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Working today for you…… 
 

     …..to protect your spaces, 

     ….. to conserve your natural resources, 

     ….. to improve your quality of life,  

     ….. to shape the growth of development, and 

      …..to reconnect people with the land. 
 

The Land Trust is a private non-profit 501 (c) 3 

and run by an all volunteer board. 

 

Vision:  The Cumberland Greenway vision for the future of Cumberland is to create one contiguous area 

of open space from the Monastery to Diamond Hill Park. 
 

 

Mission Statement 
 

Its purpose is to preserve some of the natural resources of Cumberland for you and future generations 

including streams, ponds, wetlands, open space, working farms, scenic and natural sites, and historically 

significant properties, as well as indigenous plant and animal life. 
 

~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 

Benefits provided by your Land Trust 
 

1. Protecting your Environment – Preserving natural habitats for plant and animal life many of which are 

on the brink of extinction is more important than ever.  Your children and their children deserve to know 

what a Lady Slipper looks like or see how a tadpole turns into a frog.  Sadly, these wonders of nature may 

disappear in their lifetime.  The Land Trust protects rare habitats here in several areas of Cumberland.  
 

2. Your Quality of Life – People like to live in attractive places.  Being able to access open land for 

you’re walking, enjoying nature, or even driving by a scenic view can raise your spirits.  The quality of 

your physical environment can make you a happier person, give you a sense of well being, and just make 

you feel better.  Four Trust Preserves have walking trails for your public access. 
 

3. Protecting Your Investment – Real Estate experts agree that conservation land can protect your 

property values.  A home abutting conservation land actually raises the value of your property; such a 

location tends to ‘tip’ the scale in your favor when you try to sell.  The Land Trust protected lands act as a 

buffer framing neighborhoods and focusing development into planned growth areas creating fewer 

sprawls and a more attractive living environment.  
 

4. Less Development = Less Demand – Residential Development costs more in services than it generates 

in taxes!   A New England study, including three R I communities, done in 1996 found that for every 

$1.00 of residential tax revenue, towns in Rhode Island spent an average of $1.14 in services (fire, police, 

schools, etc.).  Land acquired as open space demands considerably less services and actually pays for 

itself in the long run.  The Land Trust holds title to 19 properties protecting 348 acres that help hold your 

property taxes down.   
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5. Protecting Your Drinking Water – As land becomes more developed, water quality declines.  A 2003 

University of Rhode Island study documents this with factual statistics on specific drinking water bodies.  

The protection of upland recharge areas and wetlands called watershed lands is critical to protecting your 

drinking water.  With the earth’s supply of fresh water at less than 1%, do you doubt that drinking water 

will become more precious than gold in the future?  As a child did you ever think you would be paying up 

to $2.00 for a bottle of drinking water?  Many of our properties protect brooks, streams, and wetlands that 

flow directly into the reservoir systems.  Our watershed protection efforts help both the Pawtucket Water 

Supply as well as the Cumberland Water Supply; this impacts you and over 100,000 citizens.  
 

6. Flood Control – Undeveloped open space helps control flooding during heavy rains and snowmelt.  

Developed land, including structures, driveways, parking lots, and paved roads, creates impervious 

surfaces causing contaminated water runoff and erosion of soils.  Wetlands and forested uplands prevent 

flooded basements, parking lots and roads.  Open space including wetlands provides for the natural 

absorption of water runoff into the land instead of adding to contamination of your ponds, rivers and 

reservoirs.  The Land Trust properties are located throughout Cumberland helping to protect from 

flooding and erosion.  Find the one nearest you.  
 

7. Education of the natural environment– Education is carried out in many ways, both formal and 

informal.   Some the methods of education are:  direct materials, newspapers, educational workshops, 

field trips both published and private group tours.  Considerable education is performed just sharing 

information informally over a cup a coffee or a walk in the woods.   Capturing the moments with pictures 

has been a new priority in the last few years.  Other means are trail maps with historical notes, aerial 

maps, and a formal properties brochure.  Individuals can also review the 24 page Town of Cumberland 

Comprehensive Plan, Section VIII by accessing the town website on line. 
 

8. Passive Recreation –Four Land Trust properties have walking trails for public access.  You can walk 

our natural trails with a sense of relaxation and enjoyment of diverse surroundings.  Simply stated, you 

walk and absorb the sense of place and leave with a sense of fulfillment that money can’t buy.  This ties 

nicely with the historical detail evidenced in all the surroundings. 
 

9. Historical – Most of our larger properties of several acres or more have an abundance of stone walls 

that served our ancestors in many practical ways.  These walls, hundreds of years old, were used as:  

property boundaries, livestock containment, farms and gardens.   Stone cellars, which are protected sites, 

give evidence of where modest homes once stood.  Wagon and passage trails are also abundant on some 

properties.  Many wooded farms were open fields back a few hundred years.   
 

10. Community conservation collaboration – Collaborative working relationships are the norm with the 

Trust working with other groups such as: the town Planning Department, town Open Space Committee, 

Cumberland Conservation Commission, the Rhode Island Department of Environmental Management, 

The Nature Conservancy, the Pawtucket Water Supply Board, the Blackstone River Watershed 

Council/Friends of the Blackstone, New Dawn Earth Center, and John H Chafee Blackstone River 

National Heritage Corridor. 
~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

Together we make a difference! 
      We don’t just acquire land with your help, we constantly monitor, keep it clean and safe for everyone 

to enjoy. Our volunteers are exceptional stewards of the land. 
 

Please visit our web-site:  www.cumberlandlandtrust.org 

http://www.cumberlandlandtrust.org/

