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A Special Meeting/FY2021 Budget Work Session/Executive Session of the City 

Council of the City of Lava Hot Springs will be held on Thursday, August 20, 

2020 at 6 pm, Lava City Hall, 115 West Elm Street, Lava Hot Springs, Idaho. 

 

Present: Jon Thomson, Mayor 

  Randy Benglan, Councilperson  

Rickey Frandsen, Councilperson  

Lisa Guthrie, Councilperson     

Brian Hinz, Councilperson 

  Canda Dimick, City Clerk   

   

 

Excused: Amantha Sierra, Office Assistance 

  Lindsey McCulloch, City Code Enforcement Officer 

Gary Cooper, City Attorney  

    

Guests:   

 

Mayor Thomson welcomes everybody and called the meeting to order. 
 

Business License(s) - ALL ACTION ITEMS:  

A) Pocatello Sweeping (New License):  Councilperson Hinz made a motion to 

approve.  Councilperson Guthrie seconded the motion.  All voted aye, unanimous.     

 

B) Quality Home Improvement, LLC (Expired License Renewal):  

Councilperson Hinz made a motion to approve.  Councilperson Guthrie seconded 

the motion.  All voted aye, unanimous.     

 

Pocatello Sweeping Asphalt Repairs Agreement – ACTION ITEM:  City Clerk 

Canda Dimick reviewed contract with council.  The city is doing the prep work on 

this contract.  Councilperson Hinz suggested revising the contract to add one (1) 

year warranty.  Knife River warranty work questioned and reviewed.  Mayor 

Thomson will follow up with Keller’s on the walk through and request an email 

addressing warranty items found.  City Clerk Canda Dimick continued review, 

according to the figure she received today the contract will be for ten thousand two 

hundred and ninety six (10,296.00) dollars.  It doesn’t cover the asphalt repair by 

Greg Stevens’s driveway approach, which is four thousand two hundred and sixty 

seven (4,267.00) dollars, this will be done at the same time as the intersection.  Fife 
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and 2nd intersection at the school which was six thousand three hundred and nine 

(6,309.00) dollars, need curb & gutter installed before asphalt is done. Discussion 

on intersection asphalt reviewed.  Tony Hobson, City Maintenance, on phone, 

explained Greg Stevens needs to set an appointment for his work, then city work 

will be tied in with his.  Greg is responsible for his portion.  Both Greg and the 

school will be done at the same time.   

 

Councilperson Hinz made a motion to approve revised contract contingent on 

attorney’s approval, ten thousand two hundred and ninety six (10,296.00) dollars.  

Councilperson Guthrie seconded the motion.  All voted aye, unanimous.     

 

Quality Home Improvement LLC Public Restroom Roof Tear Off and Install 

New Sheeting and Metal Agreement – ACTION ITEM:  City Clerk Canda 

Dimick reviewed contract with council and the request for a down payment of 

twenty five hundred (2,500.00) dollars and twenty five hundred (2,500.00) on 

completion.  Councilperson Hinz suggested revising the contract to add one (1) 

year warranty.  Mayor would like warranty on roofing material and workmanship.   

 

Councilperson Hinz made a motion to approve.  Councilperson Guthrie seconded 

the motion.  All voted aye, unanimous.     

 

FY2021 Budget Work Session: 

FY2021 Tentative Budget – ACTION ITEM:  City Clerk Canda Dimick 

reviewed tentative budget.  City employee insurance increase will be one (1) 

percent, seven dollars and forty three cents a month.  Discussion followed.  

Councilperson Hinz suggested the city pay the increase due to employee not 

receiving a raise this year.   

   

Councilperson Hinz made a motion to cover insurance increase.  Councilperson 

Guthrie seconded the motion.  All voted aye, unanimous.     

 

Sanitation Collection Revenues: 

Garbage - MRE - no changes. 

 

Sanitation Collection Expenses:   

Garbage - administration fee discussed.  City Clerk Canda Dimick reported the city 

has been dipping into the cash reserves to fund garbage administration fees.     

Councilperson Hinz suggested raising the fee.   Mayor Thomson agreed and 

suggested raising it to one dollar and fifty cents (1.50) per can, residential only.  
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MRE bills for garbage administration fee for commercial can.   Cash Reserve 

(restricted cash) and cash carryover discussed.   

 

Water Fund Revenue: 

Legal services – discussion followed.  Budget amendment required. 

Reconnect fees twelve thousand and four hundred (12,400.00) dollars - discussion 

followed.   

DEQ (Division of Environment Quality) – grant applied for.  Council would like to 

leave it out and if grant is received an amendment will be done.  Line will be 

adjusted to zero. 

 

Water Fund Expenses: 

Wages – no changes. 

Personal benefits – insurance increase. 

Payroll services – no changes. 

Office supplies – no changes. 

Postage – no changes. 

Engineering services – no changes. 

Travel – no changes. 

Fuel and Maintenance – City Clerk Canda Dimick reported the main reason the 

city is over budget is because of meters.  Discussion followed.   

New water connections – hardware – currently in fuel and maintenance – for cost 

of meters and new fire suppression lines.  Discussion followed.   

Property reserve –Ten Thousand – in case a pump goes out. 

Utility – no changes. 

Telephone – no changes. 

Water test – no changes. 

Restricted cash –move over to capital improvement if approval is received. 

Public Drinking water fee DEQ (Department of Environmental Quality) - no 

changes. 

Sensus Technical support for meter reads – City Clerk Canda Dimick reported one 

thousand and twenty five (1,025.00) budgeted 2020 with no contract.  City Clerk 

Canda Dimick asked if they want to keep the pay as needed or go with a contract.  

The pay as need is two hundred and fifty (250.00) dollars for each use.  The City 

used it four (4) times this year, under budget.  Keep as pay as needed.   

Bond payment – water resource loan paid off.  

Capital improvement – restricted money will be moved to this account. 

Spring fencing project will be zero. 

Water source plant update – Tony is still working on. 

Depreciation – always budgeted.  Discussion followed. 
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Computer/printer – budget for one computer replacement, if needed.   

Office equipment changed to zero – copier purchases last year. 

Computer software - updates. 

Meter replacement – still working on. 

Deposit refunds – water deposit for non-property owners current balance in 

account.  Expense due to the refund to be issued to account or person when they 

move out. 

Misc. – left as is. 

 

Sewer Fund Revenues: 

Sewer Service & Bonds – no changes. 

Hookup fees – impact fee - discussion followed.  Contractor responsible for asphalt 

repair.  The fee is for the city inspection.  City has repaired the asphalt in most 

cases.  City should do the asphalt, increase fee to cover the work.  This way the 

asphalt meets the city standards.  Increase sewer hookup fee for a four inch to 

fifteen hundred (1,500.00) dollars and eight inch twenty five hundred (2,500.00) 

dollars.   

 

Sewer Fund Expenses: 

Wages – no changes. 

Payroll services – no changers. 

Office – no changes. 

Insurance – increase. 

Justin will need licenses for sewer – unsure how many he will get to this year, a lot 

to learn.  Leave at five hundred and forty (540.00), budget amendment will be done 

if we go over.   

Engineering – no changes. 

Legal Service – Sewer – no changes. 

Fuel repairs – no changes. 

Sewer - Reserve – pumps or blower equipment – no changes - City Clerk Canda 

Dimick reported she will make a line item for asphalt repairs on new sewer 

hookups.  Budget questioned on trenches, City Clerk will look into and report back 

to council.  Discussion followed.  City Clerk reported new connection on water and 

will include the asphalt repair line, two (2) new lines for asphalt due to new 

hookups to be paid by property owner included in the hookup fees.   

Utilities – went over budget – line adjusted. 

Telephone - split – cell phones. 

Sewer testing – no changes. 

Dues – rural water and fleet zoom, relay call system from the sewer.  A text is 

received when something is not working, Tony, Justin and Canda. 
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US Bond payment – no changes.  

DEQ (Department of Environmental Quality) fees – no changes. 

Restricted Cash – has to grow every year, same amount as last year. 

Capital Improvement - City Clerk Canda Dimick working on. 

Depreciation  

Software – computer soft water for the billing systems. 

Computer printer – split 

Office equipment – split – nothing budgeted due to new copier. 

 

Park improvement fund: 

Recreation Fees -  City Clerk Canda Dimick reported revenue for park reservation 

one thousand one hundred and eighty (1,180.00) dollars.  Refunded back seven 

hundred and forty (740.00) dollars due to Covid.  Two hundred and ninety eight 

(298.00) dollars City Clerk needs to research. Fourteen hundred (1,400.00) dollars 

received for the staging area.  Council is not happy with the staging area. 

 

Local Option Tax Revenues: 

Current Taxes - has increased every year – no changes due to Covid – council 

agreed.   

 

Local Option Tax Expenses: 

Council agreed priority are Bridge & Fire Station project.   

Law Enforcement – local option tax fund – capital improvement for water, sewer, 

recreational, parking etc.  Law enforcement discussed.  Task force on weekend 

during the summer tourist time suggested.  Meeting with State Foundation and City 

suggested on open container.  Increase budget for extra patrol, thirty thousand 

(30,000.00) dollars.  Mayor Thomson will setup a meeting with Gary and Bannock 

County to discuss options for extra patrol. 

Public restrooms – wages – need park bathroom cleaned and garbage on Main 

Street emptied every weekend year round.       

Administration and professional services – only legal and a separate line item 

made – the five thousand is there in case the city decides to audit a business 

account.  The city can hire an auditor to come in and audit.  Discussed.  No 

changes. 

Office Supplies – no changes. 

Postage – Three hundred (300.00). 

Street improvement funds – City Clerk working with Tony will report back to 

council. 

Thermal cross marks for downtown – need done, nothing done this year – Mayor 

Thomson understanding is the chip & seal project will cover all the crosswalks 
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marking.  Discussion.  Should be fully painted and done every year.  Lighted stop 

sign discussed.  Stop sign placement on Main Street instead of cross street 

discussed.   

Monument survey – needs to be completed – there are some intersection not 

marked – Carry over. 

Church well pump reserve – same amount. 

Park maintenance – same amount. 

Services – professional services.  

Public restrooms supplies.   

Cameras at the park – budget carried over - discussion - Need internet serve – 

mobile hot spots discussed.  

Garbage – proposal Colin – discussion – the city has made adjustment to clean and 

empty garbage on a regular schedule.  Don’t believe this service is needed any 

longer.  Leave at twenty five hundred (2,500.00). 

Main Street Decorative Lighting – power bill for decorative lighting – the switch to 

LED lights saved the City on the power bill, project a success.  Money in account 

for flex ropes – a few need repairs – more lenses needed. 

Fire Station Addition – two hundred fifty thousand (250,000.00) dollars in budget.  

Concept plan completed.  Councilperson Hinz reported the City has received 

approval from the State on what they can and cannot do with a public works.  We 

now are clear to move forward.  The logical step is to get construction drawings 

ready for bid, mid-January put out to bid.  Professional service do not require a bid 

processing, city can hire who they want to.  Need an architectural stamp on 

drawings. Discussion.  Increase to three hundred thousand (300,000.00) dollars.   

Water improvement – zero. 

Tourism development – City clerk working on, will report back to council.  

Discussion.   

Mayor Thomson would like to see a budget for a new bathroom on Main Street, 

like the one at memorial park the building is 30X30.  Businesses public restroom 

and impact fees discussed.  Museum public bathrooms discussed.  State law 

discussed.   

Firework – increase six hundred (600.00) dollars.   

Bridge project – One hundred thousand (100,000.00) dollars new deck and railing.   

Bike path – discussed - 4th Street local improvement discussed – leave as is. 

Fire Department supplies – no changes. 

Fire Hydrant repairs – no changes. 

Fire Department clothing – no changes. 

Park improvement – Ninety two thousand (92,148.00) dollars spent on land 

purchase.  Discussion.  One hundred and fifty five thousand, five hundred and 

fourteen (155,514.00) dollars on budget. Money available for the Pickle Ball 
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courts, twenty five thousand (25,000.00).  Asbestos removal for the house is fifteen 

thousand (15,000.00).  Once removed bids will go for the tear down of the house.   

City Hall remodel/construction.  

Fire Department turn out – the same. 

Fire Department phone – added one hundred (100.00). 

Chicken Soup Spring – hot water to put under the bridge – Lines are there – 

Twenty thousand (20,000.00) – discussion followed.   

Strom drain cleaning – two thousand (2,000.00).  

Water Improvement project – Balance of project – into the loan forgiveness 

money, grant portion of the money. 

“L” donations – balance three hundred seventy (371.00) one dollars, 

BLM grant – Balance to the fire station addition project. 

Bannock County Ambulance – Donations. 

Pedestrian Bridge project – balance for second bridge. 

Centennial Fund – revenue from fund raiser - something about the history of Lava.  

Discussion. 

 

Councilperson Hinz made a motion to schedule special meeting for August 25th at 

6:00 p.m.  Councilperson Guthrie seconded the motion.  All voted aye, unanimous.     

 

Motion to adjourn into executive session as permitted by Idaho Code 74-206 

(1) (d) to consider records that are exempt from disclosure - ACTION ITEM:  

Councilperson Guthrie made a motion to adjourn into executive session as 

permitted by Idaho Code 74-206 (1) (d) to consider records that are exempt from 

disclosure.   

Councilperson Frandsen seconded the motion.  All voted aye, unanimous.  Roll 

call.  Guthrie -Aye, Frandsen -Aye, Benglan -Aye, Hinz-Aye, unanimous.   

 

Motion to reconvene - ACTION ITEM:  Councilperson Frandsen made a motion 

to reconvene.  Councilperson Guthrie seconded the motion.  All voted aye, 

unanimous.    

 

Non-Property Tax Refund Request(s) - ACTION ITEM:  Councilperson 

Frandsen made a motion to refund Shawn Midkiff two hundred and twelve dollars 

and ninety seven cents (212.97) plus eight (8) percent interest according to code, 

notify him to submit correct reports from now on.  Councilperson Benglan 

seconded the motion.  All voted aye, unanimous.     

                      
Motion to adjourn - ACTION ITEM:  Councilperson Guthrie made a motion to 

adjourn.  Councilperson Frandsen seconded the motion.  All voted aye, unanimous.   
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Meeting adjourned at 09:43 p.m.   

 
 

 

_________________________________                  ________________________________ 

Amantha Sierra, Transcriber    Jon Thomson, Mayor  

 

 

 

 

__________________________________________ 

Canda L. Dimick, City Clerk 


