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Harvest

‘Put in the Sickle, for the Harvest has Come!’  (Mark 4:29)

God’s Precious Word
Bibles for the Khiamniungan Tribe
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From the Frontlines

“I am astonished that you are so quickly deserting the one who called you to live in
the grace of Christ and are turning to a different gospel—which is really no gospel
at all. Evidently some people are throwing you into confusion and are trying to
pervert the gospel of Christ. But even if we or an angel from heaven should preach
a gospel other than the one we preached to you, let them be under God’s curse! As
we have already said, so now I say again: If anybody is preaching to you a gospel
other than what you accepted, let them be under God’s curse!” (Galatians 1:6-9).

“The Spirit clearly says that in later times some will abandon the faith and follow
deceiving spirits and things taught by demons” (1 Timothy 4:1).

In this day and age when everyone is expected to be “accommodating” of other’s
beliefs no matter what they are, many believers have also become too scared to
speak up for the truth, even when obvious error is being spread. Millions of
Christians think that by remaining silent they are being loving and gracious, but
the reality is that God commands us to speak the truth, in love, and to not allow a
different gospel to be preached, which will destroy those who hear it.

There is an interesting account about the Apostle John recorded by the early church
leader Polycarp. John was living in Ephesus in his old age, and was the last living
person to have personally known and walked with the Lord Jesus.

Polycarp shared that John was so old and frail that he had to be carried into the
church meetings on a makeshift bed, and as the great apostle was carried to the
front he would call out in the loudest voice he could muster: “Little children, love
another!”

Can you imagine what it would be like to be at one of those services when the last
living apostle was carried past you to the front, exhorting God’s people to love?
What an incredible experience that would be. That’s the kind of Christianity most
people want today: non-judgmental, encouraging, accepting, and kind....

Polycarp, however, also shared that John was carried to the Roman public baths
each day, as was the custom of the time. One day when John looked across the
room as he was washing, the countenance of the “apostle of love” immediately
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darkened and a stern look of terror came upon his face. He commanded the men
who carried him around to pick him up and to leave immediately, before the building
would collapse under the righteous judgment of God!

What happened to cause such a dramatic change in John’s demeanor? What could
be so awful that the apostle couldn’t stay another moment in that place?

Polycarp tells us that John had noticed a man named Cerinthus across the room.
This man was a heretic, one of the chief opponents of the gospel in his day. He
taught that Jesus was not divine and that the resurrection hadn’t taken place. The
apostle who exhorted believers to love another refused to be in the presence of
someone who promoted doctrines of demons which polluted the teachings of his
beloved Lord.

Of the many initiatives that Asia Harvest is privileged to be involved with, our
Bible projects are vitally important, as without God’s Word to nourish new believers
and establish them in the faith, there would be no churches to support and our
other projects wouldn’t exist.

One of the greatest blessings we have experienced over the years is to meet
Christians from various tribes and ethnic groups. Although believers often speak
different languages and come from vastly different economic and cultural
backgrounds, we’ve seen how barriers can be broken down in seconds by the
common bond of love for Jesus Christ and the indwelling Holy Spirit in the hearts
of our brothers and sisters.

This month we would like to share testimonies and pictures from a few Christians
from the Khiamniungan tribe of western Myanmar (formerly Burma), obtained just
moments after they received the first Bibles in their language for many decades.
Our co-worker in the area said: “One church said they had been praying for 52 years
for Bibles! 97% of churches did not have even one Bible. The Christians said this
was one of the greatest days in the history of the Khiamniungan people. To God be
all the Glory!”

The name ‘Khiamniungan’ means ‘source of great waters.’ Thanks to your prayers
and generous support the Word of God is now freely available among this precious
tribe. May it lead to renewal and revival, so that the Khiamniungan people will
indeed be a source of blessing as living water flows from them to the hundreds of
unreached tribes living in the foothills of the Himalayas.
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“My name is Ningpao and I am 40-years-old.
My parents are farmers who worshipped de-
mons. Our family was very poor and most of
the time it was difficult to find food. No one in
our village had ever heard about Jesus, be-
cause the government did not allow Christians
to enter our area. We all lived in fear of the
evil spirits.

I was sent to school at Khamti, and while there
I saw some Naga people singing about Jesus. I
had never heard anything like that before. I
asked my friend who Jesus is, and he invited
me to worship the living God. I loved the songs
and was really interested in Jesus. I asked the
pastor to share more, and for three nights he
patiently explained the gospel to me. In Au-
gust 1996 I accepted Christ as my Savior. From
that moment I always went to the church, prayed, and worshipped the Lord. By
God’s grace I stopped drinking alcohol and taking drugs, and I quit smoking. My
life totally changed after I accepted Jesus. I was so happy and I told everyone
about what Jesus had done for me.

Then I encountered a big problem. My parents and all my relatives and the other
villagers told me to stop being a Christian. “If you don’t turn away from this for-
eign god,” they told me, “then you are not allowed to stay in our village any-
more.” I didn’t know what to do, but God spoke to me with a still, small voice,
“Don’t be discouraged, for I am your God and I will care for you and meet your
needs.” The next morning my parents and the village elders gathered to hear my
answer. I told them: “I will never stop being a Christian.” They forced me out of
the village and told me to never return.

God always provided for me. I lived with a Christian family until I was married,
and now my parents and everyone in our village has trusted in Jesus Christ as
their Lord and Savior. Hallelujah!

I always wanted to read the Bible, but there was only one copy in our church. Even
though I have been a pastor since 1996, I never had my own Bible. I prayed ear-
nestly for 23 years for a Bible, and today God answered my prayers. It is like a
dream! My Bible is the most precious thing I have ever owned in my life.

Thanks to those who gave so my tribe can have God’s Word. You have done a
wonderful thing and provided the greatest need of our people. You have sown
seed into fertile soil. Much good fruit will come from your loving help.”

Sowing into Fertile Soil
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“My name is Kondou and I am 52-years-old.
My parents were killed when I was two by un-
derground rebels from India. As I grew up I
often thought of committing suicide, because
I was very lonely. I stayed in my village until I
was 12. Then I was adopted by a family and I
started school. I never went to church, but I
always tried to make money and had no peace
in my life.

In 2003 I crashed my car and was severely in-
jured. I had to remain in bed for three years
and could do nothing. In 2006, on June 30th,
an evangelist came to my house and prayed
for me. God answered his prayer and as soon
as he finished praying, all my life and strength
returned and I was totally healed! I immedi-
ately surrendered my life to Jesus Christ.

After I accepted Christ, my adoptive parents kicked me out of their home and all
work was taken away from me. I was like a beggar with no job, no food, and no one
in my life. But after three months a pastor called and gave me a job cleaning the
church. I was so happy, because now I could stay in the church and I had enough
time to pray and worship God.

When I asked the pastor where I could buy a Bible in my language, he replied
sadly: ”There are no Khiamniungan Bibles. Even if you have enough money, there
are none for sale anywhere.” I was so surprised by his words. From that time on I
have been praying to God that we would have our own Bibles.

I prayed 13 years for a Bible. Now, this very day, God has placed a precious copy of
His holy Word in my hand. Wow! What a wonderful blessing!

I wish to say a million times, “Thank you,” because the greatest need of our tribe
is to have God’s Word. We have about 60,000 people in our Khiamniungan tribe,
but without the Bible we would never develop in life or have revival. We would
live in darkness, die in our sins, and face God’s eternal punishment in hell.

We are overwhelmed with gratitude for what you have done by providing us with
thousands of free Bibles in our language. They are being eagerly read by every
family and lives are being set free and transformed by the Holy Spirit. Now that
we have the key to success, I know our people will thrive. Thank you for your great
support. God bless you.”
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8Asia Harvest May 2019“My name is Patsou and I am a Khiamniungan evangelist. I am 50 years old and I have
five daughters and four sons. I grew up in a small village and my parents did not
believe in any religion. Our family always struggled because my dad was an alcoholic.
There used to be a Christian church in our village, but in 1997 the Burmese Army
burned it to the ground. Even though it was never rebuilt, the Christians still
worshipped God.

In 2000 I accepted Christ and experienced wonderful peace in my life, because I had
Jesus inside me now. I shared with my parents and after three months they were also
saved. Praise the Lord! Now all of my relatives have also accepted Christ, and our lives
are much better. I thank God for that.

There were no Bibles in our village, not even in the church. So I would go to a church
in the nearest town to copy some pages of Scripture. Then I would bring these pages
back to my village and share them in our church. We were always sad and discouraged
because we did not have a Bible. Our village pastor and the Christians have been
praying for a Bible since long before I was a believer. They have been asking the
Heavenly Father for Bibles since 1970.

I am so grateful for the wonderful love you have shown our Khiamniungan people.
We can now stand proudly, because of God. Thank you for your great gift to us. The
Lord has used you to answer 49 years of prayer that we could have God’s Word.“
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“My name is Maung and I am 47-years-old. I have
two sisters and seven brothers. My father led
demon worship in our village and he always
sacrificed to the spirits whenever there were
problems.

Just before Christmas 1985 an evangelist visited
our village and shared the gospel. The Holy Spirit
deeply touched me and I understood where true
peace comes from. I accepted Jesus into my life
and was baptized. I shared all this with my father
and he also surrendered to Christ. When he
stopped worshipping the demons the people
in our village were angry and forced our family
to leave.

We faced many difficulties, but we always had peace in our family, because God’s
peace is greater than our problems. I did not have a Bible when I started serving God
in 1985, but I was praying earnestly for one. In 1991 I went to India where I was able
to obtain 12 copies, but when I carried them back into Myanmar the border guards
confiscated all of them. I was very sad.

I had to borrow the only Bible at the church to prepare my sermons, but I was not
allowed to take it home because that Bible belonged to the church. Finally, after 24
years of praying for Bibles God has answered our prayers! It is an incredible miracle
and the Lord has surpassed anything we ever hoped for. Now we have thousands of
copies of our Khiamniungan Bible, and they were even given to us as free gifts from
loving brothers and sisters around the world. Thank you!

In my village there are 250 Christian families, but there was only one Bible. Now we
received 300 Bibles! May the Lord bless you more and more. Your work is great!”

The Christians highlighted in this newsletter are representative of countless
thousands of others who receive life-changing Bibles through Asia Harvest’s two
Bible projects. The China Bible Fund continues to strengthen and equip the house
church believers in China. Each full Chinese Bible is printed and delivered for just
$1.80, while the Asian Bible Fund continues to provide the Scriptures in numerous
languages of Asia for an average of $2.70 per Bible.

If you would like to help provide God’s Word to hungry believers like these, we
invite you to fill out the yellow response form in this newsletter and send it back
along with your gift. Alternatively, one-time or monthly donations to the project
can be made via our website: www.asiaharvest.org
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We currently support 1,406 Asian evangelists
among 1,056 unreached people groups.

The Asian Workers’ Fund supports indigenous church-planting
evangelists among unreached Asian tribes and ethnic groups.
These disciples have committed their whole lives to the Gos-
pel but are hindered by lack of finances. To date, the evange-
lists we help have led 360,073 people to faith in Jesus Christ.
You can help support these dedicated workers for $25 per
month each. A prayer card and occasional updates are sent to
all regular donors of this project.

The Asian Bible Fund provides the Scriptures in numerous lan-
guages in Southeast Asia, the Indian subcontinent, and any-
where in Asia that God’s people are crying out for His Word.

Each Bible costs an average of $2.70 to print and deliver. We
also print millions of Gospel booklets for evangelism through
this project.

ASIAN BIBLE FUND

Current Total: 937,917 Bibles printed in 101 languages.

We are partnering with house churches in China in a long-term
project to provide Bibles for Christians. We receive countless
requests for God’s Word from church leaders throughout the
country. These Bibles are distributed free of charge, equipping
the Body of Christ and helping add fuel to the revival in China.

Each full Chinese Bible costs just $1.80 to print and deliver.

CurCurCurCurCurrrrrrent Tent Tent Tent Tent Total: otal: otal: otal: otal: 7,434,9497,434,9497,434,9497,434,9497,434,949 Chinese Bibles distributed. Chinese Bibles distributed. Chinese Bibles distributed. Chinese Bibles distributed. Chinese Bibles distributed.CHINA BIBLE FUND

ASIAN WORKERS’ FUND

Current Total: 11,727,256 Chinese Bibles printed and distributed.
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Because of your partnership we are supporting 342 living martyrs.

A martyr has been defined as “a Christian who chooses to suffer death rather
than deny Christ or His work. One who sacrifices something very important to

further the Kingdom of God and endures great suffering for Christian witness.”

The Living Martyrs’ Fund supports church leaders and widows
in China, Vietnam and elswhere who are unable to work be-
cause of injuries or illness caused by persecution. A gift of
$35 per month you can help support one of these living mar-
tyrs. A prayer card is sent to every supporter of this project.

LIVING MARTYRS’ FUND

This project provides assistance to the victims of natural disas-
ters in Asia, by providing medicine, tents, blankets, food and
water, rebuilding homes etc. The Asian Christians we partner
with take every opportunity to share the Gospel, and multi-
tudes of people have come to know the Lord Jesus. This project
also provides physical and spiritual relief to Christian commu-
nities and families that have been affected by persecution.

Transforming lives from ashes to beauty with God’s love.

PERSECUTION & RELIEF FUND

The Bless the Children Fund introduces children to Jesus Christ
in India, China, Vietnam, Indonesia, and a host of other coun-
tries. Activities include printing and distributing children’s Gos-
pel literature, providing free surgeries for those with special
needs, and generally lifting children out of spiritual and physi-
cal poverty. The results of this project have been staggering. It
costs an average of just $10 to impact a child for Christ.

Your generous support has so far impacted
149,689 children for Jesus throughout Asia.

BLESS THE CHILDREN FUND
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Asia Harvest Addresses
www.asiaharvest.org  /  office@asiaharvest.org

NORTH AMERICA: 353 Jonestown Road #320, Winston-Salem, NC 27104, USA

AUSTRALIA: 36 Nelson Street, Stepney, South Australia 5069
Bank details: CBA 06-4410-10255537 (Asia Harvest)

NEW ZEALAND: P.O.Box 1757, Queenstown 9348
Bank details: ASB 12-3154-0092327-00 (Asia Harvest)

EUROPE: Stiftung SALZ, Moehringer Landstr. 98, 70563 Stuttgart, Germany
IBAN: DE93 6426 1853 0060 0080 08 / BIC: GENODES1PGW

MALAYSIA: Strategic Missions Program, P.O.Box 8036, Pejabat Pos Kelana
Jaya, 46780 Petaling Jaya, Selangor
Bank details: CIMB 8008242805 (Strategic Missions Program)

UNITED KINGDOM & IRELAND: AsiaLink, P.O. Box 891, Preston PR4 9AB, England
Bank details: NatWest Bank 01-07-65, Account No. 07018797


