
Minutes of the Regular Meeting of the Lava Planning & Zoning Commission held Tuesday, July 

26, 2011 at 6:30 p.m. Lava City Hall, 115 West Elm Street, Lava Hot Springs, Idaho 

 
Present:  Nick Nelson – Chair    Trish Avery, Secretary    

  Fred Hinz 

  Cory Unsworth 

 The meeting was called to order at 6:30 p.m. 

 

Approve minutes – June 23, 2011 

A motion was made by Cory Unsworth and seconded by Fred Hinz to approve the 

minutes of the June 23, 2011 special meeting. All voted aye, unanimous. 

 

Zoning Ordinance Amendments Recommendations  

a. Define boundary line between R2 and R3 zones 

b.   Continue work on definitions and ordinance amendment list 

The commission reviewed the zoning map and discussed the definition of the R3 

zone boundary line. The commission felt that it would make the zone boundary a 

more clear line if it were moved from the middle of the block to the street. Some 

concerns were expressed about have R3 zone next to the school. There was some 

discussion regarding the school district talk of closing the elementary school and 

possible solutions to keeping the school open.  

 

The commission instructed the secretary to work up the wording of the boundary 

description with the East boundary lines being 3rd West and the West boundary 

lines being 5
th

 West.  

 

RV Ordinance  

The commission questioned if there is a big push on this ordinance. The commission 

discussed how this could be enforced and where the line of approved use would be 

drawn. It was stated that we must be cautious in drafting this ordinance. It was stated that 

the camp grounds are for this purpose and we do not want to take business away from 

them. It may be alright for family for a short visit. It was commented that this is going to 

be a difficult ordinance to write and enforcement. It was questioned if people would 

actually get the permit. The commission tabled this item.  

 

Comprehensive Plan Report  

The secretary reported that Susan Lorenz, SICOG, is working the chapters into a final 

draft form. The commission reviewed the future use map. It was reported that the 

community meeting did not accomplish what was needed. Most of the items that the 

citizens put of the map were that they would like things like a Mexican or Italian 

restaurant, Skate Park, someone to put a business into the old market, etc. The one item 

that it was felt the citizens agreed on is the need for a trail system. There were items put 

onto the map that made no logical scenes such as changing a R2 to R1 and right next door 

changing the R2 to C2 which would put the highest commercial use next to the most 

restrictive residential use. The committee needs to get together and review all of the map 

information and make a logical future use map from the input. This will probably not 



happen until after the summer season is over. This map is a lot of different maps put 

together into one but it is not a finished product.  

 

Other Business  

 Main Street Pedestrian Bridge 
There was discussion on constructing a pedestrian bridge at the Main Street 

bridge location. Concerns were express because of the young boy that was hit at 

this location. The secretary reported that the city council and the Lava Foundation 

have talked about working cooperatively on the pedestrian bridge.  

 

Schedule Next Meeting  

The secretary requested that the August meeting be changed to August 30, 2011 which 

will allow her more time to prepare for the meeting after her daughter’s wedding.  

 

A motion was made by Fred Hinz and seconded by Cory Unsworth to change the August 

meeting to Tuesday, August 30, 2011 at 6:30 p.m. All voted aye, unanimous.  

 

Nick Nelson questioned if when he moves out of town, if either Dave Sanders or he has 

to leave the commission. The secretary explained that the commission can only have one 

member from the impact zone. As it stands now, unless David Sanders chooses to step 

down, the commission seat that would be open is Nick Nelson’s seat because his seat is a 

city residence seat. Commission seats are council appointed. Nick Nelson reported that 

they are moving into their new home on Labor Day weekend so the August 30th meeting 

will be his last.  

 

Adjournment  

A motion was made by Fred Hinz and seconded by Cory Unsworth to adjourn. All voted 

aye, unanimous. The meeting adjourned at 7:25 p.m. 

 

 
____________________________________        

Trish Avery – Secretary    Nick Nelson – Chair 

Approved August 30, 2011 


