capacity.  Councilperson 

Frandsen suggested looking at well logs along Dempsey Creek to see what type of 

water and amounts in private wells.  Council agreed that wherever the well is at the 

City needs to keep in mind the feasibility of tying Thunder Mountain into City 

water system.  Councilperson Benglan supports the Thunder Mountain State 

option.  Mayor Thomson expressed that he is hesitant on pursuing the well until 

City sees what is going to happen with the global change order situation.  City 

Clerk Canda Dimick reported that Tony Hobson, City Maintenance is hesitant on 

connecting to Thunder Mountain Estate to City systems.  Councilperson Benglan 

made a motion for the Mayor to find out information from Keller’s Association on 

what they have for a potential auxiliary well site to partnership with Thunder 

Mountain Estate and their water system. Councilperson Hinz seconded the motion.  

All voted aye, unanimous.     

 

B) Buddy Campbell Park Expansion Project: 

1)  Great Basin Services, Inc. Agreement – ACTION ITEM:  Councilperson 

Benglan made a motion to table Great Basin agreement and to go out for other 

bids. Councilperson Guthrie seconded the motion.  All voted aye, unanimous.     

 

C) Fire Station Addition: 

1) Architectural Drawing Proposal - ACTION ITEM:  Councilperson Hinz 

brought Councilperson Benglan up to date on the fire station project.  We’ve got 
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the design, funding and hit a road block on whether or not we have to have public 

works licensing.  Zach, owner of Respective Design, is working with options and 

want the City to table any decision at this time.  Councilperson Frandsen made a 

motion to table.  Councilperson Guthrie seconded the motion.  All voted aye, 

unanimous.         

 

D) Miscellaneous: City Clerk Canda Dimick reported on an email she sent to all 

council members from Devanee Morrison.  The email is announcing that the State 

will be locking their portable toilets.  Email read “I just wanted to inform you that we will be 

locking our portable toilets this season that are located in our rental parks.  We had a number of 

complaints last year that the toilets were full and filthy by the weekend.  We were hopeful that we would 

have a restroom facility in our East and West Park this year, however, DPW and DBS have caused that to 

be extended beyond this summer.  I just wanted to make you aware of the decision for locking the toilets 

and our reasoning.  I can’t in good conscience charge rental fees and then not provide what we are 

advertising. 

That being said, I didn’t know if the tube stands are going to ensure that the patrons that they are bringing 
to town will have adequate facilities.” 
 

Discussion on City and Tube stand portable toilets locations discussed.     

 

City Clerk Canda Dimick reported on annual 2019 Wastewater Reuse report copies 

given to City Council. 

  

Discussion:  None 

 

Meeting will adjourn in to executive session following the discussion period to 

consider Cedar Springs Condos refund request as permitted by Idaho Code 

74-206 (1) (d):   

  

Motion to adjourn into executive session - ACTION ITEM:  Councilperson 

Guthrie made a motion to adjourn into executive session following the discussion 

period to consider Cedar Springs Condos refund request as permitted by Idaho 

Code 74-206 (1) (d).  Councilperson Benglan seconded the motion.  All voted aye, 

unanimous.  Roll call.  Guthrie -Aye, Benglan-Aye, Frandsen -Aye, Hinz-Aye, 

unanimous.   

 

Motion to reconvene - ACTION ITEM:  Councilperson Guthrie made a motion 

to reconvene.  Councilperson Benglan seconded the motion.  All voted aye, 

unanimous.    
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Motion regarding Cedar Springs Condos Refund Request - ACTION ITEM:  

Councilperson Hinz made a motion to table the Cedar Springs Condos refund 

request until further information is provide.   Councilperson Guthrie seconded the 

motion.  All voted aye, unanimous.     

 

Motion to adjourn - ACTION ITEM:  Councilperson Guthrie made a motion to 

adjourn.  Councilperson Frandsen seconded the motion.  All voted aye, unanimous.     

 

Meeting adjourned at 08:59 p.m. 

 
 

 

_________________________________                  ________________________________ 

Amantha Sierra, Transcriber    Jon Thomson, Mayor 

 

 

 

__________________________________________ 

Canda L. Dimick, City Clerk 


