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State of the Nations
An Overview of God’s Kingdom in Asia

   Asia
Harvest

‘Put in the Sickle, for the Harvest has Come!’  (Mark 4:29)
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“But when this priest had offered for all time one sacrifice for sins, he sat down at
the right hand of God, and since that time he waits for his enemies to be made his
footstool” (Hebrews 10:12-13).

Do you know that the practice of a king’s enemies becoming his footstool frequently
occurred in Middle Eastern culture? Archaeologists have unearthed footstools with
the faces of conquered kings carved into them, which enabled a victorious ruler the
pleasure of looking down at his vanquished foes.

The Lord Jesus never minced his words. He told us the truth, but always offered
hope even in the midst of the fierce storms of life. When asked about the signs of
the end of the age, the Lord replied, “Because of the increase of wickedness, the
love of most will grow cold, but the one who stands firm to the end will be saved.
And this gospel of the kingdom will be preached in the whole world as a testimony
to all nations, and then the end will come” (Matthew 24:12-14).

There is a rapid increase of wickedness in the world today, but we encourage you
not to be one of those whose love for God grows cold. It’s easy to become cynical at
the state of society and at much of what passes under the banner of Christianity, but
we must fight against cynicism and press in to the heart of Jesus even more as the
days become darker.

The only way to keep our love from growing cold is to be grounded in the Word of
God and to daily surrender our lives to the Holy Spirit. The Bible promises: “Draw
near to God and he will draw near to you. Wash your hands, you sinners, and purify
your hearts, you double-minded.  Grieve, mourn and wail. Change your laughter to
mourning and your joy to gloom. Humble yourselves before the Lord, and he will lift
you up.” (James 4:8-10).

When the powers of darkness seem to be closing in and pressure from the world
threatens to snuff out your light, it’s crucial to remember that Jesus is the victorious
King! He conquered the grave, and “having disarmed the powers and authorities,

From the Frontlines
with Paul & Joy Hattaway
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he made a public spectacle of them, triumphing over them by the cross” (Colossians
2:15).

The time is coming when Jesus will receive His mighty inheritance, and He will rule
and reign over all the nations of the world. On that day all of His enemies will be
made His footstool, and a loud voice in heaven shall declare, “The kingdom of the
world has become the kingdom of our Lord and of his Messiah, and he will reign for
ever and ever” (Revelation 11:15).

In the meantime, God’s children must continue to patiently endure as His plans are
fulfilled throughout the earth. If you belong to Jesus Christ, do not lose hope! Keep
trusting God, and “do not throw away your confidence; it will be richly rewarded. You
need to persevere so that when you have done the will of God, you will receive what
he has promised. For in just a little while, he who is coming will come and will not
delay...we do not belong to those who shrink back and are destroyed, but to those
who have faith and are saved” (Hebrews 10:35-39).
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From time to time we like to present a snapshot of the state of the Gospel
throughout Asia. In the following pages we provide a brief overview of nine
countries Asia Harvest is working in. The statistics used are the latest from
Joshua Project, who define a people group as “unreached” if less than 2
percent of its population are evangelical Christians.

While we have much to thank God for in Asia, the facts and figures are a
sobering reminder of how much work remains to be done. Our life’s goal is
to reach as many unreached people groups as possible with the salvation of
Jesus Christ. We appreciate your prayers and partnership, as together we
“look forward to the day of the Lord and speed it’s coming” (2 Peter 3:12).

CHINA
Population: 1,388.2 million
Non-Christians: 1,279.9 million (92.2%)
All Christians:     108.3 million (7.8%)
Capital: Beijing
People Groups: 550
Unreached: 456

Asia Harvest is helping to reach 33
people groups in China.

God continues to move powerfully throughout
China. The greatest need remains for Bibles
and discipleship materials to feed tens of
millions of hungry house church believers.
Most of China’s ethnic minority groups, how-
ever, remain unreached. The Gospel has spread
rapidly among the Han Chinese majority, but
has encountered strong ethnic, cultural,
geographic and language barriers as it struggles
to penetrate the more than 450 distinct (non-Han) minority groups in China.
Hundreds of groups still lack a vibrant Gospel witness capable of impacting
their population.

   STATE OF THE NATIONS
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Population: 1,282.8 million
Non-Christians: 1,254.6 million (97.8%)
All Christians:        28.2 million (2.2%)
Capital: New Delhi
People Groups: 2,234
Unreached: 2,018

Asia Harvest is helping to reach 368
people groups in India.

India poses the most complex challenge for the
Body of Christ today. Home to more than 2,200
distinct people groups, the Gospel has flour-
ished among some groups, but most remain
devoid of spiritual light. India will soon surpass
China as the world’s most populated country,
but 98 out of every 100 people remain lost and
in desperate need of Christ’s salvation.

NEPAL
Population: 29.4 million
Non-Christians: 29.1 million (99.1%)
All Christians:   0.3 million (0.9%)
Capital: Kathmandu
People Groups: 249
Unreached: 238

Asia Harvest is helping to reach 53
people groups in Nepal.

Living among the highest mountains on earth,
more than 240 distinct tribes and castes inhabit
Nepal. There were just 25 known Christians in
Nepal in the 1950s, compared to more than
300,000 today. Some tribes have experienced
revival in the past 20 years, but over 200
remain relatively untouched by the Gospel.
There is much work left to do in Nepal.
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Population: 93.8 million
Non-Christians: 84.9 million (90.5%)
All Christians:    8.9 million (9.5%)
Capital: Hanoi
People Groups: 118
Unreached: 80

Asia Harvest is helping to reach 26
people groups in Vietnam.

The Gospel has spread inconsistently in Viet-
nam, and Protestant Christians make up only
about 2% of the population. Most churches are
in the south and central provinces, with fewer
believers in the north. Dozens of tribes remain
completely untouched by the Gospel of Jesus
Christ. Please pray every segment of Vietnam
will soon bring glory to the Living God.

LAOS
Population: 7.2 million
Non-Christians: 7.0 million (97.2%)
All Christians: 0.2 million (2.8%)
Capital: Vientiane
People Groups: 136
Unreached: 114

Asia Harvest is helping to reach 22
people groups in Laos.

Laos is one of Asia’s forgotten countries. Be-
cause of its small population, many organiza-
tions don’t consider Laos a priority, but it is one
of the most ethnically-diverse countries on
earth, containing 136 distinct tribes. Only a few
dozen groups have a significant Christian pres-
ence, while more than 100 remain untouched by
the Gospel. Please pray for their salvation.
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Population: 54.4 million
Non-Christians: 49.6 million (91.1%)
All Christians:   4.8 million (8.9%)
Capital: Naypyidaw
People Groups: 153
Unreached: 49

Asia Harvest is helping to reach 13
people groups in Myanmar.

The spread of Christianity in Myanmar is
uneven, with some tribes in revival while
other areas are full of dead religion. There is a
great need for the Scriptures and for disciple-
ship. Please pray the 31 million Buddhist
Myen people will soon know the Living God.

INDONESIA
Population: 254.2 million
Non-Christians: 221.7 million (87.2%)
All Christians:    32.5 million (12.8%)
Capital: Jakarta
People Groups: 779
Unreached: 221

Asia Harvest is helping to reach 66
people groups in Indonesia.

Indonesia is a paradox. It contains more Mus-
lims than any other country on earth, spread
across more than 750 distinct ethnic groups.
God has moved powerfully, with more than 30
million Christians throughout Indonesia. With
most believers being ethnic Chinese, over 220
people groups remain unreached. Please pray
the Name of Jesus will be glorified throughout
this large and important country.
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CAMBODIA
Population: 15.9 million
Non-Christians: 15.4 million (96.8%)
All Christians:    0.5 million (3.2%)
Capital: Phnom Penh
People Groups: 42
Unreached: 30

Asia Harvest is helping to reach 12
people groups in Cambodia.

Cambodia was known as the “killing fields” in
the 1970s, but a vibrant and growing church
has risen from the ashes of that horrific
genocide. While a number of tribes have
embraced the Gospel in recent years, most of
the 14 million Buddhist Khmer majority have
yet to hear about Jesus. Please pray for their
salvation.

BANGLADESH
Population: 159.8 million
Non-Christians: 159.2 million (99.6%)
All Christians:      0.6 million (0.4%)
Capital:                 Dhaka
People Groups: 316
Unreached: 283

Asia Harvest is helping to reach 43
people groups in Bangladesh.

Bangladesh is one of the poorest and most
unreached countries on earth, containing nearly
300 distinct ethnic groups who have yet to trust
Jesus Christ. Nine out of ten people in
Bangladesh are Muslims. Please pray the fame
of the Lord will spread widely to every part of
this large and needy land.
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TESTIMONY CORNER
We are constantly blessed to read
field reports from the hundreds of
evangelists we support throughout
Asia. One recent report grabbed our
attention. In a remote area of Laos
(a Communist country sandwiched
between China, Vietnam, Thailand,
Myanmar and Cambodia), our co-
workers came across a village with
a demon-possessed man who had
been tormented by evil spirits for
years. The locals had given up all
hope, and had built a thick wooden
cage (see picture) to restrain the
man and to protect themselves
from his violent attacks.

When the evangelists saw the caged
man the compassion of the Lord came
upon them. They prayed for him in the
Name of Jesus, and the dark forces that
had bound the man for years were
demolished.

The change in the man’s life was so
dramatic that many villagers demanded
to know the God who had done this
great miracle. As a result, 34 people
accepted the Lord Jesus Christ and are
now meeting together in a house church,
including the man who had been so wonderfully set free. Hallelujah!

These workers in Laos are among hundreds of Asian evangelists we support
through the Asian Workers' Fund. We currently have dozens who need support.
We invite you to join us as we help them take the Gospel to the unreached.
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We are currently supporting 1,489 Asian evangelists
working among 661 unreached people groups.

The Asian Workers’ Fund assists indigenous church-planting evan-
gelists who are involved in strategic ministry to unreached Asian
tribes and ethnic groups. These servants of the Lord have com-
mitted their whole lives to the Gospel but are hindered by lack of
finances.

You can help support these dedicated workers for $25 per month
each. A prayer card and occasional updates are sent to all regular
donors of this project.

Asia is home to many ethnic groups where people have been
deprived of God’s Word, sometimes for decades. The Asian Bible
fund provides the Scriptures in numerous languages in South-
east Asia, North Korea, the Indian subcontinent, and elsewhere.

Each Bible costs an average of $2.70 to print and deliver.

ASIAN BIBLE FUND

Current Total: 668,288 Bibles printed in 69 languages.

We are partnering with house churches in China in a long-term
project to provide Bibles for Christians. We receive countless
requests for God’s Word from church leaders throughout the
country. These Bibles are distributed free of charge, equipping
the Body of Christ and helping add fuel to the revival in China.

Each full Chinese Bible costs just $1.80 to print and deliver.

CurCurCurCurCurrrrrrent Tent Tent Tent Tent Total: otal: otal: otal: otal: 7,434,9497,434,9497,434,9497,434,9497,434,949 Chinese Bibles distributed. Chinese Bibles distributed. Chinese Bibles distributed. Chinese Bibles distributed. Chinese Bibles distributed.CHINA BIBLE FUND

ASIAN WORKERS’ FUND

Current Total: 9,922,568 Chinese Bibles printed and distributed.
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The Bless the Children Fund introduces children to Jesus Christ
in India, China, Vietnam, Nepal, and a host of other countries.
Activities include printing and distributing Gospel literature
designed for children, providing free surgeries for those with
special needs, and generally lifting children out of spiritual and
physical poverty. The results of this project have been stagger-
ing. It costs an average of $20 to reach a child for Christ.

Because of your partnership we are supporting 361 living martyrs.
A martyr has been defined as “a Christian who chooses to suffer death rather

than deny Christ or His work... One who sacrifices something very important to
further the Kingdom of God and endures great suffering for Christian witness.”

The Living Martyrs’ Fund supports pastors and evangelists in
China, Vietnam, India and elswhere who are unable to work be-
cause of injuries or illness caused by persecution. They and their
families face extreme poverty and hardship. Through a gift of
$35 per month you can help support one of these living martyrs.
A prayer card is sent to every supporter of this project.

LIVING MARTYRS’ FUND

Your generous support has so far enabled 56,883 children
to hear the Gospel throughout Asia.

BLESS THE CHILDREN FUND

Over the years Asia Harvest has provided assistance to the vic-
tims of natural disasters that have struck Asia. In addition to
providing aid through medicine, tents, blankets, food and wa-
ter, rebuilding homes etc., the Christians we partner with take
every opportunity to share the Gospel, and many people have
come to know Jesus Christ. This project also provides physical
and spiritual relief to Christian communities and families
throughout Asia who have been affected by persecution.

Transforming lives from ashes to beauty with God’s love.

PERSECUTION & RELIEF FUND
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Asia Harvest Addresses
www.asiaharvest.org  /  office@asiaharvest.org

NORTH AMERICA: 353 Jonestown Rd #320, Winston-Salem, NC 27104, USA

AUSTRALIA: 36 Nelson Street, Stepney, South Australia 5069
Bank details: CBA 06-4410-10255537 (Asia Harvest)

NEW ZEALAND: P.O.Box 1757, Queenstown 9348
Bank details: ASB 12-3154-0092327-00 (Asia Harvest)

EUROPE: Stiftung SALZ, Johannes-Kepler-Str. 6, 71083 Herrenberg, Germany
IBAN: DE93 6426 1853 0060 0080 08 / BIC: GENODES1PGW

MALAYSIA: STAMP Bhd., P.O.Box 8036, Pejabat Pos Kelana Jaya,
46780 Petaling Jaya, Selangor
Bank details: HSBC 352-029615-101 (STAMP Bhd.)

SINGAPORE: Clementi Central P.O.Box 119, Sinagpore 911204

UNITED KINGDOM & IRELAND:  AsiaLink, Mill Farm, Fleetwood Road,
Wesham PR4 3HD, England

Bank details: CAF Bank 40-52-40, Account No. 00014929 (AsiaLink)


