
Minutes of the Regular Meeting of the Lava Planning & Zoning Commission held Thursday, July 18, 

2013 at 6:30 p.m. at the Lava City Hall, 115 West Elm Street, Lava Hot Springs, Idaho. 

Present:  George Linford, Chairman 

  Fred Hinz, Commission Member 

  Curtis Waisath, Commission Member 

  Allison Hinz, Secretary 

 

Excused: Katie Smith, Commission Member 

  Dave Sanders, Commission Member 

 

  The meeting was called to order at 6:30 p.m. by George Linford. 

 

Approve Minutes – June 27, 2013 

Curtis Waisath made a motion to approve the minutes of June 27, 2013 as written. Fred Hinz 

seconded the motion. All voted aye, unanimous. 

 

Discuss parking requirements/suggestions – New business that would like to open at 105 E. Main St. 

– Donald Fulton, Owner/Applicant 

The Commission reviewed the letter that was received from the Berti’s today, July 18
th
, by email. 

The letter requests that the Commission consider granting a variance to the parking requirement. 

 

George Linford stated that he researched this and he feels that as long as the use is not changed, it 

is grand-fathered in. The retail store would be ok since it is the same use as the grocery store but 

the restaurant would need parking. He would like to see a business go in that location. 

 

Fred Hinz agreed. With a restaurant the capacity changes, people sit and stay around longer. 

Parking would need to be addressed. 

 

George Linford referred to the zoning ordinance, section 8, #1, which states: When the intensity 

of use of any building, structure or premises is increased through the addition of dwelling units, 

gross floor area, seating capacity or other units of measurement specified as requiring parking or 

loading facilities, parking and loading facilities as required herein shall be provided for such 

increase in intensity of use. 

 

Fred Hinz stated that seating capacity has to be considered with a restaurant, retail does not have 

a seating capacity. He feels that they will have to wait and talk to the applicant to see what he has 

to say. He would like to help the applicant figure something out so that the building is utilized. 

 

Curtis Waisath agreed that they have to do something, otherwise that building is just going to sit 

there and fall apart. 

 



Fred Hinz referred to section 8, #1, which states: Whenever the existing use of a building or 

structure shall hereafter be changed to a new use, parking or loading facilities shall be provided as 

required for such new use. 

 

The Planning & Zoning Commission discussed and feels that the ordinance is very clear that they 

need to supply parking if they change the use of the building.  

 

George Linford stated that they would need to apply for a variance if they are unable to provide 

the required parking. 

 

Fred Hinz made a motion to take a recess until the applicant arrives to discuss parking. Curtis 

Waisath seconded the motion. All voted aye, unanimous. Meeting recessed at 6:36 p.m. 

 

Fred Hinz made a motion to reconvene. Curtis Waisath seconded the motion. All voted aye, 

unanimous. Meeting reconvened at 7:02 p.m. 

 

George Linford explained the ordinance to Donald Fulton and stated that when there is a change 

of use, parking needs to be addressed. They do not see any problem with a retail store since they 

are not changing the use. A restaurant is a change of use so they would need parking for that 

portion of the business. He stated that Mr. Fulton could apply for a variance to address the 

parking issue for the restaurant. At this time he feels that the Planning & Zoning Commission 

would recommend that City Council approve the application for the retail store.  

 

Fred Hinz stated that Mr. Fulton could also put in another retail store instead of a restaurant if he 

wanted to. 

 

George Linford asked what kind of restaurant Mr. Fulton wanted to put in. 

 

Mr. Fulton stated that it would be a wine and cheese bar. They would also have salads. It would 

be like a piano bar. He stated that another retail store would be a possibility. One of his partners 

was proposing something like that. 

 

George Linford stated that they would need parking if they do a restaurant and he does not see 

where they could expand parking at that location. 

 

Mr. Fulton agreed. 

 

George Linford stated that they would need to apply for a variance if they do a restaurant. He 

referred Mr. Fulton to the City’s website for more information. 

 

Mr. Fulton stated that he has been to the website many times and he expected to hear all of this. 

He asked what the process would be if he applied for a variance. 

 



George Linford stated that the application comes before Planning & Zoning, they hold a public 

hearing and then they make a recommendation to City Council. City Council makes the final 

decision based on their recommendation. 

 

Fred Hinz stated that they would like to see them utilize the building. 

 

Mr. Fulton asked about the business license for the Specialized Building Products store. 

 

George Linford stated that they will recommend that City Council approve that application. 

 

Fred Hinz stated that they will work with him the best they can. 

 

George Linford stated that they cannot guarantee that they variance will be approved. 

 

Fred Hinz made a motion to recommend City Council approve the business license for 

Specialized Building Products retail store. Curtis Waisath seconded the motion. All voted aye, 

unanimous. 

 

Curtis Waisath made a motion to recommend City Council deny the application for Blind Dog’s 

restaurant until the parking issue is resolved. Fred Hinz seconded the motion. All voted aye, 

unanimous. 

 

Other Business 

 None. 

 

Schedule Next Meeting 

The next meeting is scheduled for August 22, 2013 at 6:30 p.m. A Public Hearing will be held at 

that time regarding the Comprehensive Plan Draft. 

 

Adjournment 

Fred Hinz made a motion to adjourn. Curtis Waisath seconded the motion. All voted aye, 

unanimous. Meeting adjourned at 7:16 p.m. 

 

 

 

 

 

__________________________________________ _______________________________________ 

Allison Hinz – Secretary    George Linford - Chairman 

 

 

 

 


