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Harvest

‘Put in the Sickle, for the Harvest has Come!’  (Mark 4:29)

The Living Martyrs
Helping those who have Given all to Jesus



2Asia Harvest August 2017

“Let us not become weary in doing good, for at the proper time we will reap a
harvest if we do not give up. Therefore, as we have opportunity, let us do good to
all people, especially to those who belong to the family of believers” (Galatians
6:9-10).

In the Book of Acts we see the early Church reaching entire communities. There
are many places in Acts where the believers prayed for the sick and saw them
instantly healed by the power of the Holy Spirit. The Greek word used to describe
these supernatural healings is iáomai.

Are you aware, however, that on more than two dozen occasions in the New
Testament a different Greek word, therapeuo, is used to describe healings? This
word, from which we derive the English word ‘therapeutic’, is used to describe
the healing of the paralyzed man in John chapter 5 and the healing of the daughter
of the Canaanite woman in Matthew 15:28. The Apostle Luke, a medical doctor,
used this word fifteen times in his writings.

Finally, when the Apostle Paul and his colleagues were shipwrecked on the Island
of Malta in Acts 28, they decided to make the most of the situation by reaching out
to the local population. Both kinds of healing, the supernatural and the natural,
occurred when the father of the chief official of the island was healed of fever and
dysentery. The Scripture says, “Paul went in to see him and, after prayer, placed
his hands on him and healed him [iáomai]. When this had happened, the rest of
the sick on the island came and were cured” [therapeuo] (Acts 28:8-9).

It seems that after seeing God heal the sick man supernaturally, Dr. Luke and his
fellow believers held a medical clinic to minister to the people of Malta, and as a
result many were exposed to the Gospel for the first time.

From the Frontlines

with Paul & Joy
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The Living Martyrs’ Fund
Helping Church Leaders who have Given their All for Christ

A martyr has been defined as “a Christian who chooses to suffer death rather than deny Christ
or His work... One who sacrifices something very important to further the Kingdom of God and

endures great suffering for Christian witness.”

In this newsletter we would like to share about one of our long-standing projects,
the Living Martyrs’ Fund. For almost twenty years this project has been a
foundational part of our work, and hundreds of church leaders have been greatly
blessed and encouraged by the help they have received through the fund.

This project is available to church leaders in Asia who have been persecuted
because of their witness for Christ. Often, as a result of brutal torture,
imprisonment, and extreme hardship, these leaders are now physically or mentally
disabled and are unable to earn a living.
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In China, where the majority of our Living Martyrs’ Fund recipients are located,
many house church pastors who have been imprisoned for their faith are declared
to have lost their “political rights.” This means they are not permitted to have a
passport or travel freely within China; they are banned from ever having a
government job, and any benefits such as a pension or medical insurance is taken
away from them.

Furthermore, their wives and family members are also frequently punished. Their
sons and daughters are often banned from attending university or college.
Subsequently, many of the ‘living martyrs’ we are honored to support are left
destitute, and in dire need of additional help over and above what their own families
are able to provide.

The monthly amount we give to these faithful servants of God goes a long way to
relieve some of their daily struggles. They come from churches that believe in the
supernatural healing of God, and they have been prayed for many times. They remain
gravely ill or injured, however, and so they deeply appreciate the support they
receive, which is often used to buy medicine and other daily essentials like nutritious
food and clothing. The local churches in their area are also expected to take care of
these saints as is fitting for believers to do, but some live in remote areas where
there are few Christians to assist them.

Many of the testimonies we receive from our project leaders are heart-rending.
One former church leader in Vietnam, who boldly stood for the truth of the Gospel
for decades and endured horrible punishment for the sake of Christ, was found by
our colleagues to be living in a bamboo shack on the edge of a jungle. This widower,
in his 70s, was struggling to scavenge enough food to stay alive. His relatives had
long ago deserted him, ashamed of his stubborn faith in God, and the believers in
that part of the country had lost touch with him and didn’t know his whereabouts.

For the past several years this precious Vietnamese brother has been helped through
the Living Martyrs’ Fund. He is deeply thankful and tears well up in his eyes whenever
he thinks of how God’s people did not forget him in the time of his greatest need.

In the following pages we will share a few short summaries from among the hundreds
of applications that have come across our desk for the Living Martyrs’ Fund. Some of
these we are already supporting, while others we hope to begin helping soon.
Although we have changed their names and details to protect their identities (and
the pictures are not of these specific believers), their testimonies are true.
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VIETNAM

Brother Vue is in his late 50s. For decades, he and his wife faithfully took the Gospel
to the lost, establishing countless believers in the Christian faith. In the course of
serving the Lord they endured terrible hardship and persecution. Several years ago
his wife suffered a trauma which left her paralyzed. Now she has a growth on her
neck and a brain disorder which doctors are unable to treat. She experiences constant
pain and neither Brother Vue
or his wife is able to earn an
income. They have exhausted
their personal funds after
selling their property and
Brother Vue must devote his
time to caring for his wife’s
failing health. This precious
couple needs help just to
survive.

Sister Qui is a widow, all alone
and almost 90-years-old. She
told our co-workers of her
deep loneliness as her health
deteriorates. She suffers from
insomnia and cardio vascular difficulties and is partially blind. In the last few years
her memory has also been fading as she nears the end of her life in this world. Sister
Qui misses her husband greatly, and deeply appreciates the support we send her as
it enables her to afford medicine and daily food.

Brother Trinh, who is now in his late 60s, was enlisted into the North Vietnamese
army as a young man. As payment he received a small block of land to build a hut.
Trinh became a Christian in 1991, however, and served the Lord by sharing the gospel
at every opportunity. The Communist authorities labelled him a traitor and began to
severely persecute him. His government support was stopped and the police
continually harassed him. Despite these hardships he continued to serve the Lord.
Some time ago he had an accident and suffered a broken jaw, which never healed
properly. He also has dangerously high blood pressure, the result being that he can
no longer work for a living. The amount Brother Trinh receives through the Living
Martyrs’ Fund is a great blessing to him. It allows him to buy medication and receive
treatment for his health issues. Subsequently, he is still testifying about Jesus Christ
to everyone he comes into contact with.
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INDIA

Simon had been an effective church planter for
several years when radical Hindus ran his motorcycle
down in an attempt to murder him in February last
year. A few days later the Hindus came and attacked
him and other believers during a church service.
Simon was hospitalized for weeks with head and
chest injuries, and his leg was broken in several
places. He thanks God for helping him survive, but
his family is now destitute and he is unable to work
due to the severity of his injuries. Please pray for
this courageous and faithful family.

Brother Sodi and his family were ostracized from their village by Hindus because
they refused to participate in idolatrous festivals. They were severely beaten and
their goats and all worldy possessions were seized and sold, to force them to pay
for the village rituals. Now they are not allowed to draw water from the village
well, and the entire community refuses to speak to them or do business with
them. Brother Sodi and his family are in great need of help just to survive. Despite
this persecution they refuse to deny Christ and are faithfully continuing to worship
Him.

Martha was a widow when she met
Jesus Christ and surrendered her life
to Him. Her simple home was used as
a place to worship God, until one day
radical Hindus sexually assaulted
Martha and mercilessly beat her and
her two children. They were forced to
flee the village to a neighbouring state,
where they are hiding from packs of
bloodthirsty men who are hunting for
them as they seek to take their lives.
We are providing funds for this
precious family as they reconstruct their lives and Martha learns a new trade.



7Asia Harvest August 2017

CHINA

Brother Zhou has been a house church leader for more than twenty years, faithfully
leading God’s flock and reaching many people for Jesus Christ. Because of his
refusal to close his house church and join the government-approved Three-Self
Patriotic Movement, Zhou was abducted from his home by the secret police and
tortured mercilessly in 2008 and 2014. As part of his punishment, the guards held
him on the ground and poured some unknown liquid down his throat. As a result,
ever since that time Brother Zhou has suffered severe stomach diseases which
have ruined his health and caused untold suffering. Through it all, Brother Zhou
has remained faithful to the Lord, but he is unable to work for a living and his
family is destitute. Because he has been in prison, Brother Zhou is denied access
to any government assistance and is not permitted to have medical insurance.
The Living Martyrs’ Fund helps Brother Zhou buy medicine and treatment, as well
as providing basic necessities for him and his family.

Brother Wan, who is now in his sixties, has served God as an evangelist since the
time he first met Jesus Christ many years ago. Over the years he has been targeted
by the authorities and has been called to endure four imprisonments for the sake
of the Gospel between 1996 and 2013. On each of those occasions Brother Wan
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was tortured and treated with utter contempt. He is now a broken vessel and was
recently diagnosed with a brain tumor. Brother Wan is a dear brother who needs a
“cup of cold water in Jesus’ Name” to help him make it through to the end. He is
deeply appreciative of the prayers and assistance to help alleviate his struggles.

Although he is a relatively young man in his late 40s, Brother Xin has been a bold
witness for Jesus Christ and has led many people to repentance. He is also a highly
respected Bible teacher. The Communnist authorities targeted him because of his
house church activities and he was arrested and jailed three times (2004, 2009 and
2014). During those incarcerations, this man of God was publicly humiliated and nearly
beaten to death. Now a widower without any family members to help him, Brother
Xin suffers from post traumatic stress and has a slipped lumbar disc in his lower back,
causing him constant and severe pain. He does not complain, however, and has
patiently endured the scorn of sinful men. By receiving support through the Living
Martyrs’ Fund, this precious brother will be able to afford treatment for his injuries
and will hopefully begin on the road to recovery. Meanwhile, he continues to be a
great blessing to many believers by encouraging them in God’s Word when they come
to visit his home.
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If you would like to support one or more living martyrs, we invite you to fill out
the yellow response form in this newsletter and send it back along with your gift.
Alternatively, one-time or monthly donations to the project can be made via our
website: www.asiaharvest.org

All supporters of this project will receive a laminated prayer card of a living martyr,
with a short summary of who they are and their testimony so you can pray for
them.

Brother Chee, who is now approaching the age of 70, faithfully served as a house
church leader in north China for many years. After shepherding God’s flock through
many trials and difficult times, Brother Chee was arrested and thrown into prison
four times for the sake of the gospel, most recently in 2013. On each occasion he
was brutally tortured and and forced to pay a heavy fine, all because he refused to
compromise his testimony about Jesus Christ. Despite massive pressure, he
withstood the tests and continues to love the Lord and His people to this present
day. All the hardships over the years have taken their toll on Brother Chee. He and
his wife are now destitute and he is battling Parkinson's disease. In China, being a
convicted criminal means he is forbidden from receiving any government pension
or medical benefits. He is relying on the Lord Jesus, and is thankful that believers
around the world have not forgotten him.
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We currently support 1,954 Asian evangelists
 among 855 unreached people groups.

The Asian Workers’ Fund assists indigenous church-planting
evangelists who are involved in strategic ministry to unreached
Asian tribes and ethnic groups. These servants of the Lord have
committed their whole lives to the Gospel but are hindered
by lack of finances.

You can help support these dedicated workers for $25 per
month each. A prayer card and occasional updates are sent to
all regular donors of this project.

Asia is home to many ethnic groups where people have been
deprived of God’s Word, sometimes for decades. The Asian Bible
Fund provides the Scriptures in numerous languages through-
out Southeast Asia, the Indian subcontinent, and elsewhere.

Each Bible costs an average of $2.70 to print and deliver.

ASIAN BIBLE FUND

Current Total: 760,525 Bibles printed in 93 languages.

We are partnering with house churches in China in a long-term
project to provide Bibles for Christians. We receive countless
requests for God’s Word from church leaders throughout the
country. These Bibles are distributed free of charge, equipping
the Body of Christ and helping add fuel to the revival in China.

Each full Chinese Bible costs just $1.80 to print and deliver.

CurCurCurCurCurrrrrrent Tent Tent Tent Tent Total: otal: otal: otal: otal: 7,434,9497,434,9497,434,9497,434,9497,434,949 Chinese Bibles distributed. Chinese Bibles distributed. Chinese Bibles distributed. Chinese Bibles distributed. Chinese Bibles distributed.CHINA BIBLE FUND

ASIAN WORKERS’ FUND

Current Total: 10,512,465 Chinese Bibles printed and distributed.
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Because of your partnership we are supporting 368 living martyrs.

A martyr has been defined as “a Christian who chooses to suffer death rather
than deny Christ or His work... One who sacrifices something very important to

further the Kingdom of God and endures great suffering for Christian witness.”

The Living Martyrs’ Fund supports pastors and evangelists in
China, Vietnam and elswhere who are unable to work because of
injuries or illness caused by persecution. They and their families
face extreme poverty and hardship. Through a gift of $35 per
month you can help support one of these living martyrs. A prayer
card is sent to every supporter of this project.

LIVING MARTYRS’ FUND

Over the years Asia Harvest has provided assistance to the vic-
tims of natural disasters that have struck Asia. In addition to
providing aid through medicine, tents, blankets, food and wa-
ter, rebuilding homes etc., the Christians we partner with take
every opportunity to share the Gospel, and many people have
come to know Jesus Christ. This project also provides physical
and spiritual relief to Christian communities and families
throughout Asia who have been affected by persecution.

Transforming lives from ashes to beauty with God’s love.

PERSECUTION & RELIEF FUND

The Bless the Children Fund introduces children to Jesus Christ
in India, China, Vietnam, Indonesia, Nepal, and a host of other
countries. Activities include printing and distributing Gospel lit-
erature designed for children, providing free surgeries for those
with special needs, and generally lifting children out of spiri-
tual and physical poverty. The results of this project have been
staggering. It costs an average of $20 to reach a child for Christ.

Your generous support has so far reached
65,517 children for Jesus throughout Asia.

BLESS THE CHILDREN FUND
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Asia Harvest Addresses
www.asiaharvest.org  /  office@asiaharvest.org

NORTH AMERICA: 353 Jonestown Road #320, Winston-Salem, NC 27104, USA

AUSTRALIA: 36 Nelson Street, Stepney, South Australia 5069
Bank details: CBA 06-4410-10255537 (Asia Harvest)

NEW ZEALAND: P.O.Box 1757, Queenstown 9348
Bank details: ASB 12-3154-0092327-00 (Asia Harvest)

EUROPE: Stiftung SALZ, Tailfingerstr. 28, 71083 Herrenberg, Germany
IBAN: DE93 6426 1853 0060 0080 08 / BIC: GENODES1PGW

MALAYSIA: Strategic Missions Program, P.O.Box 8036, Pejabat Pos Kelana
Jaya, 46780 Petaling Jaya, Selangor
Bank details: CIMB 8008242805 (Strategic Missions Program)

UNITED KINGDOM & IRELAND: AsiaLink, P.O. Box 891, Preston PR4 9AB, England
Bank details: NatWest Bank 01-07-65, Account No. 07018797


