
Parents everywhere want a better life for their children. 
Education is key to alleviating material poverty and 
knowledge of the Truth is imperative for deliverance from 
spiritual poverty. That’s where Child Sponsorship fits.

In the countries we serve, the opportunity to receive 
an education is a privilege, especially at a well-
regarded private Christian school. Students come from 
impoverished backgrounds, where generations of their 
families have battled for daily sustenance and survival. 
Most of them have a drive to learn to enhance their 
opportunity for a brighter future, built on the foundation 
of a strong education.

Last year, HarvestCall chronicled the lives of two Haitian 
students in a video, which has been posted to the 
HarvestCall website. These two students have an obvious 
advantage – they already have a sponsor whose monthly 
contribution helps offset the cost of their school tuition, books, 
and uniforms. If not for Child Sponsorship, they would attend a 
much inferior public school or may not go to school at all.

Meet Holly. She lives in the country in a one-room house 
with six family members and attends a rural school. Often up 
at dawn, Holly eats breakfast, does devotions, 

and completes her 
morning 
chores 

A Day in the Life of a Student

before preparing for school. After school, Holly helps 
her mother with household chores before starting the 
fire to prepare the evening meal. After dishes, she 

works on her homework until it gets too dark.  She finishes the day the 
way it started... in prayer beside her bed.

Meet Frantz. He lives in a 
modest home in a large city, 
where he shares a bedroom 
with his sister.  Waking early, 
Frantz prepares himself for 
school, eats breakfast, and 
joins his family in prayer and 
devotions. He is fortunate... 
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exerts his 
independence 
by “running” 
away in his wheelchair when he knows his 
caretakers are trying to take him somewhere. 
He delights in being outside, but also knows 
how to ask to come in. He enjoys being with 
friends, especially his fellow teenage buddies. 

Andrés has touched many people with his love 
and laughter. Although we still don’t know what 
the future holds for him, we know he is in the 
hollow of God’s 
hand and are 
grateful to be a 
part of his life. 

The church doors opened to receive a small 
stroller carrying a skinny, little boy with 
cerebral palsy. His clothes were dirty and 
smelly. No one knew what the future held 
for this 
child – no 
one but 
his Heavenly 
Father. 

In July of 2011, 
Andrés was 
removed from his 
mother’s care and 
placed in a home at 
Casa Vida y Esperanza. 
When he arrived, six-year-
old Andrés drank from a bottle 
and often did not even have the 
strength to sit up on his own. 

Slowly, after receiving loving, consistent 
care, Andrés began to thrive. He received 
braces for his tightened limbs, a stroller, 
and other physical supports through 
various programs and donations. His 
caregivers received specific training on 
stretches, horseback riding, and one-on-
one interaction. Soon he could eat regular 
food and sit up on his own. Andrés daily 
blossomed into an energetic, social boy. 
Over the next eight years, he defied physical 
and mental expectations by learning to 
sit on a horse, say numerous names and 
phrases, and cruise on his tricycle. 

Now in 2019, Andrés is an outgoing, 
emotional teenager who is always 
ready to make a new friend. He spends 
his days attending therapy, hanging out 

with P.E. classes, and adamantly 
making his opinions known 

through voice, gestures, sign 
language, and his iPad. 

During therapy, he does 
stretches and practices 

using his walker and 
stander. He is also 

learning to express 
needs with his 

communication 
app. He 
practices fine-
motor skills by 

throwing and catching balls, and removing and 
reassembling objects, among other activities. 

Although he does not attend any academic 
classes, reading books with his therapist 
allows him to learn new words and concepts. 
Once a week, he goes horseback riding 
where he uses voice commands for “stop” 
and “go,” signals turns by moving the reins, 
and is learning how to trot, all while the 
horse is led by an adult. 

Andrés feeds himself using thick utensils 
that fit his hand and a plate with a lip which 
allows him to more easily scoop up his food. 
He can drink out of a water bottle with a 
straw on his own and knows exactly how to 
ask for more. Frequently, Andrés sees others 

at the table put salsa on their food and 
then requests more for himself.

Andrés is a joyful child and one of 
the main reasons his group home is 

filled with laughter. You can almost 
always find a huge smile painted 

on his face. He’s always willing 
to give or receive a hug and 

loves to play peek-a-boo. 
In his own way, he 

Joyful and Thriving at CVE

Andrés 
is always 
ready to make 
new friends

  Loving, consistent care has allowed him to thrive

By Cassidy WulF and laura avina



Attempting to Follow  
the Greatest Physician 

Prayer to guide my hands  

For every one of us, the medical catastrophes affecting 
our individual lives and communities can be very different. 
For some, the heroin epidemic continues to claim the lives 
of those nearby. For others, the elderly suffering with 
dementia spend their final days in silence without visitors 
or hope. We live in a physical world with real medical 
problems, but the Bible constantly reminds us that this is a 
spiritual world as well. 

The hearTbeaT of our Mission:
In the HarvestCall Medical Committee, we are 
passionately striving to remember the person behind the 
disease, the relationship behind the brokenness, and the 
soul behind the physical outcomes and objectives. We 
want the gospel to never be secondary. As our committee 
tackled various issues and goals, one small thought came 
to us in our role concerning physical pain. A common 
thought by many of our patients is that 
“I deserve to live my life without pain.” 
Although we hate to see our patients in 
pain and have spent years learning to 
alleviate pain in our medical education, 
we find ourselves hopelessly falling 
short. Rather than being discouraged, 
we re-focus. We then see underlying 
questions to the problem of pain like 
“Can there really be a loving God” and “What is the 

By Cassidy WulF and laura avina

  The gospel in action

purpose of life and suffering?” These questions point to 
the spiritual hunger that exists in every one of us. In this 
committee, we recognize two daunting realities: that we 
are called to live out and spread the Good News of Jesus 
Christ as medical professionals and that we need to do 
this more faithfully and consistently. 

a sobering TruTh:
Without the influence of the gospel, the ultimate outcome of 
medicine falls short. In the end, each one of our patients will 
experience pain again and eventually die. We silently 
mourn, discharge their charts, and move on. Our 
great deception is to think that we can live out his 
commandments and impact this world through 
physical outcomes alone. Jesus exemplified this 
thought; he healed to validate his message 

   Knowing the person behind the disease   
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   Without  
 the influence 

of the gospel, 
the ultimate 

outcome of 
medicine 

falls  
short.

but left town to continue preaching when the crowd’s 
focus began to centralize on his miracles. “And he 
(Jesus) said unto them, Let us go into the next town, 
that I can preach there also; for therefore came I forth” 
(Mark 1:38). We truly feel challenged by the heart and 
example of our Savior. 

PracTical gosPel
As evidenced by our various goals and objectives, 
the Medical Committee wants to fulfill God’s Word 
in local, regional, and global settings. For the 
individual, this committee is seeking to help healthcare 
workers emulate Christ by discovering specific needs 
throughout our church, interviewing those who work 
in a health care field, and preparing to host a gospel 
sharing workshop at future events. Regionally, we 
want to know how we can come along side local 
churches and assist in furthering his kingdom as health 

care workers. We are interested in helping improve 
the ability of congregations to explore their local 
mission fields through the medium of medicine to 

point lives to the saving grace of Jesus 
Christ. If you have ideas or 

thoughts, please reach 
out and share with 
us. Finally, in a 
global sense, the 
Medical Committee 
has been assisting 
with obtaining 
medical equipment 

for Hospital Lumiere 
and brainstorming 
ways to increase 
medical safety 
during local and 
international 

mission trips 
for everyone 
involved. We 
have so far 
to go. We are 

By antHony BauMann

only barely 
scratching the 
surface of what 
Jesus meant when 
he compared the 
world to a field “white 
already to harvest.”

graTiTude  
for The PresenT,  
hoPe for The fuTure:
Thanks to each individual member, 
HarvestCall has many different 
committees tasked with reaching many 
different environments and situations. 
The Medical Committee seeks to be a cross 
regional organization; rather than overseeing 
one specific domain, we want to help every 
other committee better accomplish their own 
tasks. These are our goals, but we want to be real 
and authentic in saying that we don’t have everything 

figured out. 
We desire your 
prayers and ideas, 
the loving support of the church, 
and the wonderful grace of Jesus 
Christ every day. 

For more information about the 
Medical Committee contact 
medical@harvestcall.org

  Thoughtfulness of a journey     

And he sAid unto them, Let us go into the 
next town, thAt i mAy preAch there ALso; 
for therefore cAme i forth   mArk 1:38
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To Glorify God by Loving as Jesus Loves.
Each of these statements by Jesus 
wonderfully tie together these thoughts of 
Jesus love and how it motivates us to love.

Jesus refLection  
on his purpose
The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because 
he hath anointed me to preach the gospel 
to the poor; he hath sent me to heal the 
brokenhearted, to preach deliverance to 
the captives, and recovering of sight to 
the blind, to set at liberty them that are 
bruised, To preach the acceptable year of 
the Lord. Luke 4:18-19

The love of Jesus was about restoration, 
taking what was broken and making 
it whole. We see this in his reflection 
on himself from Isaiah. He was sent 
to preach (proclaim) the gospel and 
serve others that the gospel may do its 
restoring work in the hearts and lives 

of broken people. This love is 
renewing what was broken 

and making it what 
it was meant 

to be.

Jesus refLection  
on his new commAndment
A new commandment I give unto you, That 
ye love one another; as I have loved you, 
that ye also love one another. By this shall 
all men know that ye are my disciples, if ye 
have love one to another. John 13:34-35

This is the command of Jesus: love each 
other as Jesus loves. Jesus states that 
this kind of love is a witness to him. When 
God’s people love each other with the love 
of Jesus, it shows the lost that this love is 
divine. It is a witness and testimony to a 
broken world.

Jesus commission  
to the church
And Jesus came and spake unto them, 
saying, All power is given unto me in 
heaven and in earth. Go ye therefore, and 
teach all nations, baptizing them in the 
name of the Father, and of the Son, and of 
the Holy Ghost: Teaching them to observe 
all things whatsoever I have commanded 
you: and, lo, I am with you alway, 
even unto the end of the world. Amen. 
Matthew 28:18-20 

The commission is the mission of the 
body of Christ. The love of Jesus compels 
us to join in the work to disciple all into 
the fullness of his love. Just as we are 

reminded in John 3:16, the love of 
Jesus is a love for the whole world.

Our new Apostolic Christian Church 
purpose statement is a short, simple 
sentence, but it unpacks with layers and 
layers of meaning. When it is overlaid 
with HarvestCall’s purpose statement, 
the alignment and direction they share 
is both encouraging and challenging. 
The church’s purpose statements is “To 
glorify God by loving as Jesus loves.” 
What a beautiful expression that causes 
us to meditate on the love of Jesus while 
simultaneously calling us to engage 
others with that love. This is the purpose 
of HarvestCall, to enable the brotherhood 
to share and show this love of Jesus!

While there are many expressions about 
Jesus love, consider the confluence of 
Jesus’ reflection on his purpose, Jesus’ 
reflection on his new commandment,  

and Jesus’ commission to  
the church.  
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suMMary
These precious words 
of Jesus tie together 
for us a beautiful picture 
of loving as Jesus loves. This 
connection is captured in the 
summary provided by the elder body 
regarding the church purpose statement. 

“As a church body called together to 
reflect God’s love, grace and truth we want to 
honor God by loving all people as Jesus loves all 
people. This should generate a life of glory to God 
and good works towards everyone, friend and enemy 
alike. To do so generates the desire and the ability to share 
the gospel with all people and to live obedient lives. Loving him 
means we will fulfill the Great Commission given to his followers 
and keep his commandments in honor of his love towards us.”
The encouragement for all followers of Jesus is to consider the love of Jesus. 
Then, to answer the call to share and show that love by proclaiming the gospel 

and serving in the stations 
given us by the Lord. 

By Kirk Plattner  

for god so Loved the worLd, thAt he gAve his onLy begotten son, thAt whoever 
beLieveth in him shouLd not perish, but hAve everLAsting Life.    John 3:16



   stAy connected
Prayer support is needed in every part  

of HarvestCall work. Here are two ways  
to learn about projects, how to be involved  

and how to pray specifically.

E updates | Get occasional emails with news and info  
by going to the HarvestCall website (www.harvestcall.org) 

and selecting “Join our email list” on the home page.  

Social Media | Engage with us on Facebook  
or Instagram for the most current information. 

 Facebook.com/harvestcall                     
 Instagram at acharvestcall

heLp finAnciALLy
Choosing “Where Needed Most” allows us flexibility to direct resources 

to ministries most in want. However, if you feel moved to support a 
specific project, just indicate that on the remittance envelope. If specified 

donations are greater than the need for any designated project, they will be 
rolled over to the General Fund.

An envelope is provided with appropriate boxes to check. Checks can either be  
given to your local HarvestCall Representative or mailed to: 

 Apostolic Christian HarvestCall 
 PO Box 3797, West Lafayette, IN 47996 

Or if you wish to donate online, visit the HarvestCall website at:  
 www.harvestcall.org/donate

M202-DG-0120-LPC-7.825M
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HarvestCall provides a lunch of rice and beans 
in his school, which is the exception and not 
the rule. After school, Frantz enjoys playing 
soccer with his friends, even if the “ball” is a 
wad of rags or a pop bottle. Since electricity 
can’t be depended on in the evenings, Frantz 
completes his homework by lamplight. The 
day ends with a family dinner and devotions.  

sPonsorshiP MaTTers
A good Christian education is very important 
to a Haitian family, but quite cost-prohibitive 
without the help of sponsors. Many 
schools are operated by a local church, 
with the pastor often serving as the school 
administrator. Most schools are only funded 
by what the parents can afford to pay, so it 
can be very difficult to keep schools open 
and teachers paid. The opportunity to be 
sponsored can make all the difference for a 
child in these circumstances.

TuMulTuous environMenT
While we won’t reveal specifics about Holly 
and Frantz and their families, we know that 

A Day in a Student’s Life
conTinued froM fronT

the recent especially 
troublesome times 
in Haiti have deeply 
affected the general 
population, stressing 
the system in all kinds 
of ways. Basic staples 
of life, including 
food, fuel, power, 
transportation, and security, have been perilously disrupted. 
Prices have soared, including school expenses, putting 
unparalleled economic pressure on our students and their 
families. Many of our schools are in rural areas and have 
been open and functioning – we are working with 
our Christian education partners to make sure our 
sponsors’ contributions are being put to good use.   

see how They live
To get a better sense of a typical day in the 
lives of our students, visit the Child Sponsorship page on 
the HarvestCall website to watch the 6-minute video (enter 
http://www.harvestcall.org/child-sponsorship).  

Prayer requesT
The environment is difficult and the need is great. 
Please prayerfully consider becoming a sponsor or 
sponsoring more children (http://www.harvestcall.
org/child-sponsorship or call 309-266-6080).  
God has blessed this ministry which directly 
shares the gospel message with young souls 
who need to hear and embrace the Truth.

by ken rinkenberger

HarvestCall’s Child Sponsorship program is managed by a group of a 
dozen volunteers who serve on the Child Sponsorship Committee. If you 
and your spouse are looking for ways to serve together, this may be a 
unique opportunity. Single members are also welcome to consider 
a six-year term. The committee meets in-person three times per 
year, usually in central Illinois, and meets by phone as needed. 

Over the next 1-2 years, we are especially seeking new 
committee members with communications skills and/or  
an interest in serving as liaison with our Mexico schools. 
Please prayerfully consider this special opportunity  
to make a difference in the lives of children in  
the five countries we serve. If you are  
interested in more information, please contact  
Bro. Bill Schmidgall, CS Committee Chairman,  
at 815-848-4730 or bill.schmidgall@gmail.com. 


