
Minutes of the Regular Meeting of the Lava Planning and Zoning Commission held Thursday, July 26, 

2012, 6:30p.m. at the Lava City Hall, 115 West Elm Street, Lava Hot Springs, Idaho. 

Present:  Fred Hinz, Vice Chairman 

  George Linford, Commission Member 

  Dave Sanders, Commission Member 

  Allison Hinz, Secretary 

  Curtis Waisath, Commission Member 

Excused: Cory Unsworth, Chairman 

Guests:   Vicky Lyon, Ben Fisher, Jerry Zambo, Lisa Toly and her daughter. 

  The meeting was called to order at 6:30p.m. by Fred Hinz 

Approve Minutes – June 28, 2012 

A motion was made by George Linford to approve the minutes as written. Dave Sanders 

seconded the motion. All voted aye, unanimous. 

Review Conditional Use Permit Application for River’s Edge Campground 

Fred Hinz asked if the commission members had a chance to review the minutes from the Public 

Hearing in March. They have. He continued by stating that the meeting was postponed to clear up 

the warranty deed which states that the property cannot be used for camping, and he read the 

restrictions on the deed. He confirmed with Allison Hinz that the City has not heard anything 

back yet about the title being cleared. 

Dave Sanders stated that until the warranty deed issue is cleared up, there is nothing that they can 

do. 

George Linford stated that it was his understanding that the reason this was on the agenda was to 

close the meeting, and when that is closed, they will have to reapply. 

Fred Hinz agreed. 

George stated that they are not here to make a decision today. 

Fred stated that is correct, they will be deciding at the August meeting. 

George confirmed that they are just reviewing the application tonight. 

Fred stated that they should discuss what will happen, if they deny it or not. What he got out of 

the Public Hearing was that the majority of the people who were contacted about the application 

are against it. 



George confirmed that. 

Fred continued by stating that they can deny the application, just based on the fact that the deed is 

not cleared. 

Dave asked if River’s Edge has contacted City Hall at all. 

Allison Hinz replied that they have not. 

Fred replied by stating that they could deny the permit until they came forward with written 

permission clearing the deed. 

Dave stated that there are some legal issues that they need to resolve before they can reapply. 

George stated that Cory Unsworth requested that River’s Edge Campground be notified of the 

August deadline at the last meeting and that it be put on the August agenda. 

Allison Hinz stated that the campground has been notified of the deadline to come forward with 

the cleared title. 

George stated that they cannot make any decision until they have a chance to come forward at the 

next meeting. 

Fred agreed and stated that they are stagnant right now. 

George stated that the meeting is closed as far as public input is concerned. Also, if they do come 

forward with a cleared title, they will have to make a decision at that time, but they cannot make a 

decision until that happens. 

Lisa Toly came forward with a question. She confirmed that the campground has until the August 

meeting to clear their title. She stated that in fairness to the people who do not want this to be 

approved, as well as the campground; they need a final answer as to whether or not it will be 

approved. 

George and Fred stated that will happen in August, and that is the deadline that they set for the 

application at their last meeting. 

Lisa asked if they can reapply. 

George stated that they can reapply. It is his understanding that if they do not show up to the 

August meeting, they will close the meeting and then it is done. They can reapply later if they 

want. 

Lisa stated that she does not want to put money into a home over a campground and is wondering 

if there is any way to define the area as either commercial or residential so that this does not have 

to keep coming up.  

George stated that this is something that they would need to talk to the City’s attorney about to 

find out whether that is something that they can legally do or not. 



Fred requested that Clyde Nelson, the City’s attorney be present at the August meeting. 

Lisa stated that she would like the attorney to answer questions so that a final decision can be 

made so people can move forward. 

Fred stated that Planning and Zoning does not make the final decision, they make a 

recommendation to City Council and they make the final decision. 

George stated that they usually go with what Planning and Zoning recommends. 

Lisa agreed that they are there to research and assist the City Council in making their decisions 

and she is aware that they make the ultimate decision. 

George stated that they cannot make a recommendation tonight. 

Lisa confirmed that there is a deadline of the August meeting for the campground to come 

forward with a cleared deed and at that time the meeting will be closed. If they want to reapply, 

they will have to have the deed cleared. 

George stated that if they did come forward with a cleared deed, that he assumes they would be 

asked to make a decision at that time. 

Lisa stated that a warranty deed is pretty concrete and she is wondering if there is any way to get 

Clyde Nelson’s opinion on that. 

Dave stated he was not sure if the attorney could comment on that or not, and that Lisa may be 

able to contact him directly to get input. If it is not his case or his client, he may be able to talk to 

her about it. He stated that as far as their ownership, there are several approaches they can take, 

such as a quiet title license where a newspaper publishes that anyone who has any interest in the 

property has until a specified date to come forward, and if not, then it is done. 

Lisa’s daughter asked if that happens, will the land stay commercial or go back to residential. 

George stated that the property is already zoned. 

Ben Fisher asked if it was legal for the city to rezone that property with the conditions in the title. 

Dave stated that we would have to talk to the attorney about that. 

Lisa also stated that the attorney would have to be asked about it since it was zoned after the 

property was purchased. 

Vicky Lyon stated that regardless of the majority deed, Fred stated earlier that the majority of the 

people involved do not want it. There are a lot of people that are personally affected by that. 

Dave stated that is true, but legally when the final Planning and Zoning decision is made, they 

would have to take into consideration the zoning, not just those that disapprove. They need to 

look at both sides. 



Vicky Lyon stated that she researched all of those things when she purchased her property and 

that the campground should have done the same before they purchased the property. 

Lisa’s daughter asked if the owner of the property is the only person who can put in an 

application to change the zoning. 

Dave stated that only the property owner can do that because it is in regards to the property that 

they own. 

Vicky asked for clarification on whether the people who put the conditions in the warranty deed 

could come back and change it. 

Dave stated that they still have an interest in the property but we are getting into real estate issues 

that we really cannot comment on. 

Lisa stated that it is really a moot point until the August meeting, but people just want a 

conclusion.  

George stated he wished he could do that right now, but they just can’t right now. 

Dave restated that they only make the recommendation. City Council will make the final 

decision. 

Fred stated that as far as what they can do right now, they are done.  

Lisa stated that it is just nice that they are able to answer some questions for everyone. 

Fred stated that is why these are public hearings. 

George also stated that this is all public record. 

Lisa stated that a lot of people move out of town because they don’t like it and she just doesn’t 

want it to become something that people move out because of. 

Fred requested that Allison contact Clyde Nelson about rezoning so that we can have some 

answers at the next meeting. There is nothing else we can do at this time. 

George motioned to move on to other business. 

Lisa inquired about solar energy and if anything has come of that. 

Fred stated that is on the back-burner right now. 

George stated that the Comprehensive Plan Committee is handling that. 

Jerry Zambo inquired about recycling. 

Fred stated that is out of their hands, and that is something that would need to be addressed with 

City Council. 



Lisa stated that there was something in place before, but people used it for garbage so they 

discontinued the program. She does think that there is more of a push for it now and it is 

something that should be looked in to. 

Fred agreed that there are concerns about landfills filling up, but that is something that City 

Council would have to address. 

A question was brought forward, wondering if ordinance 1982-2 has been amended.  

Dave stated that variance procedures will be reconsidered by Planning and Zoning. It has not 

been changed yet. 

Vicky came forward talking about due diligence and setting a precedence. She explained issues 

she had when she bought her property. Also, realtors called her when people were looking at 

buying property near her to ask questions. She thinks that approving River’s Edge Conditional 

Use Permit would set a precedence that would not be good for the town. 

Fred stated that she is rehashing things, and understands her feelings.  

George stated he would like to make a decision and be done with it too, but they cannot do that 

right now. 

Lisa stated that they just hope they can have some finality at the next meeting. 

Fred stated that the attorney should be here at the next meeting to address things. He thanked 

everyone for their input. 

Schedule Next Meeting 

The next regular meeting of the Lava Hot Springs Planning and Zoning Commission will be held 

on Thursday, August 23, 2012 at 6:30p.m. 

Adjournment 

A motion was made by Fred Hinz and seconded by Dave Sanders to adjourn. All voted aye, 

unanimous. The meeting adjourned at 7:00p.m. 

 

__________________________________________    ____________________________________ 

Allison Hinz – Secretary    Cory Unsworth - Chairman 

 

 

 

 


