
Minutes of the Special Meeting/Work Session of the Lava Planning & Zoning Commission of 

the City of Lava Hot Springs, Idaho held Thursday, September 15, 2016 at 5:00 p.m., Lava City 

Hall, 115 West Elm Street, Lava Hot Springs, Idaho. 

 

Present:           Neil Anderson, Commission Chair 

                        Fred Hinz, Commission Member 

                        Curtis Waisath, Commission Member 

                        Vicky Lyon, Commission Member  

                        Canda L. Dimick, City Clerk 

                        George Linford, City Council Member 

 

Excused:  Ricky Frandsen, Commission Member 

  

 

Guests:     No one.   

 

Neil Anderson, Commission Chair called the meeting to order at 5 pm. 

 

Zoning Ordinance Work Session: 

Work session started with a brief review of additions and changes to the ordinance draft from last 

month’s meeting.  City Clerk explained that changes are identified, additions are highlighted in 

red and deletions are stricken through.  The definitions are what the commission is currently 

working on.  The accessory use and building definition was separated.  Commission agreed to 

strike through, or building, in the original definition that was combined.   The City Clerk needs 

to listen to the recording to see what definition the commission wanted for area of lot.  City 

Clerk brought it to the attention of the commission that there is a definition in the city’s 

ordinance for lot area.  The commission may decide not to make any change to the definition of 

lot area.  Commission talked about defining antennas and decided there was no need for a 

definition because of technology changes.  Commission had talked about defining art gallery and 

decided that it was a retail business already covered.  Defining an art studio was discussed.  

Many artists live in their studios.  It was questioned if an artist living in their studio would be 

considered and covered as a home occupation.  The City of Pocatello has several structures 

where artists paint and teach classes.  Residential uses are permitted in commercial zones 

according to the ordinance.  The commission agreed that no definition would be necessary for an 

art studio with the artist living on site.  A definition for an assembly, place of, was discussed.  An 

assembly, place of, would be a gathering place, outdoor or indoor.  There are a lot of parks and 

structures in the community already being used for gathering purposes.  A definition of a cultural 

facility was also discussed.  Neil Anderson expressed concerns regarding the place of assembly 

and the impact that assembly places can have on neighboring property owners and the 

community’s infrastructure if they are not controlled and regulated.  The City Clerk explained 

that the city’s business license ordinance has a provision on special events and that the city is 

currently working on a special events application form that also addresses, noise, garbage, law 

enforcement, etc.  The commission were pleased that the city is working on a special events 

permit and felt it will cover concerns.   Definitions for an automatic car and truck wash were 



discussed.  Commission was concerned with a truck wash in the commercial area.  A truck wash 

needs to be located along highway 30 and be listed as a conditional use for that reason.  The 

definition of an automobile and trailer sales area was discussed.  Most sales areas also provide 

repair or service work.  The investment of a sales area with service would be beneficial.  

Commission agreed to strike wording from the definition prohibiting repair or service.  The 

definition for automobile service station or repair area was discussed.  Repair areas don’t 

normally sell fuel anymore.  Compliance with fuel storage areas control sales.  The definition of 

automobile wrecking or processing yard is ok as is.  Commission felt that there was no need to 

define bakery.   A bakery would be covered under food establishment.  The definition of a 

basement was extensively discussed.  The current definition is confusing. Basements can be 

above or below ground and can be a living area, more than a crawl space.  The ordinance needs 

to be clarified.  City Clerk expressed concerns with evaluating finished grade and city 

requirements to establish finished grade in the right-of-way.  The commission agreed to totally 

revise the definition for basement to read as follows:   That portion of the lowest floor(s) of a 

building below the invisible plane.  The basement invisible plane is created by measuring the 

finished grade elevation at four (4) corners of a lot and connecting each corner with a line around 

the perimeter of the lot.  The city shall establish finished grade within the right-of-way of the 

alley and at the back of the sidewalk.  Defining a bay window was discussed.  Bay windows 

could be considered a permitted encroachment like eaves.  Bay windows don’t usually have 

foundations.  The commission agreed to define bay window as a window or series of windows 

forming a recess or bay from a room and projecting outward from the wall.  A bay window does 

not include a window directly supported by a foundation.  Neil Anderson questioned the need for 

a definition for a basement floodplain and explained concerns.  City Clerk reported that the city 

has a floodplain ordinance.  The floodplain ordinance covers flooding along the river.  

Commission questioned basements built in areas below grade that may be subject to flooding.   

Drainage from the steep slopes can also cause flooding in basements.  The city is required to 

enforce the floodplain along the river as mandated by FEMA.  Various definitions for bed and 

breakfast were reviewed.  The commission was satisfied with the current definition as is.  Bed 

and breakfast establishments have to be owner or manager occupied.  Definition for beginning of 

construction was acceptable as is.  Defining billboard was discussed.  Commission felt that the 

sign ordinance would cover billboards.  The definition of a block was discussed.  Commission 

agreed to change the definition to read like the definition for a block in the city’s subdivision 

ordinance.  The definition of boarding house is ok as is.  The definitions of different types of 

buildings were reviewed.  The commission agreed to define building attached as a building 

connected on one (1) or more sides to an adjacent building by a common party wall with a 

separate exterior entrance for each building.  Commission agreed to define building detached as 

any building separated from another building on the same lot or parcel.  Commission agreed to 

define building main as the principal building, or one of the principal buildings on a lot that is 

used primarily for the principal use.  Commission agreed to change the definition for building 

government to building public and define it as a building constructed by or intended for use by 

the general public and is owned or used by the Federal, State or City government, or any political 

subdivision, agency, or instrumentality thereof. Definitions for building envelop, building height 

and building footprint were discussed.  The building permit process requires a site plan.  A 

footprint is a site plan.  The current definition of site plan was reviewed.  Commission was 

satisfied with the definitions of building height, building non-conforming, building permit, 

business or commerce as is.  The building height definition explains how to calculate the height 



not regulate the height in each zone.  Each zone has height restrictions.  Defining building 

official was discussed.  The city currently contracts with Bannock County for building 

inspections and is exploring the possibility of contracting with the Idaho Division of Building 

Safety.  Commission agreed to include a definition for building official identical to the one in the 

building permit ordinance.  Café is the same as a food establishment.  Defining canopy was 

discussed.  The city has experienced situations with canopies before.  Canopies would be an 

encroachment situation.  The commission agreed to define canopy as a roof or awning 

constructed of fabric or other material and extending outward from a building to provide a 

protective shield for doors, windows, or other openings with supports extended to the ground 

directly under the canopy or cantilevered from the building.  Commission agreed to define 

carrier as a company that provides wireless services because of the move to fiber optic services.  

Cellars may be in a basement, may be detached and may have a separate entrance.  Cellars may 

be finished or may have a dirt floor.  The Lava Cemetery is controlled by its own taxing 

districting.  No need for a definition for a cemetery.  Definitions for campground, carport, cellar, 

child nursery, church, city, city clerk and city council were ok as is.    

            

Schedule Next Meeting: 

Next work session was scheduled for the regular meeting, September 22, 2016 at 6:30 pm.  Some 

commission members requested that agendas and correspondence be sent by email.  Email 

addresses were shared.   

 

Adjournment: 

Special Meeting/Work Session concluded at 6:50 pm.   

 

Transcribed by:                                                                   Signed: 

 

___________________________           ________________________________ 

Canda Dimick, City Clerk                                                  Neil Anderson, Commission Chair 


