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The Bear Facts 
Last fall, for a 2 week period, I observed a young bear 
amidst the acorn-laden oak trees around my cottage. It 
seemed unaware of the danger of wandering close to 
human habitation. Thinking it was an orphaned cub and 
concerned for its safety, I called the Aspen Wildlife Sanc-
tuary in Rosseau. It turned out “my” bear was a healthy 
newly independent bear who, as Aspen’s staff predicted, 
returned to the deep forest as soon  as he completed his 
acorn harvest. It was an extraordinary, and I admit some-
what unnerving, experience to observe this creature so 
close to my front door. It inspired me to learn more about 
bear behaviour in anticipation of a return visit this fall. 
Anyone who has a significant amount of berry bushes or 
beech and oak trees on their property may have to occa-
sionally share it with bears - so here are some highlights 
from The Ministry of Natural Resources and Forestry 
(MNRF) Bear-Wise website (www.ontario.ca bear-wise), 
and from the Bear With Us organization at 
www.bearwithus.org: 

People and Black Bears can co-exist. Generally, black 
bears want to avoid humans and most encounters are not 
aggressive.  When bears are caught off guard, they usu-
ally want to flee.  Make noise when you are outside so 
that bears aren’t caught by surprise.  And of course - dogs 
and bears are not best friends. If you have a bear foraging 
nearby, keep your dog on a leash. 

Bears are foragers and always looking for food. Although 
omnivorous, a black bear’s primary diet is plant material, 
specifically nuts, seeds and berries. Don’t fill bird feeders 
between April to the end of November. Bears have a keen 
sense of smell and will travel for miles to investigate an 
appealing scent, so don’t feed pets outside nor leave pet 
food outside or in screened in porch areas. Bears are 
highly intelligent and if a bear finds bird food, garbage or 
pet food it will return for as long as the food source is 
available 

Take responsibility. Don’t intentionally attract bears by 

improperly storing garbage, compost, or un-rinsed recy-
cling bottles and jars. Keep your BBQ and grease tray 
clean.  

What to do if you meet a bear: The MNRF advises that if 
you encounter a black bear, remain calm and make sure 
the bear has a clear escape route. Slowly back away, talk-
ing to the bear in a quiet, monotone voice and watching 
the bear until the bear is out of sight. Do not turn your 
back. Do not run. Bear With Us reports that it has been 
documented that “bears that allow themselves to be seen 
by people don’t tend to be a threat to human safety”. If a 
bear stands on it hind legs, it is trying to see better or 
catch a scent – this is not an act of aggression. If a bear 
feels cornered, it may try to scare you off with warning 
signals such as making noises, or swatting the ground 
with its paws. This is a bluff. Give the bear space to get 
away. If the bear does not leave, wave your arms and 
make noise to persuade the bear to go. 

Original article by Janice Wadge, used with permission 

To report non-emergency bear activity around the backyard, such as checking gar-
bage cans, breaking into BBQ’s or a garbage shed (or eating acorns in a tree): Call 
the MNRF Bear Wise  line at 1-866-514-2327 (between April 1-November 30). 

For Conflict Resolution/Relocation of nuisance bears, or for rehabilitation of in-
jured or orphaned bears: call or email Mike McIntosh; bearhelp@hotmail.ca (705 
685 7830) 

For rehabilitation of orphaned or injured wildlife: Aspen Valley Wildlife Sanctuary; 
info@aspenvalley.ca (705 732 6368) 

If you feel a bear poses an immediate threat to personal safety (ie: enters or tries 
to enter a residence, or stalks people and lingers at the site): call 911 or your local 
police. 

mailto:bearhelp@hotmail.ca
mailto:info@aspenvalley.ca


A message from our Executive Director 

Scott Young 

The little things add up 

To conserve nature in Muskoka, Muskoka Conservancy 
operates as a land trust and to fund our conservation 
activities, we operate as a registered Canadian charity. 
Both of these activities are essential, and both have sig-
nificant accountability components. For example, we en-
gage an independent audit firm this time every year to 
provide an opinion on our financial statements. It’s a 
process including a lot of finicky little steps, but when 
these little things add up, it says to our donors that we 
respect their trust. 

Of course we don’t want everything to be that compli-
cated. That’s what I love about Earth Day, it’s simple. It’s 
a concentrated effort to get people to acknowledge that 
Earth is our one and only life support system. Many folks 
do a little something nice for the 
environment. Picking up litter 
seems to be the basic, entry 
level task. What could be sim-
pler? 

Well, Earth Hour, for one. Earth 
Hour is a quick and easy way to 
acknowledge Earth by simply 
turning off the electricity for one 
hour. All together now! Click. 
The collective impact isn’t going 
to solve climate change, but it is 
an effective global consciousness 
raising effort. 

For its part, Muskoka Conservancy hosted an Earth Day 
Nature Quest guided hike for pond explorers, and also 
offered free Swamp milkweed seeds at Seedy Saturday, 
part of Huntsville’s Earth Week celebration. Yes, com-
pared to the 150 million tons of plastic floating in our 
oceans, our hike and our seed giveaway are very small 
things. Then again, it is apparently a small thing for one 
person to throw one bag of fast food waste out the win-
dow of one car. 

There’s a lot of people here on Earth. Collectively we are 
making a big mess of it. It’s going to take each one of us 
to do the little things right to collectively clean it up. So, 
for everyone who did a little something recently to ac-
knowledge Earth, a tip of the toque to you. 

Volunteer Highlight: Bill Dickinson 
Can you start by giving us a little background on your-
self? 

I was a field biologist at university and have a Masters in 
Plant Ecology. Then I became a high school teacher in 
Bracebridge and taught there for 31 years. I joined the 
Conservancy in the 80s and was part of the Conservation 
through Land Stewardship program. I’ve been a board 
member, a committee member, and now I’m an hon-
ourary director. I’m currently working on establishing 
the Land Stewards, who will monitor some of the prop-
erties we maintain. 

What’s been your favourite thing to do with Muskoka 
Conservancy so far? 

Probably going to see new properties. That’s when we 
get to share our knowledge with other experienced 
naturalists and you learn so much from that. 

What is your favourite animal? 

It would have to be the muskox. They live in harsh condi-
tions all year, work together, and are so resilient. 



Birdhouse Location 

Little Sprouts Update 
The Little Sprouts have been busy this early spring! February we focused on recy-
cling and attended a tour of the local waste management facility. It turns out not 
only the 'little sprouts' but their 'big sprout' parents were equally as interesting in 
this outing. We learned many tips and tricks to ensure our waste is diverted prop-
erly and had a wonderful visit.  

In March the group participated in a 'sold out' birdhouse workshop hosted by 
Allyn Abbott and Bill Dickinson at the Gravenhurst Scout Hall. There were 25 bird-
houses constructed and kids of all ages hammered, glued and learned all about 
which birds may use these houses in the coming months. 

April was all about cleaning up the Earth! We spent the morning of April 27th 
picking up garbage around Kerr Park, partnering with the Town of Bracebridge's 
Pitch In program. This means that for every bag of garbage picked up, the Town 
paid the Little Sprouts Eco-Club. We filled 4 bags of garbage in total! 

What's coming up for Little Sprouts? May is frog month, we are going to be learn-
ing all about Ontario's Frog Watch program . On the 12th of May we will be par-
ticipating in the annual tree planting at Annie Williams Park again for the third 
year. It's safe to say May is all about digging in the dirt!  

Stay tuned for more exciting Little Sprouts initiatives and outings. Newcomers 
always welcome! All ages and family inclusive.            Christina Hunter 

The spring migration is beginning, which means that some 

birds are starting to look for a location to nest. Birdhouses 

can provide a great nesting area for birds, but their loca-

tion is more important than you might think. The location 

of a birdhouse can greatly affect its viability and how suc-

cessful it is. 

The first thing to consider is when to put up a nest box. 

Nest boxes should be put up well in ad-

vance, ideally before migrants arrive on 

sight. For Muskoka, that means March is 

usually a good time to place them. Don’t 

worry if you don’t have any out yet, you 

might still be able to get a nesting species 

if you’re quick. 

Another key aspect of optimizing your 

birdhouse placement is location. The habi-

tat surrounding the bird house will play a 

large role in what species decides to nest 

there. Make sure that wherever you de-

cide to place your birdhouse is out of 

reach of predators and can withstand se-

vere weather. 

Another important part of having a good location is how 

much sun it gets. In many cases, south-facing birdhouses 

have performed the best. Additionally, partial shade also 

appears to attract birds, as the birdhouse can stay cooler 

with less direct sunlight. For more information on bird-

houses for specific birds, visit: https://nestwatch.org/

learn/all-about-birdhouses/ 



Japanese Knotweed: The “Thug Shrub” 

Spring is here and the frogs are singing, which means 

Muskoka Conservancy is gearing up for its new citizen 

science programs. This year, Muskoka Conservancy is 

testing out a pilot frog and bird survey protocol, sup-

ported by the James L. Baillie Memorial Fund of Bird 

Studies Canada with funds raised through the annual 

Great Canadian Birdathon. These funds will finance sur-

veys at two of our properties, Upjohn Nature Reserve and 

Bert Cross Family Nature Reserve. 

The surveying will be starting in April and continuing until 

the start of July. This surveys will give us a deeper under-

standing of the species composition on our properties as 

well as identify potential species at risk. In the future, 

we’d like to expand these programs to a larger number of 

properties to gain a better understanding of our role in 

protecting and preserving nature in Muskoka. 

Muskoka Conservancy would like to thank all volunteers 

helping out with our surveying work. With the surveys 

taking place in the evening or early in the morning, our 

volunteers’ dedication is truly remarkable. If you’d like to 

assist with the surveys or similar projects, call (705) 645-

7393 ext 200 or email info@muskokaconservancy.org. 

Citizen Science 

In August 1850, the German botanist Philipp von Siebold 
sent a specimen of a pretty Japanese shrub with heart-
shaped leaves to the Royal Botanical Gardens at Kew. To-
day, that plant, known as Japanese Knotweed, is one of 
the world’s top 100 invasive species. In its native range, it 
is uncommon and found mainly on volcanic slopes. But 
where it has been introduced, Japanese knotweed grows 
in a wide range of habitats ranging from wetlands to road-
sides, ditches and back yards, rapidly forming tall, dense 
thickets that aggressively out-compete native plants.  

Japanese knotweed was first introduced to 
North America in the late 19th century where it 
was widely sold as an ornamental plant and 
used in erosion control. Now escaped from cul-
tivation, it has spread extensively throughout 
North America, Europe, Australia and New Zea-
land. It reached Niagara Falls, Ontario, in 1901 
and is now present in Muskoka and as far north 
as Thunder Bay.  

Since 2016, Japanese knotweed has been listed 
as a “restricted” invasive species under the On-
tario Invasive Species Act, meaning that it is 
illegal to import, deposit, release, cultivate, 
buy, sell, lease or trade it. If you have Japanese 
knotweed on your property, it’s a good idea to 
control it. Start by removing isolated plants and small 
“satellite” populations outside the main infested area. It 

can take 5-10 years of regular treatment to achieve full 
eradication of a large, established infestation, but manual, 
chemical and biological control can all be effective. 

Find out more at http://www.invadingspecies.com/
japanese-knotweed/ and https://
www.ontarioinvasiveplants.ca/wp-content/
uploads/2016/06/OIPC_BMP_JapaneseKnotweed.pdf. 

 

Photo credit: Ontario’s Invading Species Awareness Program 
(http://www.invadingspecies.com/japanese-knotweed/
#bwg55/203) 

Isobel Heathcote 
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Muskoka Conservancy has an 

online shop! 

With our website update, we’ve 

added ecommerce functionality to 

our online shop. This means that 

you can get your favourite Muskoka 

Conservancy gear and gifts without 

having to leave your home! 

Check out our online shop at mus-

kokaconservancy.org/shop 

If you  want to buy your items the 

good old fashioned way (or just 

want to see one of our faces), 

you’re welcome to come into our 

office at 47 Quebec Street and see 

the items in person. Or, for those of 

you in Toronto, contact Elizabeth 

Mason at (416) 924-4868 for all 

your MC needs. 

Thank you to our official partners! 
MUSKOKA CONSERVANCY OFFICERS 
PRESIDENT MARGARET MCLAREN 
PAST PRESIDENT JOHN BURTON 
VICE PRESIDENT NORM MOFFAT 
TREASURER MIKE EVANS 
 
DIRECTORS 
ALLYN ABBOTT BOB WEEKES         ROB MCLENNAN 
ELSPETH WOOD CYNTHIA SMITH     ISOBEL HEATHCOTE 
BOB WEEKES CHRISTINA HUNTER 
     
HONORARY DIRECTORS 
RUSS BLACK JOHN FINLEY ELIZA NEVIN 
WILLIAM CLARK PETER GOERING ROB PURVES 
BILL DICKINSON ELIZABETH MASON GEORGE SNIDER 
 
MUSKOKA CONSERVANCY STAFF 
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR  SCOTT YOUNG 
ADMINISTRATION AND PROGRAM AARON RUSAK 
COORDINATOR    

Feedback? Questions? 

We’re trying out a new format 

for our newsletter and welcome 

any and all feedback. 

To let us know what you think, 

send an email to 

info@muskokaconservancy.org 

or call (705) 645-7393 ext. 200. 

Native Plant Sale pickup this Saturday! 

Pick up for orders for the native plant sale this Saturday, May 5th, be-

tween 9 am and noon. The pickup locations are 1350 High Falls Road 

for Bracebridge and Avery Beach for Huntsville. Call (705) 645-7393 

ext 200 if you have any questions! 


