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A Walk In The Woods (with apologies to Bill Bryson) 
On the last day of spring I did something I have never 

done before. For almost twenty years I have been active 

with the conservancy starting as a humble dock boy on 

the garden tour all the way to Past President. But I had 

never been on an evaluation foray into the woods to 

check out a potential candidate for a nature reserve or 

conservation easement. I’ve been to properties, after the 

fact, to check on their current status and I have spilled 

champagne to inaugurate a new reserve but not on a 

first look.  

It wasn’t a dark and stormy night but it was a dull mos-

quito filled morning as we met on the edge of the 

property. We all donned our mosquito hoods and jack-

ets (except for one brave birder), sprayed ourselves 

with DEET  and strapped on our Wellingtons. Then it 

was off on a recently macheted trail down a hill and 

over a small bridge and into terra incognito.  

We hadn’t even crossed the bridge before the birders 

were calling out the names of birds as their calls ech-

oed from all sides. I don’t recall that I actually saw a bird 

the whole time we were there but the calls identified 

over thirty. In the meantime, our plant experts were call-

ing out names left and right. Everything from the red ma-

ple to the moccasin flower. Over sixty, most of which I 

would have been unable to identify myself. Piles of poop 

confirmed the presence of moose, deer and oddly cows 

and horses.  

We covered heavily forested areas, wetlands, ridges, 

open meadow-like areas and finally, after a couple of 

hours, we made it back to the bridge. Just before climbing 

onto the bridge, I firmly planted both feet in the ooze and 

muck of the wetland area. My body continued towards 

the bridge and I did a three point landing into the ooze. I 

had managed to remain fairly unscathed to this point. 

Back to the cars. I must mention that all this was done by 

GPS as there was no other way of knowing where we 

were.  

So there we were, our walk in the woods completed. I 

had showed my woeful ignorance of plants and animals 

but I had experienced one of the key elements on the 

route to protecting nature for generations yet to come. 

  

 

Congratulations Raffle Winners!  
 

Congratulations to our Spring 2019 raffle winners! The winners 

were announced at our Annual General Meeting  on June 8th, 

2019.  WestJet flights were won by Richard Ivey; Mindham Fine 

Jewellery won by Wilsie Mann; J.W. Marriott won by Melissa 

Clarke; Muskoka Brewery won by Pam Hallisey; and Lorne's 

Coats won by Richard Ivey. Thank you  to all our prize donors 

and to everyone who supported  the Muskoka Conservancy  

through  the raffle sale!  Check out future events and fundrais-

ers on our website!  https://muskokaconservancy.org/   

John Burton 

Amber Merritt 

https://muskokaconservancy.org/


A message from our Executive Director 

Scott Young 

The Outhouse is Burning! Where do we go now? 

 

In the past 12 months there have been five fires on or 
near Muskoka Conservancy nature reserves in the Brace-
bridge area. Only one fire made the news because it de-
stroyed an industrial timber mill. Two other fires were 
bush fires, origin unknown. The two fires we at Muskoka 
Conservancy are most concerned about consumed a pic-
nic shelter and an outhouse on our nature reserve. Arson 
is suspected in those last two. 

 

Muskoka Conservancy would like to thank the Brace-
bridge Fire Department that attended the various blazes. 
Thank you fire fighters! Just as much, we’d like to thank 
our observant neighbours Jon and Suzann Partridge who 
saw the smoke and called 911. Thank you, Artful Garden-
ers! 

Now the obvious question for us is: who the hell would 
burn down basic amenities provided by a charity for the 
free use of mild-mannered nature hikers? We can only 
guess and as far as we know, the OPP has no idea either. 
Kind officers took down an incident report. 

The next most obvious question is: how many times can 
this happen before Bracebridge resembles a hellacious 
evacuation scene a la Fort McMurray 2016? 

The Muskoka Conservancy picnic shelter fire burned 
down after a 30+day drought in the summer of 2018. The 
fire was started after exactly two days of rain ended the 
drought. The outhouse burned down this summer, again 
after a period of extremely dry weather. Healthy forests 
hold moisture and perhaps that’s all that prevented the 
fires from spreading out of control. But that is too close 
for comfort, and it’s only going to get riskier. 

Climate scientists tell us to expect more drought with 
higher risk of wildfire interspersed with more frequent 
sudden extreme weather events and flash flooding. We 
have decided we will not rebuild the shelter or the out-
house at this time. 

What we will do is cheerfully continue our community 
conservation activities. We will continue to use our land 
and trails to teach and inform about the value of nature 
conservation, about forests and wetlands, plants and 
animals. People protect what they love, but they can’t 
love what they don’t know. These unfortunate incidents 
only increase our drive to advance our mission to protect 
more space for nature in Muskoka. If you are interested 
in learning more, please call us or go to our web site and 
click on Nature Quest. We’d love to take you on an ex-
pert guided hike and share our love of nature. 

 

Put on your flip flops, grab a cocktail and help us pro-
tect nature in Muskoka! Join us on August 18th from 
5:30pm—8:30pm at Duke’s in Port Carling for our Sum-
mer of ‘19 Fundraiser! 
 
With your ticket, indulge in a delicious assortment of 
tacos & cocktails catered by Tulo’s Taqueria, while 
breathing in the beautiful vistas of Lake Muskoka at this 
spectacular dockside venue. Amazing prizes are ready 
for the taking for our silent auction! This event will also 
feature incredible live demos including tarot card read-
ings, cocktail holding poses with Pura Vida Yoga Insti-
tute, a flyboard demo & more! You won’t want to miss 
it!    
  
Call (705)-645-7393 ext. 200 to get your tickets today! 

Summer of ‘19 Fundraiser! 

Amber Merritt 



Volunteer Highlight: Jim Griffin  

Little Sprouts Update 

The Little Sprouts have a lot of fun planned for summer! It 
started in June with their second annual Little Makers Mar-
ket, where each child set up their own vendor booth and 
sold their wares with table fees going towards the Conserv-
ancy. The kids sold everything from hand sewn pillows to 
healthy homemade popsicles to calming jars and more. 

 In July the Sprouts partnered with the Watershed Council 
to learn about shorelines at Grace and Speed in Graven-
hurst.  

August is all about homegrown foods with a trip to Bark-
way Farms for blueberry picking and an herb garden work-
shop put on by Riverstone Environmental.  

Stay tuned to hear of more exciting outings for the kids in 
the Fall! 

Volunteer contributions are essential to the operations 

and success of Muskoka Conservancy! In this edition of 

The Steward, we wanted to highlight volunteer Jim Griffin.     

 

“I have been a resident of Port Sydney for over 21 years 

since retiring from a 30 year career with the Ontario Minis-

try of Natural Resources.  A general interest in nature, has 

led me to membership in local Nature Clubs, citizen sci-

ence projects with Bird Studies Canada, and longtime sup-

port and volunteer driving with the Owl Foundation. 

What attracted me to the Muskoka Conservancy was the 

opportunity for hands on involvement with their land con-

servation initiatives; starting with the annual Native Plant 

sale, helping to maintain the Huntsville connection with 

the filling of orders and running the delivery at the Hunts-

ville location, with the help of volunteers from the Hunts-

ville area. 

The opportunity for direct involvement with the Conserv-

ancy's properties as a Land Steward was the ideal next 

step. Monitoring and helping to maintain a specific proper-

ty creates a real sense of purpose and a sense of sharing in 

the ownership of the property. I am really enjoying the 

hands on involvement. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

If I had to choose an animal to be associated with it would 
be the Raven: a free spirit, intelligent problem solver and 
year round resident of Muskoka. “  
 
 
 
 
 

 

Christina Hunter 

Jim Griffin 



Project Protect has wrapped up this year and we 

have some fantastic results to share. We surveyed 8 

different Muskoka Conservancy properties this year, 

with 17 volunteers assisting with the effort. Every 

single frog  species found in Muskoka was recorded 

on our properties this year, which is very encourag-

ing. Additionally, we had some great bird surveys 

completed and we found focal species on a couple 

different surveys. 

In the following year, we’ll be looking to expand to 

two more properties, so new volunteers are very 

welcome. If you’re interested in the program and 

would like more information call 705-645-7393 or 

email arusak@muskokaconservancy.org. 

Project Protect 

Forest Therapy Nature Quest 

Breathe in nature at our Upjohn Nature Reserve! Join Muskoka Conserv-
ancy and special guest Fran Mills of Simcoe Muskoka Forest Therapy for 
a therapeutic walk through the forest!  Fran Mills is a certified Forest 
Therapy Guide with the Association of Nature and Forest Therapy and a 
member of the Global Institute of Forest Therapy.  

Forest Therapy is inspired by the Japanese practice of Shinrin-Yoku, 
which translates to “forest bathing.” Studies have shown a wide array of 
health benefits associated with forest bathing, including positive effects 
on mood, cognition, and cardiovascular and immune health. 
 

Immerse yourself in the forest and experience the healing power of na-
ture!  

For more information on our nature quests or upcoming events, please 
call (705)-645-7393 ext. 200 or email: info@muskokaconservancy.org 

Aaron Rusak 

Amber Merritt 

Emerald Ash 

Borer Project  

The Emerald Ash Borer Pro-

ject is back again this year! 

With the help of Bioforest 

Technologies, twenty traps 

were placed in Ash tree cano-

pies throughout Bracebridge 

and Gravenhurst to detect 

the presence of the Emerald 

Ash Borer (EAB) in Muskoka. 

The Emerald Ash Borer is an 

invasive species from Asia 

that is highly destructive to our native Ash trees here in North 

America. This early detection system can aid in monitoring 

population trends and evaluating potential management solu-

tions to protect the Ash trees in our community.  

Look for the green prism traps hung in Ash trees throughout 

Gravenhurst and Bracebridge!  

For more information call (705) 645– 7393 or check out our 

website https://muskokaconservancy.org/   

 

 Amber Merritt 

https://muskokaconservancy.org/


Muskoka Conservancy’s Online Shop 

Items Available Now! 

Purchase all of your favourite Muskoka 

Conservancy gear online without leaving 

the comfort of home! Check out our online 

shop at muskokaconservancy.org/shop 

Items are also available at 47 Quebec 

Street, or in Toronto, contact Elizabeth 

Mason at (416) 924-4868. 
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