
2017 North Coast Forest Conservation Conference:
Growing Resilience 

June 7-9, 2017 at Santa Rosa Junior College

The Sonoma County Forest Conservation Working Group (SCFCWG) and Sonoma Land Trust 
hosted a very successful Forest Conservation Conference in 2012, and we are excited to announce 
our upcoming 2017 conference, which will be held at Santa Rosa Junior College
from June 7-9, 2017.      

The theme of the 2017 conference is “Growing Resilience in our Forests and Woodlands.”   It is 
intentionally broad to incorporate education about ensuring how our forests and woodlands, and all 
of the multiple benefits that they provide, remain resilient in the face of urgent threats (e.g., climate 
change, wildfire risk, disease, pests, development, etc.). These threats require the involvement of 
diverse stakeholders to ensure solutions will create and maintain healthy, resilient forests and 
woodlands into the future. The conference will also focus on and educate participants about the 
importance of maintaining the resilience of the local forest products industry and the communities 
and people whose livelihoods depend on a thriving forest-based economy. Our geographic focus 
encompasses all of California’s North Coast forest counties.

Our goal is for the conference to serve as an inspirational community forum where forest 
landowners and managers, government agencies, scientists, tribes, professionals, non-profits, 
economists, students, educators, and community groups can share their knowledge and on-the- 
ground experiences; explore innovative and adaptive approaches to address the rapidly increasing 
environmental changes and impacts from the challenges; engage across sectors to learn from one 
another; and encourage and increase opportunities for future collaboration. We
aim to secure sufficient funding so that we may keep our registration fees low, and thereby make the 
conference widely accessible.

We intend to host up to 200 people at the conference with diverse backgrounds and perspectives. 
Conference content will include plenaries on the state of our forests and forest-based communities 
and economies; presentations on interdisciplinary topics, including community- based forest 
initiatives, emerging forest science, and the viability of forest-based economies and communities; 
field trips; and opportunities to identify new partnerships and projects.  We also



intend to have a post-conference outreach program to increase opportunities to implement
actions recommended during the conference and to continue the dialogue among the participants.

Created in 2005 by people who deeply care about our forests, the Sonoma County Forest 
Conservation Working Group is a team with forestry and conservation expertise working 
together to provide education and resources to forest landowners with the goal of protecting and
sustaining healthy forests, woodlands, and watersheds in Sonoma County; and to be a catalyst, 
source of information, and point of contact for forest landowners.  Our mission is to “protect 
forests across landscapes and through generations.” Members represent forest landowners, local
and regional land trusts, watershed councils, community forest members, educators, scientists, 
local non-governmental organizations, and state and local agencies.

The SCFCWG has been meeting monthly for the past ten years. The group’s fiscal sponsor is 
Sonoma Land Trust, a 501c3 nonprofit organization. We have a long history of collaborating to
provide educational opportunities for many different sizes and types of audiences, including 
through brown bag technical sessions, daylong forest stewardship workshops, and conferences, 
including the successful 2012 North Coast Forest Conference. Our success is attributed to the 
strengths, commitments, and professional diversity of our members.

Please visit our website at  w  w  w.sonom  a  fo  r      e  st  s      .or  g  , designed and engineered by Web and 
Interactive Media Professionals, who donated their services via the WIMPgives program. The
website is currently managed by Jill Butler, CALFIRE.

http://www.sonomaforests.org/

