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The Opportunity of a Lifetime 
Can Start Here
Building Great Futures, a $7 million campaign, will enhance 
the Erickson Boys and Girls Club facility’s appeal and pro-
gramming opportunities for all members while seeking to en-
roll more teens during a critical formational time in their lives. 
The proposed expansion is scheduled to begin spring 2016.

Highlights of the campaign include:

1.  New 7,500 square-foot teen addition—“The Club”
	 •	 	Learning/career	center	for	mentoring,	tutoring,	and	

programming
	 •	 	Multipurpose	studio	to	implement	new	fine	arts	

 programs including dance,  theatre, instrumental and 
vocal music

	 •	 	Lounge/game	area,	a	safe	place	for	after	school	and	
daytime activity

2.  New teen gymnasium to reach out to this most critical 
and vulnerable age group

3.	 	Remodeling/repurposing	existing	Erickson	Club	space
	 •	 Replace	roof	and	dated	HVAC	system
	 •	 Modernize	current	program	areas
	 •	 Improve	entrance/welcome	area	and	parking

4.  Maintenance endowment and restricted programming 
fund assuring the future sustainability of the Club.

5.	 	Partnering	with	the	School	District	of	La	Crosse	and	
 promoting a strong north side community

	 •	 	An	invitation	for	Logan	to	access	Erickson	Club	space	for	
school day alternative education programs.

	 •	 	A	reciprocal	invitation	from	Logan	to	access		adjacent	
Swanson Field which the district plans to renovate for 
multipurpose outdoor use.

	 •	 	The	promise	of	a	future	of	opportunities	built	upon	
collaborations supporting a stronger north side.

Why Now? A Case for Support
Our youth represent our greatest investment. The Boys & Girls 
Clubs	of	Greater	La	Crosse	has	a	proven	record	of	providing	
meaningful and life impacting programs in a safe environment 
for the youth our community, including many at-risk youth.

Today,	over	25%	of	La	Crosse	residents	live	in	poverty	which	
is an 8% increase from the year 2000. When focusing on only 
the	north	side	of	La	Crosse,	which	is	where	the	Erickson	Club	
is	located,	43%	of	Logan	High	School	students,	60%	of	Logan	
Middle School students, and 76% of Northside Elementary 
School students qualify for free and reduced lunch. With this 
increasing number of families living in poverty and the increas-
ing number of youth with emotional needs, it is critical, as a 
community, for us to offer more positive alternative activities 
for youth, particularly teens who, at this age, are most vulnera-
ble and harder to reach.

•	 	There	is	a	growing	need	in	our	community	to	offer	youth	
a support system to increase the necessary guidance to 
make healthy life decisions especially during critical after 
school hours.

•	 	The	expansion	project	will	benefit	the	community	by	add-
ing a space that meets the needs of the teen population. 
This	space	will	attract	youth	who	can	benefit	from	Boys	&	
Girls Club programming such as our expanding mentoring 
program,	fine	arts,	and	educational	activities.

•	 	The	Erickson	Boys	&	Girls	Club,	built	in	1985,	is	now	almost	
30	years	old	and	in	need	of	repair.	Its	original	concept	was	
not	designed	to	fit	the	needs	of	our	growing	attendance	
numbers and age range of youth that we currently serve.
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Collaborating with the Community

“

”

La Crosse County views its partnership 
with the Boys and Girls Club as vital 
in getting upstream on juvenile 
justice issues. Too many youth in 
our community face barriers to their 
future success due to an arrest record 
and involvement in the juvenile 
justice system. Through our strong 
collaboration, we are better ensuring 
that at-risk and system-involved youth 
stay crime-free and achieve their full 
potential.

— Jason Witt, Director, 
La Crosse County Human Services

Through collaboration with La Crosse Social Services, we address the  
growing needs of our youth who require additional support and guidance.

“
”

When the school bell rings at the end of the day, I am comforted by the fact that several 
community organizations, including the Boys and Girls Club, step up to provide much-
needed services and supports to our community’s families. They make a difference in the 
success of our students. The School District of La Crosse is a proud partner with the Boys 
and Girls Club. Through their unique programming, the BGC provides a safe and nurturing 
environment to support our community’s students. Simply put—they make a difference.

—Randy Nelson, Superintendent, School District of La Crosse

“
”

Working with the Boys and Girls Club has been a strategic part of our community policing 
plan in the La Crosse Police Department. Through collaborative efforts with the BGC 
P.L.A.Y. program and GREAT summer programming it allows our officers to have positive 
interactions with area youth and develop bonds that can last a lifetime. The collaborative 
efforts between the Neighborhood Response Officers and the Boys and Girls Clubs has 
been an overwhelmingly successful endeavor. It allows the officers to foster relationships 
and act as positive role models.

—Ron Tischer, Chief, La Crosse Police Department

We have developed a strong relationship with the La Crosse Police Department’s Community Policing 
Program to help youth who live in the neighborhoods of most need.

Making a Difference
The Club changed my life…

“I became a 
member of 
the Boys and 
Girls Club 
and was 
given the 
opportunity 
to gain the 
confidence 
I needed to 
rebuild my 
future. The 
Boys and 
Girls Club 
was and still 
is my safe 
place. It was 

within these walls that I realized there were 
people who could help me.”

—Symone Board, Youth of the Year, 2014

The expansion project will strengthen our already strong relationship with the School District of 
La Crosse. The Erickson Club, which is located adjacent to Logan High School, will serve as an additional 
resource for the school district by offering additional space for them to expand educational opportunities 
and specialized programs during school hours. Through this collaboration, the Club will have additional 
access to Logan High School’s green space for recreational and athletic programs.
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