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Minutes of the Regular Meeting of the Lava Planning and Zoning Commission held Tuesday,  

May 24, 2011, 6:30 p.m. at Lava City Hall, 115 west Elm Street, Lava Hot Springs, Idaho 

  

Present:  Nick Nelson – Chair    Trish Avery, Secretary    

  Dave Sanders 

  Cory Unsworth 

Guests: Mike Hansen 

 

 The meeting was called to order at 6:36 p.m. 

 
Approve minutes – April 26, 2011 

A motion was made by Dave Sanders and seconded by Cory Unsworth to approve the 

minutes of the regular meeting held April 26, 2011. All voted aye, unanimous. 

 

Public Hearing - Setback Requirement Variance Application, Applicant – Mike Hansen  

The applicant, Mike Hansen, presented his plan to add a second level on his home, to 

cover the drive way and change the entrance to his home. He showed the commission a 

color code drawing to illustrate his plans. The upper floor will be 40 feet by 60 feet. He 

questioned if the entrance would require a variance because he has a prior variance on the 

deck and the entrance will be built on the deck.  

 

Trish reported that the two written comments which had been received were in favor of 

the variance. Mr. Hansen reported that those of his neighbors which he has spoken to are 

in favor of him receiving the variance. He stated that the west side of the upper level will 

be built so that he can drive straight into his garage. The addition will meet the height 

restrictions.  

 

The commission walked over to Mr. Hansen’s property. Mr. Hansen explained his plan 

and where the survey marks are.  

 

A motion was made by Dave Sanders to recommend approval of the variance for the 

following reasons: 1) the addition will not infringe on neighbor’s property anymore that 

the existing deck and driveway already do. 2) No objections from neighboring property 

owners have been received. The motion was seconded by Cory Unsworth. All voted aye, 

unanimous.  

 

Trish explained that the commission will have to approve a statement of facts, findings 

and recommendation, and then the council will have to make their decision.  

 

RV Ordinance  

Trish reported that the ordinance which Councilperson Sher presented will need to have 

some work and clean up to it. She pointed out a few items that the commission may want 

to work on such as items that were listed under council approved permit would probably 

need to be on staff approved as well.  
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Dave Sanders recommended that the three (3) consecutive days time limit be extended to 

ten (10) consecutive days. Trish reported that from listening to the council meeting tapes, 

she thought it would be unlikely that the council would approve ten (10) days.  

 

Nick Nelson recommended that the commission review the information and work on it at 

a later meeting when that full commission is present. This item was tabled.  

 

Zoning Ordinance Amendments Recommendations  

Trish reported on her findings on some of the concerns that were brought up at the April 

26, 2011 meeting. She put together some of the definitions from the dictionary of items 

that definitions were requested.  

 

Evelee Hill had stated that the definition of a parking space is in the building code; Trish 

reported that she had investigated this and parking space size definition is not in the 

building code. She reported that there are height restrictions in the building code, there 

are how many handicapped spaces that are required, but there is no size and dimensions 

of a parking space in the building code.  

 

Trish also reported that it was questioned the legality of requiring local management for 

vacation rentals. She reported that in her research of ordinances from other cities, in 

every ordinance on vacation rentals local management is required. She also reported that 

the city attorney was agreeable of requiring local management. She reported that some of 

the other ordinances include fines if the local management is called by a city offical or 

police regarding a problem at the vacation rental and do not respond within an hour of the 

phone call. Therefore the cities are requiring the local management to enforce the city 

ordinances and occupancy limits.  

 

Another item that was questioned is how the occupancy limit is set. She reported that the 

other ordinances set the limits on the number of bedrooms, and there was one ordinance 

that set the occupancy by the square footage of the home.  

 

Trish also pointed out that on the color coded copy of the zoning ordinance 

recommendations; the city attorney had told her to add additional language to the 

definitions. 

 

Nick Nelson recommended that the commission review the information and work on it at 

a later meeting when the full commission is present. This item was tabled. 

 

Comprehensive Plan Report  

Trish reported there was good attendance and input at the community meeting. She 

reported that Susan Lorenz, SICOG, is working on finalizing the draft and the future use 

map which will soon be ready to be circulated to agencies for input.  

 

She also reported on the committee meeting held May 16, 2011. Nancy Taylor, a planner 

from the Boise area, met with the committee and gave some input. She told the 

committee  that when making the decision of what you are going to do in your town, 
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don’t be afraid of having someone not want to be in your town because of your 

ordinance, make your ordinances what you want in your town. Because if you don’t, soon 

you have an eye soar that is a problem and you can’t do anything about it.  

 

Other Business  
Trish reported that she had put a copy of a letter which she had sent to Milan Zabka in the 

commission packets. She stated that at the April 25, 2011 meeting, he had said that he 

had not received an answer to his letter. She reported that he had come to city hall a few 

days after the March meeting and she had told him that the commission said he should 

follow the process of moving the zoning line if he wanted the change. Because of his 

comment at the April 26, 2011 meeting that he had not received an answer, she sent him 

a letter stating what she had told him earlier in response to his letter.  

 

Trish recommended that the commission put in writing a description of where the 

division line between R2 and R3 zones is. She has added this item to the list of zoning 

ordinance items which the commission is working on. The city will not pay for a new 

zoning map to be done until the comprehensive plan is finished and the zoning updates 

are complete.  

 

Schedule Next Meeting  

A motion was made by Cory Unsworth that because of the need to approve the Statement 

of Facts, Findings, and Recommendation on the public hearing within thirty (30) days, 

that the regular Planning and Zoning Commission meeting be held on June 21, 2011 at 

6:30 p.m. The motion was seconded by Dave Sanders. All voted aye, unanimous.  

 

Adjournment  

A motion was made by Cory Unsworth and seconded by Dave Sanders to adjourn. All 

voted aye, unanimous. The meeting adjourned at 7:25 p.m. 

 

 
____________________________________        

Trish Avery – Secretary    Nick Nelson – Chair 

Approved June 23, 2011 


