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The Regular Meeting of the City Council of the City of Lava Hot Springs, Idaho 

will be held by teleconference on Thursday, May 14, 2020 at 5:30 pm. To 

participate or listen to the meeting, please call (408)638-0968, meeting ID number 

is 5731543907#, password 745563#.  Depending on your telephone service plan, 

long distance charges may apply.  All participants will be muted when they join the 

meeting.  Participants are asked to stay on mute until they want to participate in 

their agenda item discussion.  Participants can unmute themselves by entering star 

six (*6). 

 

Present Phone: 

  Jon Thomson, Mayor 

  Randy Benglan, Councilperson 

  Rickey Frandsen, Councilperson 

  Lisa Guthrie, Councilperson 

  Gary Cooper, City Attorney      

  Canda Dimick, City Clerk 

  Lindsey McCulloch, City Code Enforcement Officer 

    Amantha Sierra, Office Assistance   

 

Excused:   Brian Hinz, Councilperson   

    

Guests Phone:  Collin Petrun, Cody & Brandon De Los Reyes, Riley Sorenson, 

Sherril Tillotson, Rick & Katie Hatch, Dan Osborn, Sam Netuschil, Jeff Parson, 

Bryan Phinney, Matthew Hill, Steven Hooper, Kathy Archibald, Brenda Hatfield, 

Wade Olorenshaw, Tyler Prall and one unknown phone number ending in 578. 

  

Mayor Thomson opens the meeting and welcomes everyone attending the zoom 

meeting.  Mayor Thomson announced all motion will require a roll call vote.  

 

Announce Agenda Deadline for June 11, 2020 meeting will be June 4, 2020:  

Mayor Thomson announced agenda deadline for June 11, 2020 meeting will be 

June 4, 2020. 

 

Approval of Minutes (February 13, 2020, February 27, 2020, March 12, 2020 

and March 31, 2020) - ACTION ITEM:  Councilperson Benglan made a motion 

to approve February 13, 2020, February 27, 2020, March 12, 2020 and March 31, 
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2020 minutes .  Councilperson Guthrie seconded the motion.  Roll call.  Guthrie-

Aye, Benglan-Aye, Frandsen-Aye.  All voted aye, unanimous. 

  

  

Review & Approve Bills:   

A)  Motion to approve bills - ACTION ITEM:  City Clerk Canda Dimick 

reviewed list of bills with council.  Big Sky Fireworks bill presented, the order was 

placed and if we pay now the City will receive the discount.  The amount with 

discount is eight thousand four hundred and thirty six (8,436.00) dollars.  A new 

computer tower was required for Canda’s workstation in order to upgrade to 

windows 10. All office computers are upgraded to windows 10.  The cost was six 

hundred forty one dollars and ninety seven cents (641.97).  Paper towel and soap 

dispenser order from Gem State Paper and Supplies to help with Covid19 

compliance in City Hall restroom.  Gen Valley Survey completed survey on Fire 

Station property, one thousand four hundred and seventy (1,470.00) dollars.  Home 

Depot, cross walk paint by the Hot Pools and other area.  Supplies were purchased 

to repair Center Street pedestrian bridge.  The City has a few cancellations on 

Buddy Campbell park pavilion reservation due to the Corona virus.  Jordan and 

Company bill received for payroll services for January through March.  At last 

month council meeting it was tabled because we hadn’t received a bill and an 

estimate was provided.  Keller Associate bill for photovoltaic system relocation 

feasibility study out at the sewer lagoons.  Vehicle maintenance for Backhoe tire 

repair, street sweeper repairs, and things like that.  Rileys construction received bill 

on curb and gutter in the water way.  It’s been installed and completed on West 

Portneuf Street.  Zoom teleconference fees, charge for hooking up City Clerks 

computer wireless to the office copier, fire department fuel.   Councilperson 

Benglan made a motion to approve bills.  Councilperson Guthrie seconded the 

motion.  Roll call.  Guthrie-Aye, Benglan-Aye, Frandsen-Aye.  All voted aye, 

unanimous. 

 

B) CFAC Financial Aid and Primary Contact Designation - ACTION ITEM:  

City Clerk Canda Dimick explained there is funding that the City can apply for.  

It’s grant money to help with Covid expenses that the City has accrued.  City Clerk 

registered the City for those funds the City has to submit application for 

reimbursement by this week.  The application ask for a designated contact person 

and she talked with the Mayor and he instructed her to send her name in as the 

designated contact person since we had to have it done prior to the meeting.  Clerk 

provide council with all the information and she needs confirmation that the City 

wants to proceed and submit for the grant application for reimbursement.  Mayor 

Thomson reported he received an email today, AIC is up and running and they are 
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ready for submissions.  Councilperson Guthrie made a motion to send application 

to CFAC financial aid to help the City with Covid 19.  Councilperson Benglan 

seconded the motion.  Roll call.  Guthrie-Aye, Benglan-Aye, Frandsen-Aye.  All 

voted aye, unanimous.  Councilperson Frandsen added to the motion to authorize 

City Clerk Canda Dimick to be the go to person.   

 

Law Enforcement/Code Enforcement: 

A) Building Permit Report – Lindsey McCulloch, Code Enforcement Officer:  

Lindsey McCulloch, City Code Enforcement Officer reported no inspection report 

received from building inspector. 

 

B) Tree Trimming Notices Report – Lindsey McCulloch, Code Enforcement 

Officer:  Lindsey McCulloch, City Code Enforcement Officer reported she has 

sent out notices and so far everyone is complying.    

 

C) King Creek B & B – Certificate of Occupancy - ACTION ITEM:  Lindsey 

McCulloch, City Code Enforcement Officer received final from State and it is 

approved.  Mayor Thomson reported the certificate of occupancy to be able to do 

business as Bed & Breakfast.   Councilperson Benglan made a motion to approve 

the certificate of occupancy for King Creek B & B.  Councilperson Guthrie 

seconded the motion.  Roll call.  Guthrie-Aye, Benglan-Aye, Frandsen-Aye.  All 

voted aye, unanimous. 

 

D) DLR Enterprises, LLC/City of Lava Hot Springs Permissive License 

Agreement for fire suppression system - ACTION ITEM:  Mayor Thomson 

reported a while back as part of DLR 8-plex construction the council approved the 

egress about sixteen (16) inches over the top of the city sidewalk for a structure 

around the four inch-inch fire suppression line to keep it insulated.  The insulation 

protect the line from freezing.  DLR Enterprises has signed the standard permissive 

license agreement.  Mayor Thomson explained the permissive license agreement.  

Councilperson Frandsen made a motion to approve the agreement.  Councilperson 

Benglan seconded the motion.  Roll call.  Guthrie-Aye, Benglan-Aye, Frandsen-

Aye.  All voted aye, unanimous. 

 

E)  Discriminatory Practices Email Concern - Brandon De Los Reyes:  Mayor 

Thomson reported on an email that was submitted to the City.  It’s a letter of 

concern from Brandon De Los Reyes.  All council members acknowledged reading 

or seeing the email.  Email will be placed in file with business licenses and/or 

building permit.  Gary Cooper, City Attorney would like to meet with De Los 

Reyes about their complaint of discrimination and report back to City Council.  
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Mayor Thomson & Council consented.  Cody & Brandon De Los Reyes agreed to 

a meeting with city attorney.    

 

F)  Semi Trucks parking on Main Street:  Mayor Thomson reported on an 

anonymous picture and comment regarding a semi parked in the commercial zone 

which was received in the US postal mail.  Council acknowledged it was received 

and noted for the record.  Mayor Thomson will check city code for violations.       

 

G)  Monthly Law Enforcement/Code Enforcement Reports:  Monthly law 

enforcement report acknowledge.  No one on line.    

 

H) Meeting with Bannock County Prosecutor Status (Rescheduling) - 

ACTION ITEM:  Gary Cooper, City Attorney reported he contacted Mr. Herzog 

and will try to get meeting schedule in the next week or so for an in person meeting 

in June to be held at Gary’s office.  Mayor Thomson, Councilperson Benglan, 

Councilperson Hinz and Lindsey McCulloch, City Code Enforcement Officer 

would like to attend the meeting.  Councilperson Benglan made a motion to 

reschedule meeting with Bannock County Prosecutor.  Councilperson Guthrie 

seconded the motion.  Roll call.  Guthrie-Aye, Benglan-Aye, Frandsen-Aye.  All 

voted aye, unanimous.  Mayor Thomson asked Gary to go ahead and set up 

meeting.                        

  

Lava Chamber of Commerce/Lava Community Event(s): 

A)  Beautification – Collin Petrun, Chamber Beautification Committee 

Representative:  Collin Petrun reported that he has worked on getting bids for a 

daily roll-off trash pickup during the summer season. There are three (3) 

companies that can do garbage pickup in our area but, none are located in Lava 

Hot Springs.  The three (3) companies are MRE, PSI & Hux.  Both MRE & PSI 

have been contacted for bids and the representative from both companies have 

declined.  Collin explained roll away dumpster are an essential for the success of 

this project.  The roll away dumpster would secure a location were trash can be 

dump as it’s collected.  Mayor Thomson commented he will work with the City to 

find a location to set it.  Collin Petrun reviewed estimate from Hux.  The bid 

includes the number of existing trash receptacle, twenty five (25).  All the 

receptacle will be emptied twice a day, three days a week, Friday, Saturday and 

Sunday, for three months throughout the City.  They would provide trash bin 

liners, use a four wheeler to go along the river to collect those receptacles and 

provide a dumpster that would be emptied weekly.  They will cleanup trash outside 

the bins, along the river and on the streets.  Plus they have a trash bin sanitation 

process.  Their proposal is nineteen thousand six hundred and fifty (19,650.00) 
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dollars for the three (3) months, mid-June through Mid-September.  Mayor 

Thomson reviewed the City and State current procedure for picking up trash bins.  

Collin was asked to email bid and map to the city.         

 

Collin Petrun reported on upgrading trash containers on Main Street and 

developing a recycling program.  They are suggesting six (6) new fifty (50) gallon 

trash receptacle to be provided for high impact areas.  Largely along the River.  

They also suggested the usage of smart trash receptacles.   One of which is a solar 

powered compacter that senses when it’s full and sends out notification.  They’re 

proposing one in front of the museum.  They are far more user friendly and 

efficient, would be well worth the investment.  Suggested Big Belly larger system 

solar trash compactors, a fifty (50) gallon and it will compact up to one hundred 

and fifty (150) gallon capacity, price is four thousand six hundred (4,600.00) 

dollars.  Something to think about, feels like it would be a good investment.   

 

Collin Petrun reported the influx of tourist based tubing is something from within 

the City of Lava and it’s businesses owners benefit from not so much the State.  

Therefore in the interest of this beautification project it really doesn’t make sense 

that the State support financially.  Granted the State has a plan to develop a river 

path and additional restroom facilities but, the City should be responsible for the 

trash that cumulates, much of which originate from tubing traffic.  What we 

discussed in our last meeting regarding the eagle trash receptacle on the State side 

of the river was miscommunicate and is not an issue.  They can stay there and the 

same agreement stands.  The City can continue to maintain them and remove waste 

contained in them.  Collin announces this is just a small example of intuitive 

communication between the City and the State and we feel that in order for the 

beautification of Lava to grow progressively we must be mindful that maintaining 

the direct and corporative dialog with the State is one of the most important steps 

towards coming a progress city.  Adding for clarity that none of the Lava Hot 

Springs Chamber members including Collin are operating to assume a roll facility 

communication between this two entities.   

 

Collin shared a map with everyone on line.  The red flags are the existing trash 

receptacle counted throughout the City, twenty five (25) of them.  He has noticed 

some have been added since this map.  The map shows the proposed trash 

receptacle there are six (6) of them.  Location identified, one (1) next to the 

community center at the main exit point for the tubers, one (1) on the City side of 

the main tuber bridge next to the pancake house, one (1) behind the Thai food 

which Collin has spoken to with Jim and he has agreed that trash receptacle is 

necessary there, and then two (2) at chicken soup, one (1) at the trail head and one 
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(1) right above the hot springs its self.  The blue square in front of the museum is 

where the smart recycling trash can would be.  The proposals for upgrading the 

cans reviewed, one hundred (100.00) to almost (700.00) dollars depending on the 

style. Councilperson Frandsen addressed his concerns with different types of 

receptacles and how they affect the garbage removal.  Collin continued with his 

bid.  Most of the cans are metal frame and can be bolted to the sidewalk.  He 

explained the existing cans require touching in order to dispose of garbage and 

people don’t like touching them.   

 

The City has hired employees in the past to pick up cigarette butts that litter the 

cities sidewalk and clogs the gutters but the proposed proactive solution would 

eliminate the need for the tedious and unnecessary process.  The Lava 

beautification committee plans to work directly with business owners of Lava in 

order to properly disperse this units throughout our town in a manner that best 

supports their use although this subject is not the focus of our current phase of 

beautification of Lava.  The solution has already been a proactive response by a 

few business owners, Cody De Los Reyes at the Lava Hillside Suites and Gavin 

Gunter at Lost in Lava.  Cody has purchased five (5) of these units for his Hotel 

and Gavin has purchased one (1) for in front of his shop.  We plan on returning 

with another proposal to the City concerning this phase of beautification once this 

specific size of container has had some time to accumulate data and we can further 

access were more of this receptacle are needed.  Collin announces that is where we 

are with Lava beautification and wraps up his presentation.  Mayor Thomson asked 

Collin to email presentation to the city.  

 

B)  2020 Marketing Plan Adjustments – Sherril Tillotson, Chamber 

Marketing Committee Representative:  Sherril Tillotson reported on the 

marketing plan and they are unable to meet due to the pandemic, Covid19.  The 

Chamber of Commerce had a teleconference meeting yesterday to discuss a path 

forward from this point.  Sherril reviewed with council their presentation to the 

Idaho Travel Council for a separate grant for funding assistance to focus on 

advertising a Health and Wellness campaign.  Existing Marketing plan that they 

would normally have advertised for March and April has been postponed because 

it was an interstate type marketing plan to bring in tourist from outside the State.  

Refocusing on digital campaign to entice local drive traffic two (2) or three (3) 

hours.  Like to convert advertising dollars from print to digital.  Had to reschedule 

some of the activities that were planned.  Post card expense refocused to direct 

mail.  Will need to revise a couple line items.  Revision on budget will be given to 

city council at next month’s meeting.  Like to keep moving forward with spring 

advertisement for this summer. Merchants are gearing up with their Covid19 
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guidelines so they can open and do what is necessary to keep the traveling public 

employee’s safe.  They would like the council permission to make the two (2) 

changes to their budget and move forward.  If there are other revisions they will be 

addressed at July meeting.  Still active and promoting Lava Hot Springs within 

guidelines allowed.  Sherril volunteered to put together an email and send to Canda 

and she can forward to council members.  Sherril announced she would like to be 

on the June council meeting agenda.  Steve Hooper addressed economic stimulus 

opportunities.  Sherril invited Steve to join in on their next marketing meeting.    

 

C)  July 4th Fireworks Update:  Bryce Church not on line.  Mayor Thomson 

reported the City paid for the firework order and got them at a discount.  The 

Governor has tentatively given the go ahead for 4th of July firework displays.  City 

Clerk Canda Dimick reported that Bryce will not be online tonight but, he told 

Canda that he has someone lined up to display fireworks.  Sherril announced they 

had a question at the Chamber of Commerce meeting yesterday who is designated 

to work with health department.  Mayor Thomson answered he has a weekly 

meeting with the Health Department.  Social distancing is a concern.  Will provide 

guidelines from Health Department meeting to the Chamber of Commerce.  Kelly 

Myers, Event Coordinator to work with Health Department recommended.   

 

D)  July 24, 2020 Community Day – City Clerk:  City Clerk Canda Dimick 

asked if the council plans on having the community day this year.  Mayor 

Thomson thinks we should tentatively move ahead with it.  Contact Kelly Myers, 

Event Coordinator to start working on.      

 

E)  July 25th Parade:  Mayor Thomson thinks we should tentatively move ahead 

with it.  Contact Kelly Myers, Event Coordinator to start working on.    

 

F)  Miscellaneous:  Mayor Thomson reported on free trash day, dumpsters will be 

located at the grade school this Saturday.   

 

Tour De Lava Special Event Permit – June 6th, 2020 - ACTON ITEM:  

Councilperson Frandsen made a motion to approve.  Councilperson Benglan 

seconded the motion.  Roll call.  Guthrie-Aye, Benglan-Aye, Frandsen-Aye.  All 

voted aye, unanimous. 

 

Building Permit(s) - ALL ACTION ITEMS:   

A) Cody De Los Reyes – Change of Use – 289 E. 1st Alley S. – Change of 

Occupancy – Utility to Assembly - Rooftop deck, stairs, railings, bathroom 

(Reference L19-19 Certificate of Occupancy):  Mayor Thomson explained deck 
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for guest only was finalized last month, this covers the roof top deck, stairs railings 

and the restrooms.  They have reapplied for a change of occupancy from utility to 

assembly.  Currently the deck is for guest only they would like it to be public for 

use, no construction needed only a change of use to approve.  State Inspector has 

approved the permit, completed inspection and recommend council to approve 

certificate of occupancy.  The permit required additional off street parking which 

the owner has leased from neighboring property owners.  They have leased 

property for eight (8) parking stalls.  Mayor Thomson explained the City measured 

out the parking stalls, ten (10) foot wide by twenty (20) foot long (10 X 20).  The 

City zoning ordinance is nine (9) foot wide by twenty (20) foot long (9 X 20).   

Councilperson Benglan suggested in the future to require third party verification 

for site plans.  Mayor Thomson responds not sure we can do that.  Councilperson 

Benglan will research.  Councilperson Benglan made a motion to approve the 

change of occupancy from utility to assembly for the roof top deck, stairs, railings 

& bathrooms for Cody De Los Reyes property and to include the parking 

requirement be as a lease on Cookie Bergendorf’s lot.  Councilperson Frandsen 

seconded the motion.  Roll call.  Guthrie-Aye, Benglan-Aye, Frandsen-Aye.  All 

voted aye, unanimous.   

 

Lindsey McCulloch, City Code Enforcement Officer reviewed the certificate of 

occupancy with council.   Special stipulation and conditions the State Inspector is 

requiring that they comply with all City requirements.  The certificate is for a roof 

top bar with a maximum occupancy of forty nine (49).  Lindsey emailed State 

document to the council.  Councilperson Benglan made a motion to approve the 

certificate of occupancy building permit L20-09.  Councilperson Frandsen 

seconded the motion.  Roll call.  Guthrie–abstained, would like neighbors input, 

Benglan-Aye, Frandsen-Aye, Motion passed 2-1. 

 

B) Sliding Conex Storage Unit Hazard:  Mayor Thomson reported that last 

month a motion was made to have the state inspectors inspect the unit for structural 

stability.  City Clerk Canda Dimick explained that the inspector looked at the 

Conex today and he made a recommendation that it be tied off.  He suggested tying 

it to the sidewalk and Tony Hobson, City Maintenance was cautious about doing 

that because it would be placing something on the City right away.  De Los Reyes 

explained that they had chained anchors underneath the sidewalks prior to the 

sidewalk being poured and the inspector is saying to use those anchors and run a 

heavy chain to the Conex.  The anchor is four (4) feet below the sidewalk.  This is 

a secondary measures in addition to the angle iron and anchor they put into the 

foundation.  Council requested that they hook the chains to it.   
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C) Building Permit #L19-01 Extension Request – Marci Kramer, 

Owner/Applicant: Councilperson Frandsen made a motion to approve extension 

of time.  Councilperson Benglan seconded the motion.  Roll call.  Guthrie-Aye, 

Benglan-Aye, Frandsen-Aye.  All voted aye, unanimous.    

 

D) Concrete foundation for primary residence and detached garage – 166 East 

Booth, Victor Nickerson, Owner/Applicant/Contractor:  Councilperson 

Benglan questioned if this is typical, generally don’t we approve the entire 

structure and everything all at once. Mayor Thomson replies normally.  Mayor has 

talked with Victor and he has a professional architectural firm designing the home 

and they basically have not finished the house plan.  Footprint done and he wanted 

to pull a permit for the concert foundation and then when the house drawing are 

complete he will pull another permit.  Mayor reviewed with council the dirt work 

that has been completed.  Lindsey McCulloch, City Code Enforcement Officer 

explained the State inspector has approved the permit.  Plans, single family home, 

setbacks and lots discussed.  Councilperson Frandsen made a motion to approve 

building permit to his request to give him permission to excavate and build concert 

and when the house plans come in council can review further.  Motion died for 

lack of a second.  Councilperson Benglan made a motion to table until full house 

plans are submitted.  Councilperson Guthrie seconded the motion.  Roll call.  

Guthrie-Aye, Benglan-Aye, Frandsen-Aye.  All voted aye, unanimous.    

 

E) Replace existing electrical with new lighting and outlets - Sam Netuschil, 

Owner/Applicant; Marsh Valley Electric – Kade Barfuss, Contractor:  City 

Clerk Canda Dimick explained the building permit is for lots, 15, 16 & 17.  Sam 

Netuschil reported they’re redoing the electrical on all sides, lighting, outlets and 

wiring.  Councilperson Frandsen made a motion to approve.  Councilperson 

Benglan seconded the motion.  Roll call.  Guthrie-Aye, Benglan-Aye, Frandsen-

Aye.  All voted aye, unanimous.    

 

Sam questioned if he needs a second permit for removing the fascia of the building 

and restoring to the underlying brick fascia.  Mayor Thomson asked Sam to check 

with the building inspector.                     

 

F) Commercial Structure – 4 long term rental units and six (6) nightly rentals 

– Lots 1,2,3, Block 4, AW Halls Third Addition - Steven Hooper, 

Owner/Applicant; Laeth Hillier, Contractor:  Mayor Thomson reported on prior 

plans at 4th Street and Main.  He was going to put in a four (4) stall RV Park with 

long term intension of revising the four (4) stall RV into four (4) mini homes.  

They have changed their minds and these are the new plans.  Mayor explained they 
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now are building a ten (10) unit building that houses four (4) large units on the 

ground floor, four (4) smaller units on the second floor and two (2) units on the 3rd 

floor all in the short term rental category.  Parking will be available.  Steven 

Hooper is on line and explained the difference with this plan and their original 

plans.  Originally it was going to a 4-plex of tiny homes, townhouses for the family 

summertime.  Then we decided we could do Airbnb to help offset the cost.  Then 

we thought we could do a little RV Park there so, we could pay off some of our 

liability before we approach actual build of the structure.  Plans changed we sold 

some other properties that we owned so, now we have sufficient capital to move 

forward.  The new plans is basically the finish version of our first plan that we 

presented last year.  It’s a 4-plex of townhouses tied together.  The plans are fully 

engineered.  This is a win-win, as we listen to the council we’ve heard that there 

has been a problem with seasonal workers finding adequate rental property in the 

area.  We decided we would include a basement in the 4-plex that would be used 

for long term rentals for seasonal workers in the area.  They’re four (4) plex, 

townhouses, fairly small, eighteen by twenty (18 x 20) two (2) inner units and the 

two (2) outer unites are eighteen by eighteen (18 x 18).  They go alone with the 

new trend of tiny home accommodation because the foot print is so small it allows 

us to put in adequate parking on the lot.  The ideal for the ten units basically we are 

looking at Airbnb in the bedrooms.  The two (2) inner units are two (2) bedroom 

high-end units and the two (2) outer units have two (2) bedrooms which makes up 

six (6) bedrooms out of the four (4) plex.  The four (4) long term bedrooms units 

downstairs which makes a total of ten (10) bedrooms that they will rent.  The fire 

suppression system plan was submitted with the engineered plans.  We believe 

everything will comply with all the City requirements and Steve is ready to answer 

any question the council might have.  Mayor Thomson explained the definition for 

Airbnb and it is not a designated unit of anything.  Airbnb is basically a function 

that rents properties for a fee.  The City doesn’t have a zoning, a code or anything 

else that recognizes an “Airbnb”.  The 4-plex would be in a commercial zone so 

they could be either residential, nighty rental, long rental or bed & breakfast.  

There is four designation that the 4-plex can be.  Steve Hooper agreed with the 

Mayor it was just semantic on his part.  Mayor explained people get confused 

when they hear Airbnb because they think it’s something and it’s really just an 

entity that’s out there and has been created to help property owners rent their 

properties.  Steve agreed with Mayor and he explained he would like to do nighty 

rentals in the different bedrooms.  Steve reported there is a small laundry unit in 

the basement.  These will allow them to take care of any of the laundry accruing 

due to the nightly rentals.  Councilperson Benglan questioned the ingress/egress to 

the property.  Steve explained the ingress/egress is off of four hundred (400) West.  

Councilperson Benglan asked if the whole parking lot is open to 4th West.  Steve 
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responds they’re designed up to the limits of the City code allows.  Steve thinks it 

is thirty (30) feet, then a little bump to separate and then another thirty (30) feet 

then we would open up.  Councilperson Benglan questioned that there is not 

necessarily a driveway in, its design were the parking lot is just open to the entire 

4-plex along there.  Steve responded correct, there is a bit of grass on either side.  

It’s not going to be all parking lot, some landscaping will accrue.  Original 

entrance and exit plan discussed, concerns at that time was getting the trailer in/out 

that is no longer an issue because the RV Park is not going to be built.  

Councilperson Benglan question the site plan.  You are taking the hundred and ten 

(110) feet and basically you’re accessing 400 West the majority of that hundred 

and ten (110) feet instead of having a designated egress and ingress.  

Councilperson Benglan explains 4th West and Main Street is one of the busiest 

roads in Lava.  That becomes a hazard to cars coming and going from that parking 

lot.  He referenced the grocery store has a designated egress and ingress to access 

the parking lot.  The entire parking lot is not open to Center Street or Main Street.  

Steve is not sure if they can accommodate the parking lot any other way.  Options 

discussed.  Councilperson Benglan recommends separate ingress or egress not, 

necessary off different streets.  The entire length of the property should not be used 

as the egress/ingress.  Steve suggested a divider could be put in and have an 

ingress on the right side and an egress on the left side.  Discussion followed.  Steve 

addressed Mayor Thomson concerns about a professional doing the fire 

suppression system.  Paradise Fire Protection engineered plans included with 

building permit.  Mayor Thomson reported a fire suppression is State Code 

regulated.  Steve explained Paradise Fire Protection has already submitted the 

plans to the State Fire Marshalls.  Councilperson Benglan questioned drainage 

plans.  Steve responds he has talked with Laeth Hillier, Contractor.  Drainage 

control using the Alley, and any gutters around the property which will drain into 

the City drain systems.  Steve acknowledge property owner sidewalk install 

requirements and the City will put in curb and gutter.   Councilperson Frandsen 

made a motion to approve based on the States approval and address ingress and 

egress in accordance with zoning ordinance.  Councilperson Benglan seconded the 

motion.  Roll call.  Guthrie-Aye, Benglan-Aye, Frandsen-Aye.  All voted aye, 

unanimous.    

 

G) Awning over front door and residential addition (mud room) on existing 

patio – 291 East Elm Street – Sandra Drummond, 

Owner/Applicant/Contractor:  Lindsey McCulloch, City Code Enforcement 

Officer announced Sandra Drummond has cancelled her building permit 

applications.    
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Business License(s) - ALL ACTION ITEMS: 

A) Boyack Window Cleaning - David M. Boyack, Owner Applicant (Expired 

License Renewal):  Councilperson Benglan made a motion to approve.  

Councilperson Guthrie seconded the motion.  Roll call.  Guthrie-Aye, Benglan-

Aye, Frandsen-Aye.  All voted aye, unanimous.    

 

B)  DLR Enterprises dba Lava Hillside Suites – 289 E. 1st Alley S. (New 

License – Hotel Lounge):  Councilperson Frandsen explained the Blue Moon on 

their outdoor garden did a verbal agreement that they would have quiet time after 

10:00 o’clock at night is that something you guys would agree to.   Brandon stated 

it is something they have considered and that is what they plan on doing but they 

are hesitant to commit to something that is not in the ordinance.  We don’t plan on 

playing music late.  Brandon explains he doesn’t want anyone to come back on the 

agreement for example if on the 4th of July, Cinco De Mayo or some special event 

and it 10:30 and the fireworks are still going on and someone complains that we 

still have operations going.  We understand we are adjacent to a residential area 

but, very hesitant to commit to that pacifically but, that is the plan we have.  

Councilperson Benglan understand the City doesn’t have an ordinance but, there is 

a State Law and county ordinance on noise.  Lindsey McCulloch, City Code 

Enforcement Officer comments she is pretty sure the county is 11:30 p.m.  City 

Clerk Canda Dimick asked Gary Cooper, City Attorney to address.  Gary Cooper, 

City Attorney doesn’t know the answer to that and will see if he can pull up the 

State ordinance.  City Clerk Canda Dimick comments the State ordinance she 

understands is disturbing the peace it doesn’t matter what it is, if someone wants to 

sign a citation against that then they have the right to do that.  Discussion on ways 

to shade noise discussed.  Councilperson Benglan announced the City does not 

have a noise ordinance but may have to adopt one to address it, if it becomes an 

issue.  Parking on Elm Street and parking restriction signs to be installed in the 

near future discussed.  Gary Cooper, City Attorney addressed Idaho Code 

regarding disturbing the peace, criminal or under the nuisance statue which can be 

enforced by civil complaint.  Councilperson Frandsen noted that patrons need to be 

encourage to use the DLR restrooms and not the streets.  Councilperson Benglan 

made a motion to approve new license for DLR Enterprises, Lava Hillside Suites 

Hotel Lounge.  Councilperson Guthrie seconded the motion.  Roll call.  Guthrie-

Aye, Benglan-Aye, Frandsen-Aye.  All voted aye, unanimous.    

     

C) Gate City Real Estate – Gordon Wilk, Owner/Applicant (Expired License 

Renewal):  Councilperson Benglan made a motion to approve Gate City Real 

Estate business license renewal.  Councilperson Guthrie seconded the motion.  Roll 

call.  Guthrie-Aye, Benglan-Aye, Frandsen-Aye.  All voted aye, unanimous.    
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D) Hillier Construction – Laeth Hillier, Owner Applicant (New License):  

Councilperson Benglan made a motion to approve the business license for Laeth 

Hilleir, Hillier Construction.  Councilperson Guthrie seconded the motion.  Roll 

call.  Guthrie-Aye, Benglan-Aye, Frandsen-Aye.  All voted aye, unanimous.    

                 

E)  Osborne Home Inspections, LLC – Daniel C. Osborne, Owner/Applicant 

(New License):  Councilperson Benglan made a motion to approve new license for 

Osborne Home Inspections, LLC.  Councilperson Guthrie seconded the motion.  

Roll call.  Guthrie-Aye, Benglan-Aye, Frandsen-Aye.  All voted aye, unanimous.    

 

F)  Victor (Lee) Nickerson General Contractor (New License):  Councilperson 

Benglan made a motion to approve Victor (Lee) Nickerson General Contractor 

new license.  Councilperson Guthrie seconded the motion.  Roll call.  Guthrie-Aye, 

Benglan-Aye, Frandsen-Aye.  All voted aye, unanimous.    

 

Pat, LLC Temporary Firework Stand Permit – 78 East Main Street - June 20, 

2020 to July 5, 2020 - ACTION ITEM:  Councilperson Frandsen made a motion 

to approve.  Councilperson Benglan seconded the motion.  Roll call.  Guthrie-Aye, 

Benglan-Aye, Frandsen-Aye.  All voted aye, unanimous.  Mayor Thomson 

announced effective day June 20 to July 5, 2020  

 

Sign Permit(s): 

A) The Lava Hotel – 196 East Main Street - ACTION ITEM:  Riley Sorenson 

explained they will be replacing existing signs.  Councilperson Benglan made a 

motion to approve.  Councilperson Guthrie seconded the motion.  Roll call.  

Guthrie-Aye, Benglan-Aye, Frandsen-Aye.  All voted aye, unanimous.       

   

Streets/Sidewalks: 

A) South 2nd West Curb & Gutter Cost Estimate - ACTION ITEM:  Mayor 

Thomson reported on bid from Rock Hard Concrete.  The bid is for a full block, 

two hundred and sixty six (266) feet of high back curbing.  Two (2) driveway 

approaches with handicap ramps on corners.  Mayor reported Lindsey sent out 

notices today to two (2) property owners that they would be responsible for 

sidewalk replacements.  Funding concerns have been expressed concerning the 

sidewalk replacement requirement.  The City had established a deadline date.  May 

need to consider extending completion time.  Idaho Public Works Contractor 

license requirement.  Anything over ten thousand (10,000.00) dollar bid requires 

an Idaho Public Works license in order to accept the bid and this bid exceeds it by  

five thousand two hundred and thirty five (5,235.00) dollars.  Two choices Rock 
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Hard Concrete will need to get an Idaho Public Works license or the City goes out 

for competitive bid with companies that have an Idaho Public Works license.  Bid 

construction discussed.  Councilperson Frandsen made a motion to table until next 

month and look at other bids because he is not an Idaho Public Works Contractor.  

Councilperson Guthrie seconded the motion.  Roll call.  Guthrie-Aye, Benglan-

Aye, Frandsen-Aye.  All voted aye, unanimous.  Mayor Thomson announced that 

City Clerk Canda Dimick and he will work on getting other bids out and talking to 

Rock Hard Concrete about getting his Idaho Public Works license.  Lindsey 

McCulloch, City Code Enforcement Officer asked to talk with property owners.   

      

B) Student Parade – May 21, 2020 - Street Closure – Lisa Guthrie, City 

Council Member - ACTION ITEM:  Councilperson Guthrie explained student 

parade and route.  Devanee Morriosn approved the parade route starting at the Sate 

Foundation Park ending at the school.  Teachers will be handing out treats and 

report cards in a social distancing method.  Starts at noon, line up at 11:45.  Will 

last about a month.  Councilperson Guthrie made a motion to approve the student 

parade on May 21st, starting at noon.  Councilperson Benglan seconded the motion.  

Roll call.  Guthrie-Aye, Benglan-Aye, Frandsen-Aye.  All voted aye, unanimous.    

 

C) Riley’s Construction Contract for curb, gutter and waterway on West 

Portneuf Street – ACTION ITEM:  Mayor Thomson reported the city received 

the contract from Riley’s Construction and I believe the work is completed.  

Riley’s Construction poured a water way at the end of 1st West that ties in from last 

year curb and gutter street project.  It also ties into the storm drain that were 

installed in the RV Park by Kody last Year.  New gutter installed along the north 

side of Portneuf Street/Alley.  Council already approved the work to be done.  

Councilperson Frandsen made a motion to approve.  Councilperson Guthrie 

seconded the motion.  Roll call.  Guthrie-Aye, Benglan-Aye, Frandsen-Aye.  All 

voted aye, unanimous.  Councilperson Frandsen suggested the City contact the 

contractor for a bid for the curb and gutters the City is planning on doing.  Mayor 

Thomson will reach out to them before they leave.       

 

Meetings/Announcements/Miscellaneous: 

A) Direct Communication Franchise Fee Meeting (Rescheduling) - ACTION 

ITEM:  Gary Cooper, City Attorney has been pushing for a face to face meeting 

and they’ve agreed.  Gary has asked for it to be held at City Hall in Lava and see 

about rescheduling in June.  City could have a small meeting under ten (10) 

people.  Councilperson Guthrie made a motion to approve Gary Cooper to 

reschedule the meeting with Direct Communication meeting.  Councilperson 
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Frandsen seconded the motion.  Roll call.  Guthrie-Aye, Benglan-Aye, Frandsen-

Aye.  All voted aye, unanimous.    

  

B) Lava Annual Cleanup Day – May 16th 8 am to 4 pm:  Mayor Thomson 

reported on Lava annual cleanup day event.  Dumpsters will be brought in for a 

free dump day for Lava residents located at the elementary school.      

 

C) 2020 Arbor Day Activities – City Clerk - ACTION ITEM:  City Clerk 

Canda Dimick explained Gerry Banks is encouraging communities to do some 

kind of alternatives for Arbor Day celebration and planning it for the fall season.  

Councilperson Guthrie made a motion to reschedule Arbor Day celebration in 

either September or October 2020.  Councilperson Frandsen and Councilperson 

Benglan seconded the motion.  Roll call.  Guthrie-Aye, Benglan-Aye, Frandsen-

Aye.  All voted aye, unanimous.         

 

D) Annual Folk Festival (Rescheduled for August 28 – August 30, 2020):  

Mayor Thomson reported they rescheduled Folk Festival for August 28 – August 

30, 2020.  Mayor asked if a new special event form needs to be submitted to 

Council for the reschedule or if just if there is a change with venue.  City Clerk 

Canda Dimick responds only if there is a change to the venue as long as we’ve got 

it on record that it’s been rescheduled.  Canda has asked them if the venue has 

changed as has not heard back from them.    

 

E) Re opening plan (tennis/pickle ball courts, basketball court, pavilions, 

public restrooms, City Hall) – ACTION ITEM:  Mayor Thomson reported that 

City Clerk Canda Dimick and I have been talking with Maggie Mann, District 5 

health coordinator  for the Idaho Department of Health about the requirements for 

opening the City Park playground equipment and public restrooms.  The City is 

getting a lot of outcry that the city is not opening the public restroom, of course 

they don’t open their restrooms to the public.  They feel like we should have ours 

opened.  There a lot of requirements and its vague on how often sanitation and 

cleaning is required.   Guidelines not clear.   Port-A-Potties are another issue, the 

company cannot get hand sanitizer at this time to have available with the rentals 

and how to clean them per the guidelines is an issue.  Gary Cooper, City Attorney 

has looked at the website for opening up Idaho and there are portal calls for certain 

businesses.  There is nothing that really covers playgrounds and public restrooms 

however in the third (3rd) stage reopening there are guidance for outdoor pools and 

things at that nature that do include restrooms.  They might give us some ideas that 

we might look at for reopening.  Mayor announced he has received some guidance 

that is directed at playgrounds and public places it’s pretty vague and Maggie 
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Mann has directed us to the proper terminology.  We need to get something in 

place before our season begins.  Crowd control is going to be difficult.  

Councilperson Frandsen made a motion to hold off on opening until the City gets 

better directions from the State and County officials and look into purchasing UV 

lights and sanitizer.  Councilperson Guthrie seconded the motion.  Roll call.  

Guthrie-Aye, Benglan-Aye, Frandsen-Aye.  All voted aye, unanimous.    

 

F)  Wattsmart Energy Efficiency Project Federal Tax Deduction - ACTION 

ITEM:  City Clerk Canda Dimick reported on the energy project here at City Hall 

and it got funding by Rocky Mountain Power.  The city being a government entity 

is not eligible for the federal tax credit and the company that helped the city get 

funding has asked for those tax credit to be allowed for them to use them.  

Councilperson Frandsen made a motion to reallocate the deduction to Willdan.  

Councilperson Benglan seconded the motion.  Roll call.  Guthrie-Aye, Benglan-

Aye, Frandsen-Aye.  All voted aye, unanimous.      

 

G) Kathy Archibald Fence Extension Request - ACTION ITEM:  Mayor 

Thomson reported the council has an extension request from Kathy Archibald on 

the foundation on Booth Street.   Kathy Archibald explained it started with Gary 

Cooper, City Attorney sending her a letter addressing the foundation was in 

violation and her response was she could put a fence around it and she received 

positive respond to that.  She was getting ready to put the fence in when the corona 

virus hit which caused loss of jobs and her renters weren’t able to pay their rent.  

This made her funding unavailable.  She cannot afford to put up the fence at this 

time and is asking for an extension until the end of the year.  She has contacted a 

few contractor and has bids from them but, depends on the revenue from her 

rentals in order to hire someone to put in a fence.  Councilperson Frandsen wants it 

done before weather gets bad.  Kathy agreed with October of this year.   

Councilperson Frandsen made a motion to defer extension to October 31st 2020.  

Councilperson Benglan seconded the motion.  Councilperson Benglan seconded 

the motion.  Roll call.  Guthrie-Aye, Benglan-Aye, Frandsen-Aye.  All voted aye, 

unanimous.                  

 

H) Justin Casperson Wage Rate Increase for Public Drinking Water License - 

ACTION ITEM:  Mayor Thomson explained when Justin was hired part of his 

agreement/contract was hired an x amount of wage, benefits and passing of 

licensing for both water and sewer.  He has passed his first water license exam 

back on March 10th, 2020 and according to hiring contract he is supposed to get a 

twenty five (.25) cent per hour raise and apparently the council didn’t account for 

that in the budget.  He was told at the time of hiring contingent upon that exam and 
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he has so, I feel he is entitled to it and it should be retroactive active back to the 

day he passed the exam.  Councilperson Frandsen made a motion to approve 

twenty five (.25) cent per hour raise retroactive active back to the day he passed 

the exam.  Councilperson Benglan seconded the motion.  Roll call.  Guthrie-Aye, 

Benglan-Aye, Frandsen-Aye.  All voted aye, unanimous.      

 

J) Miscellaneous:  Jeff Parson offered help with answering COVID cleaning and 

disinfecting questions.  Mayor Thomson would like to talk with him when he is in 

town.   

  

Projects: 

A) Water Improvement Project: 

1) Schedule Executive Session regarding Knife River Corporation Summons 

& Complaint – ACTION ITEM:  Mayor Thomson announced the City needs to 

schedule an executive session regarding Knife River Corporation Summons and 

complaint for next week.  Gary Cooper, City Attorney is available Monday, 

Tuesday or Wednesday next week.  ICRMP has declined coverage on it because 

it’s a breach contract case.  Discussion is required and it should only take about a 

half (.30) hour and zoom meeting is fine.  Councilperson Frandsen made a motion 

to hold executive session on Tuesday May 19, 2020, at 6:00 p.m.  Councilperson 

Guthrie seconded the motion.  Councilperson Benglan seconded the motion.  Roll 

call.  Guthrie-Aye, Benglan-Aye, Frandsen-Aye.  All voted aye, unanimous.      

   

Mathew Hill, City Engineer offered to be available for the meeting if needed.  

Gary Cooper, City Attorney announced he will contact engineers to discuss a few 

things and asked when is best for Mathew & Bryan.  Bryan Phinney will contact 

Gary first thing in the morning and they will get something schedule before 

executive session.  Mathew reported that there are three (3) items on the punch list 

that Tony Hobson, City Maintenance doesn’t feel comfortable with making the 

decision on.  Mathew & Bryan will talk about it and make recommendation to city 

council after discussing the matters with city attorney tomorrow.   

 

B) Buddy Campbell Park Expansion Project: 

1)  Healthy Home Environmental Services Asbestos Inspection & Testing 

Agreement – ACTION ITEM:  Jeff Parson reported bid submitted.  He hasn’t 

visited the site but will take the minimum number of samples required by AHERA 

(Asbestos Hazard Emergency Response Act).  Jeff has signed contract and filled 

out business license application.  City Clerk Canda Dimick explained the Mayor 

Thomson can attentively approve his business license.  Councilperson Frandsen 

made a motion to approve the agreement.  Councilperson Benglan seconded the 
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motion.  Councilperson Benglan seconded the motion.  Roll call.  Guthrie-Aye, 

Benglan-Aye, Frandsen-Aye.  All voted aye, unanimous.      

 

C) Fire Station Addition:   

1) Survey Findings Report:  Mayor Thomson explained the area that was survey.  

The property to the West side of the fire station and our fire station expansion area.  

Wade Olorenshaw reported on survey findings.  Found all original survey corners 

along the south boundary of the fire house property and then the Wilmore property 

to the west and the north boundary line for the projected Main Street line coming 

out west on to Maughan road.  As far as the grassy area it may extend into the City 

property a little bit.  The back of the Fire House is about hundred and sixty (160) 

feet from the south boundary line of Maughan road.  I’m not sure what you have in 

mind as far as expansion and how much room is needed.  Copy of survey map 

provided to council.  City Clerk Canda Dimick questioned if a map of the proposed 

addition was provide to Wade by Tony Hobson, City Maintenance.  Wade explains 

he is not familiar with that location.  City Clerk explains the City needs an actual 

legal description for the parcel of property in order to present to Mr. Willmore for 

a purchase proposal, for the area west of the trees.  Wade is not formally with the 

map and will need a copy of it before he can do that location.  Mayor Thomson 

will ask Tony Hobson, City Maintenance tomorrow and get back with Wade.       

 

D) Wastewater Land Application Site Photovoltaic Relocation Feasibility 

Study – Keller Associates April 16, 2020 Technical Memorandum - ACTION 

ITEM:  Tyler Pratt reviewed feasibility study and recommended number three (3) 

option and will need permission to submit the interconnection agreement 

application with Rocky Mountain Power.  Councilperson Frandsen made a motion 

to proceed with number three (3) option and give Keller’s permission to get the 

paperwork going.  Councilperson Benglan seconded the motion.  Councilperson 

Benglan seconded the motion.  Roll call.  Guthrie-Aye, Benglan-Aye, Frandsen-

Aye.  All voted aye, unanimous.      

   

E) Miscellaneous:  None  

     

Discussion:  None    

 

Motion to adjourn - ACTION ITEM:  Councilperson Guthrie made a motion to 

adjourn.  Councilperson Frandsen & Benglan both seconded the motion.  All voted 

aye, unanimous.  Councilperson Benglan seconded the motion.  Roll call.  Guthrie-

Aye, Benglan-Aye, Frandsen-Aye.  All voted aye, unanimous.          
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Meeting adjourned at 09:44 p.m. 

 
 

 

_________________________________                  ________________________________ 

Amantha Sierra, Transcriber    Jon Thomson, Mayor 

 

 

 

__________________________________________ 

Canda L. Dimick, City Clerk 


