
Distributing Bibles: 
something everyone can  

 do to spread the gospel
Like Moses at the burning bush, God personally calls us to 

radiate his love to spiritual captives. In response, many of us 
identify with Moses’ reactions: “Who am I” (Exodus 3:11), “… 

they will not believe me, nor hearken to my voice:” (Exodus 4:1), 
and “… I am not eloquent, … but I am 

slow of speech …” (Exodus 4:10). Our 
Creator offers to strengthen our weakness 

with his timeless promise, “… Certainly I 

CVE | Summer is a busy time for CVE children 
and families. Two of the largest events are  

Joy Camp and EXPO Esperanza.
Joy Camp is an intensive 3-week day 

camp held on CVE campus for 
CVE children and children 

of CVE employees and Magdalena missionaries. Activities center on building 
skills such as self-regulation, navigating emotions and addressing sensory 
needs. These skills help the children learn appropriate ways to fulfill their 

needs and relate to others in healthy and joyful ways.

This year, one of the themes at Joy Camp was “random acts of 
kindness.” Children and adults alike were encouraged to serve 

others, bringing joy to those around them and in turn raising 
their own joy levels. As a result of this challenge, kindness 
bloomed on campus: a teenager bought a staff member 

a favorite coffee drink, children washed dishes when it 
was not expected of them, and staff members helped 

air up a low tire.
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   Joy Camp is 
a highlight for 
children at CVE   

F or most of us,   
 along with changing 

temperatures, fall ushers 
in a welcome return to 
routine after vacations, 
camps and the special events 
of summer. It’s no different 
in Mexico, where our churches 
and missions had a busy summer 
working on building projects, 
hosting VBS, and participating 
in their own special events. 
Let’s take a look at these 
summer highlights, knowing that 
all high points are surrounded by 
mundane daily obligations. Persevering 
through these spiritual landscapes 
is important for spiritual growth, for 
God’s hand is at work in them all.

Looking Back at an Active 
Summer in Mexico

god works in the highlights,  
and the mundane
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Distributing Bibles lets 
the Lord speak to the 
recipient repeatedly



Bible Distribution
continued from front

will be with thee;” (Exodus 3:12). Certainly, 
whenever the Spirit inspires us to speak for 
God’s kingdom, we should raise our voice for 
him during each limited encounter. Yet, the 
Bible is God’s voice. Distributing Bibles lets 
the Lord speak to the recipient repeatedly … 
through his Word’s quick, powerful sharpness 
to discern each heart’s thoughts and intents 
(Hebrews 4:12). It’s the gift that can extend 
the conversation eternally.

What does the Bible itself  
say about Bible distribution? 
Matthew 28:19-20 
instructs us to teach 
all nations to observe 
all of Christ’s 
commandments. 
What does 
he expect 

us to teach, 
and what 
commandments 
should we 
observe? In its 
purest, most 
accurate and effective form, his commission 
points to the Bible and its distribution. We have 
reason to go and share it with everyone!

Jesus also 
commanded Peter 
(and us) to feed 

people, his lambs 
and sheep (John 

21:15-17). What better 
nutrition can we feed 

them than the Word of God 
(1 Peter 2:2 and Matthew 

4:4)? Bible distribution is 

a beautiful and vitally 
appropriate way to obey his 
commandment to feed others.

What results from Bible distribution? 
The power that comes from God’s Word 
changes lives (Romans 1:16-17). This 
revitalization seldom happens without the 
Bible. Distributing Bibles connects this 
available power to sin-deadened  
pre-believers.  

Jesus exemplified the first Bible 
distribution on the Emmaus road (Luke 
24:27, 32). He shared the Scriptures, and 
their hearts burned. This same power is 
available today by sharing the Word.

Although we often engage others directly 
when distributing Bibles, distribution 
may not always be face-to-face. We may 
put Bibles in disaster kits, deliver 

them in bulk (nursing 
homes, prisons, 

jails), lay them 
out at places of 

business, etc. 
Whether 

we’ve 
met our 

was primarily administrative in nature; developing, 
initiating, and managing HarvestCall’s missionary 
care efforts. His passion, extensive research, and 
leadership transformed how we think about missionary 
care as an organization. We are grateful for how the Lord 
utilized his gifts and experiences in the development of our 
missionary care standards and protocols. 

As Missionary Care Coordinator, Amber will continue in the 
initiation and development of systems, but with a focus on 
providing direct care to our missionaries. Her role will also serve to 
support the sending of brethren to stateside roles as well. It is our 
belief that having a single point of contact both for support of current 
missionaries and those who are considering missionary service, will 
increase overall effectiveness of HarvestCall’s missionary care program.

We are excited to begin this new endeavor and we implore you to pray 
with us as this role develops and for Amber as she leads this charge. May 
the Lord grant us grace as we serve our brothers and sisters by supporting and 
encouraging them and their work in the gospel.

If you are interested in service at a HarvestCall mission or a church plant/bolster, 
please contact Sis. Amber at amiller@harvestcall.org.

Moving Direct Missionary Care In-house

W e are committed to the ongoing care of those who  
serve as missionaries, and who are sent stateside.  

It is a conviction born out of our love for our brothers and 
sisters and affirmed in HarvestCall’s guiding principles. 

I am hopeful that this is more commonly understood today  
than it was five years ago. We have made concerted efforts  
to communicate about this in writing, presentations, videos, 
and on our website.

Providing effective missionary care has come with a steep 
learning curve. There have been times when the support 
has been insufficient. As we learned, it became increasingly 
evident that we needed to provide more comprehensive care 
for the missionaries directly, while continuously improving the 
supporting systems surrounding them. As a result, HarvestCall 
is making a fundamental change to missionary care by 
providing direct (rather than outsourced) care through a new 
missionary care role. Sis. Amber Miller, a licensed clinical social 
worker, has been hired as our Missionary Care Coordinator. 
Amber previously worked as a counselor at ACCFS.

As HarvestCall’s Outreach Manager, Bro. Kirk Plattner’s role 

By 
John 
Huber
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Active Summer in Mexico
continued from front
EXPO Esperanza is an event similar to a 4-H fair. (The 
Fatted Calf, a non-profit organization in Magdalena led by 
Apostolic Christians, sponsors and coordinates the EXPO.) 
Children from CVE spend their entire summer preparing their 
livestock and other projects to show at the fair. Through 
training and showing an animal, the children gain courage 
and reap the emotional benefits of taking responsibility 
for that animal. In addition to animal husbandry, projects 

like cooking, 
technology and visual arts are 
also showcased at EXPO.

Not only do the children learn 
valuable leadership skills, 
but missionaries are able to 
build relationships within the 
community. As one staff  
member stated:

“Members of the Magdalena 
community are invited 
to volunteer their 
time and talents 

to conduct project interviews with the participants during 
EXPO. Many valuable relationships 
have been formed with these  
local adults.”

 

god works in the highlights, and the mundane

  Caring for animals 
teaches responsibility  

was primarily administrative in nature; developing, 
initiating, and managing HarvestCall’s missionary 
care efforts. His passion, extensive research, and 
leadership transformed how we think about missionary 
care as an organization. We are grateful for how the Lord 
utilized his gifts and experiences in the development of our 
missionary care standards and protocols. 

As Missionary Care Coordinator, Amber will continue in the 
initiation and development of systems, but with a focus on 
providing direct care to our missionaries. Her role will also serve to 
support the sending of brethren to stateside roles as well. It is our 
belief that having a single point of contact both for support of current 
missionaries and those who are considering missionary service, will 
increase overall effectiveness of HarvestCall’s missionary care program.

We are excited to begin this new endeavor and we implore you to pray 
with us as this role develops and for Amber as she leads this charge. May 
the Lord grant us grace as we serve our brothers and sisters by supporting and 
encouraging them and their work in the gospel.

If you are interested in service at a HarvestCall mission or a church plant/bolster, 
please contact Sis. Amber at amiller@harvestcall.org.

recipients or not, do we have faith that God will 
move them to read his Word and then touch  
their hearts with what they read? This is a 
leap of faith! The promise in Isaiah 55:10-11 
addresses this topic. God’s word “… shall 
prosper in the thing whereto I sent it.” Let’s 
believe that God will use our Bible distribution 
work for his glory and purpose.

HarvestCall’s Bible Distribution exists to equip, 
empower, and assist our local Apostolic Christian 
churches and individuals to spread the gospel 
of Christ through the distribution of Bibles and 
related resources. All funding comes through 
donations by congregations, organizations, and 
individuals. (Those distributing Bibles can donate 
to cover costs, but it is not required.)

For more information: 
HarvestCall Bible 
Distribution

651 East Peoria Street 

Goodfield, IL 61742

(309) 965-2141 

bibledistribution@
acpublications.org

As we develop, 
encourage, and 
communicate 
opportunities 
for Bible 
distribution, 
we invite all 
to come, taste, 

see … and share, so God’s glory can 
resonate in each of us! How will God’s 
Word reach your world? May he use 
your hands and feet to send his “Text-
Message” to souls near you? Your bush 
is burning. Join in front line service. 
Distribute Bibles! By Sam Manz
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  EXPO helps children develop skills and gain courage

Secondary  
 school  

 dedication 
    

  Leading 
students in 

prayer

Ixtlán | Ixtlán’s annual VBS was once 
again a success with over 300 children from 
the surrounding towns and countryside attending. 
Brothers and sisters 
helped by providing 
transportation, 
teaching, leading songs, 
and planning crafts. 
Some of the earliest 
members of the Ixtlán 
church were first drawn 

to salvation through VBS, and our prayer is 
that it could continue to be fruitful.
On August 20th, the newly constructed 
secondary school in Ixtlán was dedicated 

to the Lord’s service. Colegio de 
las Américas Primary School has been providing Christ-

centered education since 2009. Now children from Ixtlán 
will be able to continue that education through secondary 

school (junior high). Many thanks to all who planned and 
participated in the God-honoring dedication ceremony.

Barra Vieja | About 400 miles to the 
south, brothers and sisters from Barra Vieja 
also conducted VBS in Barra Vieja itself and in a 

neighboring town called Lomas, home to several of 
the church attendees. Approximately 80-90 children 

attended for at least some portion of 
the week. Having no church 

building, they made do 
teaching in yards and 

homes. Much effort 
was put into the VBS 
by the locals and a 
few volunteers from 
the U.S., and we  

pray that the seed 
that was planted  
in young hearts  
would someday  
begin to grow.

All of these activities 
comprise a fruitful 
summer in our 
Mexico churches. 
However, for 

Christians 
around the globe, 
not every day 
is a mountaintop 
experience. Our 
Mexican churches need 
your prayers. Some days 
we clearly see God’s hand 
working in our lives and in the 
lives of those around us. Other 
days it is less obvious. 

Jesus said in John 5:17 that the 
Father has been working in the past 
and is continuing to work through him. Not every day are 
we blessed by random acts of kindness. Not every day is 
the church bursting at the seams with children learning 
about the Bible. But every day, God’s hand is at work in 
the highs, the lows, and everywhere in between. 

 

god works in the highlights, and the mundane

  VBS helps teach foundational 
Bible stories and concepts

By: sarah fehr

Over 300 children  
attend VBS in Ixtlan



Update

Haitians Working  
to Develop Their  
Own Country 

In early 2019, social 
and political unrest 
caused HarvestCall to 
temporarily cancel 
teams to Haiti. 
Fortunately, most 
of southern Haiti was 
calm enough to travel and work in. In past years, this cancellation 
may have prevented the progress of the construction projects. But 
this year, the bosses took over, performed the work of the visiting 
teams, and with some guidance from the HarvestCall missionaries, 
completed the construction season with minimal disruption to 
the original schedule. And it should be noted, these men started 
and finished each project with a song and a prayer! While the 
missionaries and bosses were disappointed that they could not 
enjoy the Christian fellowship of the visiting teams, the work 
continued and buildings were completed and God was glorified.

The function of HarvestCall teams has evolved in recent years from 
primarily focusing on the construction work with minimal local 
Haitian involvement to now a genuine cooperative effort with a 
focus on relationships, as Haitians and Americans labor and learn 
together in a cross-cultural partnership. Both cultures benefit by 
working together and spending time in fellowship. The relationships 
formed by the visiting teams are life-changing.

The bosses involvement with the HarvestCall ministry and 
missionaries doesn’t stop at quitting time or the end of a project. 
These men and their families fellowship with the missionary 
families and gather for meals and family time together on a regular 
basis. They are role models for their families, for their neighbors, 
and respected members of their communities. In a time when 

there is so much evil in the 
world, the godly example of 
Christian men at work and 
at leisure is so important 
for God’s Name to be 
glorified. May he continue 
to bless the Haitian bosses 
and the HarvestCall Haiti 
Construction Program.

By Rod Wieland

As the day dawns, eight men arrive to work 
at the Construction Depot in Cite Lumiere, 
home of the HarvestCall Haiti Construction 
ministry. They will labor in a variety of tasks, 
such as unloading supplies shipped from 
the US, loading trucks and trailers for the next job, cutting and 
assembling pews for Haitian congregations. However, before they 
begin the day, they assemble with the HarvestCall missionaries 
(Bro. Ed Sanders and Bro. Isaac Steiner) and take the time to read 
from the Bible and meditate on the instructions that it has for 
their lives. They close with a hymn and prayer. These men have 
developed into an integral part of the Construction Program, and 
their participation is a vital component of this ministry.

HarvestCall teams 
have participated in the 
Construction Program 
for over thirty years, 
installing roofs on 
schools and churches 
throughout southern 
Haiti. The local Haitian 

congregation assembles 
the walls, and the visiting 
team then puts the roof on the structure. For many years, Haitian 
workers were hired as needed to complement the visiting team’s 
abilities. However, in recent years, a dedicated crew of Haitians 
has been given increasing responsibilities. They are referred to as 
“bosses” (similar to “foreman” in English) and have thrived  
in their roles. They are 
now adept in planning 
the jobs, measuring up 
new projects, operating 
the equipment, and 
taking an active role in 
directing and performing 
the construction. In 
addition, some of the 
crew share God’s  
Word with residents in 
those villages where 
work is performed.

Year End 2019

  Construction 
program bosses 

with Ed and Isaac

  Off to another job

   Bosses gathering for 
morning devotion before a 
hard day of work on a roof    

Benches for a congregation   



   Stay ConneCted
Prayer support is needed in every part  

of HarvestCall work. Here are two ways  
to learn about projects, how to be involved  

and how to pray specifically.

E updates | Get occasional emails with news and info 
by going to the HarvestCall website (www.harvestcall.

org) and selecting “Join our email list” on the home page.  

Social Media | Engage with us on Facebook  
or Instagram for the most current information. 

 Facebook.com/harvestcall                     
 Instagram at acharvestcall

Help FinanCially
Choosing “Where Needed Most” allows us flexibility to direct resources 

to ministries most in want. However, if you feel moved to support a 
specific project, just indicate that on the remittance envelope. If specified 

donations are greater than the need for any designated project, they will be 
rolled over to the General Fund.

An envelope is provided with appropriate boxes to check. Checks can either be  
given to your local HarvestCall Representative or mailed to: 

 Apostolic Christian HarvestCall 
 PO Box 3797, West Lafayette, IN 47996 

Or if you wish to donate online, visit the HarvestCall website at:  
 www.harvestcall.org/donate

M198-DG-1119-LPC-7.825M
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Making Jesus Real  
to a Muslim Friend
 Kairos is an Apostolic Christian ministry that 
seeks to glorify God by humbly sharing his love 
with Muslim people. It is a ministry of prayer and 
education that seeks to equip Christians to reach 
out to Muslims in their local community. Kairos 
aims to help Apostolic Christians live out the call 
to be witnesses of Christ to Muslims. We do this 
through genuine love, hope, the truth of the gospel, 
mourning with those who mourn and rejoicing with 
those who rejoice! (Romans 12:9-17) We desire 
not only to inform our brothers and sister about 
what Muslims believe, but support them in seeing 
Muslims through the eyes of God; so that the love 
and power of Jesus will be freely shared.

A recent testimony of this love and power came 
from a Muslim friend of one of the Kairos team 
members. Fatima* had spent many years trying to get 
pregnant. Her mother-in-law, who lives with Fatima and 
her husband, repeatedly tried to convince her husband to 
divorce her and look for another wife, someone who might 
be able to give him a son. Fatima fasted and prayed. She 
asked her other Muslim friends to come to her house and 
cast out any evil Jinns (spirits) that might be there. After 
three miscarriages, two rounds of IVF, another miscarriage 
and many disappointments, she had nearly given up hope. 
She had nightmares about her miscarried babies being 
born with half a face. Her Muslim friends told her this was 
a sign from Allah, showing her what would have happened 
if a child was born. She was heartbroken and fearful. 
Instead of sitting in silence and mourning with her, the 
people around her added to her grief and fear.

After all this, she became pregnant again. She did not 
have much hope of the baby coming to term, so she told 
very few people. Only her close family members knew, 
but for some reason she told her Christian friends. These 
friends prayed fervently for Fatima and her unborn baby. 

They believed that this baby might be a way for Fatima to see Christ as who 
he is and trust him as the one who answers prayers. They told Fatima and her 
husband that they were praying for the baby 
and prayed with her whenever they could. By 
God’s good grace, a healthy baby boy was 
born! Fatima told her Christian friends 
soon after the birth, “I know that this 
baby is here because of your prayers”. 

The opportunity to share with 
Fatima about the one who gives 
life and has risen from the dead 
has continued to open in new 
and unexpected ways! 
Please pray that she 
would be receptive and 
willing to hear.

Author name 
withheld for 
security 
purposes

  Off to another job

love muSt be SinCere. Hate wHat iS evil; Cling to wHat iS good.  romanS 12:9

*Names have been 
changed for privacy.


