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The Save Rural Angwin Quarterly Update of January 2017 reported the Napa County 
Board of Supervisors’ long-awaited decision on Angwin land use designations. While we
skipped publishing Quarterly Updates in April and July, much has transpired, especially 
since August.

New leadership came to Pacific Union College starting in January 2017.  Dr. Eric 
Anderson became interim college president and the chair of PUC’s ad hoc agriculture 
planning committee.  Then Dr. Robert Cushman was appointed the new PUC president.
All this brought new vision and direction to the College.  In mid-August, just weeks after 
assuming the presidency of the college, Dr. Cushman and the President’s Cabinet 
members invited the SRA Steering Committee members to sit down to dinner, share our
thoughts and aspirations for PUC and Angwin, and forge a new collaborative 
relationship.  Following that gathering, SRA Chairperson Mike Hackett and PUC 
President Dr. Robert Cushman met with Supervisor Diane Dillon to confirm a new 
beginning and change of course to preserve PUC’s land legacy as the college’s true 
endowment.

In a historic move, the PUC Board of Trustees voted in May 2017 to remove four 
parcels from the market and, on October 2, 2017, to withdraw from negotiations for the 
sale of more than 100 acres of agricultural land. The Board of Trustees has decided to 
pursue alternative opportunities for sustainable revenue, guided by a vision of 
stewardship for the PUC heritage lands. 

See:  www.adventistreview.org/church-news/story5547-adventist-college-rejects-multi-
million-proposal-to-sell-its-lands  

http://www.adventistreview.org/church-news/story5547-adventist-college-rejects-multi-million-proposal-to-sell-its-lands
http://www.adventistreview.org/church-news/story5547-adventist-college-rejects-multi-million-proposal-to-sell-its-lands


In March 2017, a Forest Stewardship Plan for the PUC Forest under a State program 
with Cal Fire was approved.  Additionally, PUC and the Land Trust of Napa County 
(LTNC) have worked together to propose a Land Trust Conservation Easement (CE) on
856 acres of PUC’s forestland adjacent to the college’s campus and to the Las Posadas
State Forest.  Members of the SRA Steering Committee have contributed $2,000.00 
towards accomplishing this $9 million effort, with the bulk of the easement purchase 
price being accomplished through state and federal conservation funding programs as 
well as substantive private gifts.  Your individual donations to this effort are 
encouraged.

As you all know, the night of October 8, 2017, began our horrific tragedy in Napa, 
Sonoma and surrounding counties.  Multiple wildland fires have destroyed nearly 
150,000 acres (approximately 108 square miles of burned area of Napa County) and 
caused unfathomable devastation, including loss of lives, homes and businesses.  Our 
thoughts are with all North Bay Area residents affected by the fires.  While this time 
Angwin was not directly threatened by raging fire, our power, phones and Wi-Fi were 
down for several days.  Pacific Union College opened their Fireside Room to the 
community to gather, charge phones, connect to Wi-Fi and communicate with families, 
friends and neighbors.

How can we adequately acknowledge and thank the thousands of firefighters, first 
responders, law enforcement, dispatch/communication centers, community volunteers, 
animal rescue resources, local, state and national representatives and businesses in 
Napa County?  No words can express our gratitude, and a spirit of hope, love, kindness 
and charity.  Recovery and re-building is going to be a process over the months and 
years.  The road to recovery will be long for so many; yet it can be a new beginning on 
many fronts.

Another way Save Rural Angwin supporters and interested parties can assist in 
protecting the community of Angwin on Howell Mountain is to become familiar with the 
efforts of the Angwin Fire Safe Council and to participate, at whatever level possible, in 
supporting the all-volunteer organization’s efforts to mitigate the effects of and survive a 
wild land fire on Howell Mountain.  See: www.angwinfiresafe.org  

http://www.angwinfiresafe.org/

