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What  sanctions or consequences will be considered?

Depending on the type and severity of the crime committed, 
the Jury will be given a “menu” of possible sanctions or conse-
quences.  The Jury is instructed to develop a series of recom-
mendations or a service plan that will offer services and oppor-
tunities for learning for the youth and family.  All defendants will 
serve jury duty, complete community service, and attend a 
skills or educational group.  Other services or programs that 
may be recommended include:  monetary restitution, a letter or 
apology and/or an essay.  When the Jury returns, the Judge will 
review the sentence and then ask the Foreperson to read it to 
the court.

What happens after the consequences are decided?

The youth and family will follow the recommendations made by 
the court.  The family will be given a Service Plan with clear, step
-by-step instructions, time sheets, and other forms that will help 
the family follow through on the recommendations.  The Teen 
Court staff will monitor the family’s progress and will serve as a 
point of contact for the involved parties.  Once the youth and 
family have completed the recommended service plan, a letter 
will be sent to the referring agent.  If, however, the youth and 
family do not follow through and complete the service plan, the 
case may be referred to the Tenth District Court Division for 
consideration of criminal prosecution. 

How do I volunteer my time and expertise?

If you are a student, ask your Social Studies teacher, principal, 
or guidance counselor about having a Teen Court Training at 
your school.  Attorneys in the area are needed to serve as men-
tors to the youth lawyers, help train Teen Court volunteers, and 
preside over the hearings.  If you are a parent or professional 
who would like to help our community’s youth learn more 
about the Justice System and how to combat community 
crime, you should contact the Capital Area Teen Court Program 
Manager or visit our website.  Crime is a community problem 
that can be solved with community help.   

If you want to learn more about 
Capital Area Teen Court, contact:

Capital Area Teen Court Coordinator
ReEntry Youth Development

P.O. Box 724
Raleigh, NC  27602

919-664-5569
FAX:  919.856.5673

“We are faced with a choice:  we can focus 
on pathologies and delinquencies, or we can 
rethink attitudes and myths about adoles-
cence.  We can isolate young people or we 
can engage them in activities that decrease 
their risk of victimization, give them a sense 
of stake in the community, and make our 
neighborhoods safer, better places to live.”
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What happens once the youth is referred?

The referral is sent to the Capital Area Teen Court 
Coordinator.  The Coordinator contacts the youth 
and family asking them to attend a brief intake ap-
pointment.  At that appointment, the Capital Area 
Teen Court program is explained in detail and the 
youth and family will have an opportunity to ask any 
unanswered questions.  The youth and family are 
also given an opportunity to opt out of the program 
at that time.  If they choose to remain within the 
program, a Teen Court hearing is scheduled and the 
court procedure is explained.  If they choose not to 
proceed with the diversion program, the case may 
be referred to the Tenth District Court Division.

How does Capital Area Teen Court work?

Capital Area Teen Court uses adult Judges but util-
izes trained youth who have volunteered to work 
with Capital Area Teen Court.  The Bailiffs, Clerks, 
and Lawyers in Teen Court have undergone exten-
sive training prior to volunteering.  The Jury is drawn 
from area school students.  All youth must adhere 
to strict confidentiality laws. 

On the night of the scheduled hearing, the youth, 
family, and interested parties, go to the Wake 
County Courthouse.  All those in attendance are 
asked to take an oath of confidentiality.  When a 
case is called by the Bailiff, the defendant and his/
her parent/guardian sit in the front of the court 
room.  Lawyers for the prosecution and defense 
present their cases and are given an opportunity for 
questions.  There may be a statement written by the 
victim, that will be read aloud  Once both sides rest, 
the case is given to the Jury.   The Judge instructs 
the Jury on the sanctions that may be imposed and 
the Jumight normally bring charges against a youth 
may choose instead to refer the youth to Capital 
Area Teen Courtry retires for a brief deliberation.   

What is Capital Area Teen Court?

Capital Area Teen Court is a sentencing/diversion 
option administered by ReEntry Youth Development 
for first-time, misdemeanor offenders, ages nine to 
eighteen that admit guilt for their offense and are 
currently enrolled in the Wake county school system. 
Instead of the youth being charged and appearing in 
court, he or she is “diverted” to the Capital Area Teen 
Court.  The court room is overseen by an adult Judge, 
but all of the Lawyers, Bailiffs, Jurors, and defendants 
are youth.  Capital Area Teen Court offers youth an 
opportunity for constructive sentencing by their peers.  
The jury hears evidence and arguments as presented 
by the lawyers on each side and then chooses from a 
menu of sanctions designed to teach consequences 
and responsibility that can “redirect” youth from com-
mitting another crime. 

Why should Police, Businesses, and Schools use Capi-
tal Area Teen Court instead of  traditional Juvenile 
Court?

Capital Area Teen Court offers the entire community 
the opportunity to become involved in the fair and 
reasonable sentencing of youth.  More importantly, 
Capital Area Teen Court provides all youth with the 
opportunity to develop meaningful problem solving 
skills and participation in the actual court process.   
Research indicates that youth who participate in di-
version programs like Capital Area Teen Court are less 
likely to re-offend.  Finally, referrals to Teen Court re-
lieve the courts from time and expense spent in 
prosecuting and supervising this population, allowing 
Juvenile Court to  focus on the most serious offend-
ers.  

Who is eligible for Capital Area Teen Court?

All youth between the ages of nine and seventeen 
who reside in Wake County and are currently in school 

Who can refer youth to Capital Area Teen Court?

Agencies that might normally bring charges against a 
youth may choose instead to refer the youth to Capital 
Area Teen Court for disposition such as:  school re-
source officers, police, other law enforcement agen-
cies, Juvenile Services, the District Attorney’s Office, or 
Loss Prevention Agents of retail businesses.

What kinds of offenses may be referred?

What if the youth has offended before or is on proba-
tion?

While the program is primarily designed to work with 
first offenders, youth with prior offenses or those on 
probation will be considered by the Capital Area Teen 
Court Coordinator on a special case by case basis.

How do I refer a youth?

Youth may be referred by handing the family a Capital 
Area Teen Court brochure, briefly explaining the pro-
gram, and helping the family fill out a simple referral 
form.  

“ R E D I R E C T I N G  Y O U T H  T O W A R D  A  C R I M E - F R E E  F U T U R E ”


