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From the President 
	  
Dear Friends,  

An old saying among those in the planning 
profession is if you fail to plan, what you are 
essentially doing is planning to fail.  Comprehensive 
planning is an attempt to establish guidelines for the 
future growth of a community.  Most importantly, a 
comprehensive plan can be used to address the 
constant change and evolution of a community.  The 
key principle in the concept of the comprehensive 
plan is that it is an instrument to be used by 
community leaders who establish the policies and 
make the decisions regarding physical development. 

On June 15, 2016, the town of Cumberland 
adopted the Comprehensive Plan for the years 2016-
2036 (198 page document).  The original 
Comprehensive Plan dates back to 1991 and was 
last updated in 2003. This Plan replaces the 2003 
Plan.  Development of this Plan included data 
collection that was analyzed for trends and issues 
that led to goals and objectives.  This process 
included the direct involvement of Town 
departments, boards and commissions, and the 
larger resident community including Cumberland 
Land Trust board members, through a series of 
public workshops dedicated solely to updating the 
Plan.  As stated in the Plan: 

 
“In the last decade, Cumberland has 

made remarkable progress in preserving open 
space. Partnering with the Cumberland Land 
Trust, the Town should continue to acquire 
development rights or other tools effective in 
precluding development, and build a contiguous 
trail network in the process”. 

 
An overview of the Executive Summary: “There 

are nine plan elements, which are topical chapters 
such as housing, land use, and public facilities and 
services. Each element includes: an inventory of 
existing conditions and resources, furnishing the 
starting point for evaluating Cumberland's options for 
the future; a statement describing how Cumberland 
has changed since 2003; findings presenting a 
summary of the research, data collection and analysis; 
goals; and action items to achieve the stated goals.  
The final section specifies what actions the Town will 
take to attain its goals.  The comprehensive plan is 
the foundation of the zoning code and development 
regulations. Once this Plan is adopted, the Town will 
need to revise its Zoning Ordinance and Development 
Regulations accordingly, to ensure consistency with 
the goals and actions of the Plan.” 

A major conclusion of this plan was that land is 
a basic resource on which human activity ultimately 
depends. Comprehensive planning is a tool for 
determining how to use this resource. 

 
Please take the opportunity to review this 

important document which can be found at: 
http://www.cumberlandri.org/office-planning-and-
community-development 

 
Without your support through membership, fund 

raising events and stewardship, Cumberland Land 
Trust would not be able to make our community one 
that everyone can enjoy!  

Have a great summer and we hope to see you on 
our trails. 

Randy Tuomisto, President 
 
 

UPCOMING EVENTS 
• Land Trust Days – Monday, September 5th – Page 2 

• Annual Meeting, Saturday, October 22nd 
• 10th Annual Wine Tasting, Friday, November 18th 
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4th	  Annual	  Land	  Trust	  Days	  	  
 

Rhode Island Land Trust Council is 
coordinating Land Trust Days August 8 through 
October 4. Land trusts around the state are hosting 
activities to: 

• Celebrate the wonderful open space lands that 
they are protecting, and 

• Help Rhode Islanders to discover the special 
places in our communities where you can spend 
time outdoors enjoying our natural world. 

Land Trust Days are chock full of activities for 
everyone, at every age, to enjoy. Check out the 
guided hikes, hot dog roasts, community festivals, 
full moon walks, farm tours and a whole lot more at 
the calendar of events or roster at our website: 
LandTrustDays.org.  Rupert Friday, Director 
 
Land Trust Days for Cumberland will be held 
on Monday, September 5, 2016.   
 

Come enjoy a leisurely-guided walk in the 
woods and learn about our local flora and the 
interesting history surrounding the Monastery 
property in Cumberland.   We’ll make stops along 
the way to identify wildflowers and other plants as 
well as the historical features of the property 
including the Nine Men’s Misery site.   

The full walk will take about 1½ hours, 
however participants will also have the option of 
ending after 45 minutes.  The walk will also 
highlight work being pursued to improve and 
connect hiking trails throughout Cumberland.  

 Open to all ages; most appropriate for ages 6 
and up.   Wear comfortable walking or hiking shoes 
for travel on established trails. Use bug repellant, 
bring a water bottle and binoculars if you like. 
Bathroom facilities are available. Light refreshments 
provided. Please note the trail is not categorized as 
handicapped accessible. 

 
 
 

Stewardship Grants - $5,000. 
 

Legislative Grants from Ackerman and Pearson 
For the fifth year we have received state grants 

from Senator Ryan Pearson and Representative Mia 
Ackerman, $1,000 each for trails management and 
improvements.  

  
Trails Grant 

A special trails grant of $3,000 has also been 
awarded for the construction of an alternate trail 
wetlands bog bridging system at our Atlantic White 
Cedar Swamp on Nate Whipple Highway that has 
been flooded by beaver damming.  We have applied 
to the Rhode Island Department of Environmental 
Management for a wetlands permit.   

 
Sample of a bog bridge, this one under 

construction in North Kingstown’s new King 
Preserve under the ownership and management by the 
Nature Conservancy.   

	  

	  
	  

LAND ACQUISITIONS 
 
     New properties are soon to be added to our 

inventory.  Currently we have six pending in various 
stages of completion.  Five of them are connected to 
existing conservation properties.  Four of the 
properties are in the Long Brook-Diamond Hill 
Reservoir watershed and some have added trails.  
Currently we have 26 properties.   

     All our acquisitions are confidential until the 
property is deeded, otherwise we could fill the entire 
newsletter with information, pictures and maps.  We 
appreciate your patience waiting to hear from us.  

	  

10th Annual Wine Tasting Fundraiser 
Friday, November 18, 2015 
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Hikers – trail monitors 
 
     Many of our board members monitor our trails for 
needed stewardship to ensure the trails remain safe 
and enjoyable for all hikers.   
     Hikers, if you see something that needs our 
awareness or immediate attention, we would 
appriciate your calling one of our board members. 
     We would like some of our hikers to become 
“volunteer monitors” without any extra effort on your 
part.   Most items that need our attention are wind and 
rain damage, usually fallen trees.  We have also 
encountered vandalism, party and fire pits, excessive 
ATV use that damages the trails to name a few.    
      As a hiker you may also have some ideas or 
questions on how we can make improvements.   
     If you would like to register as a “monitor” we 
would provide you with the key names and telephone 
numbers of our stewardship team.   

Joe Pailthorpe, 374-7857 
 

Trailhead volunteer needed 
 
The Land Trust takes a high degree of pride in 

our appearance, especially our trailheads.  We usually 
plant grass, flowers and sometimes trees at these sites.  
Board members do most of the work that increases as 
we grow as we did in 2015 adding two new trailheads 
with off road parking.   If any member would like to 
help with the rotation we could use your help on 
Pound Road and Scott Road.   

Grass cutting is what we currently need.  The 
volunteer needs to have the capability to bring the 
lawn mower to the trailhead.  

The maintenance schedules are always flexible 
and not high frequency.  If interested please give me a 
call. 

Joe Pailthorpe, 374-7857 
New trailhead, 60 Pound Road 

 
 

OTIS SMITH FARM AND  
ROWBOTTOM PRESERVE 

   Relocated trailhead at 267 Scott Road, July 29, 
2015. Work Crew Left to Right: John Faile, Mike 
Boday, Mike Plasse, Randy Tuomisto and Joe 
Pailthorpe not in picture.              Materials funded 
by Legislative Grant from Mia Ackerman.   This 
site of 53 acres has three scenic trails totaling 1.7 
miles.  This new trailhead that is more visible and 
has safer parking is attracting many more hikers.   

 

 
 

TOWNWIDE OPEN SPACE MAP 
 
     A map of all open space in Cumberland by 
ownership in nearing completion by our board 
member Sue Bundy.  The four key ownerships 
of open space are:  1) Town of Cumberland, 
2) Pawtucket Water Supply Board, 3) Rhode 
Island Department of Environmental 
Management, 4) The Cumberland Land Trust.   
     When completed it will be posted on our 
Scott Road Bulletin board and our website.   
 
 
 

 

TRAIL MAPS 
 

Last year we upgraded the 
maps that are posted on 
our website.  We have also 
added trailhead map boxes 
at three sites.   In 2016 we 
are planning to add map 
boxes at Scott Brook on 
Scott Road and the Gold 
Star Preserve at 60 Pound 
Road.    
  

Visual map & box below 
 

 



 

Board Members 
(Pictures posted on Website) 

 
Randy Tuomisto, President 
Mike Boday, Vice President 

Sue Bundy, Secretary 
Joe Pailthorpe, Treasurer 

            Alice Clemente, Debbie Mitchell 
      John Faile,  Kevin Grady 
     Mike Plasse,  Frank Matta 

 

 
 

Welcome New Members 
Timothy and Kate Caggiano 

Brian and Lauren Cayer 
George and Heather Lee 

Tom and Maureen Letourneau 
Chip and Pamela Thurlow 
Robert and Carol Regno 

Robert and Pamela Shalvoy 
Jeremiah and Sandra Ryan 

	  
	   	  

One of Cumberland’s great treasures is the Diamond Hill Reservoir surrounded by hundreds of acres of open 
space.   The Comprehensive Plan highlights that Cumberland has 4,732 acres (7.4 Square miles) of Open Space. 
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