
FORCE MAJEURE AND FRUSTRATION IN THE TIME OF COVID-19 

FIXED FEE FAST-TRACK ADVISORY SERVICE (U.K & INTERNATIONAL) 

The current COVID-19 crisis is having profound effects on the performance of supply, construction, 
funding and other agreements in the development & infrastructure sector across the globe. This is 
rapidly giving rise to inevitable, and often urgent, questions about which contractual party bears the 
risk burden in this context, having regard to any force majeure clause in the contract as well as the 
common law doctrine of contractual frustration. 

We are four barristers, including two prominent Queen’s Counsel, from Landmark Chambers in 
London, the UK’s leading planning, infrastructure and real estate chambers. We are pleased to offer a 
fixed fee service for initial advice regarding whether contractual force majeure clauses have been 
triggered and/or whether a party can rely on the doctrine of frustration, in the context of contractual 
obligations which are claimed to be held up by the COVID-19 crisis. 

For a fixed fee of £4,000 + VAT, a Q.C. and a specialist junior will provide a written opinion of up to 12 
pages on force majeure and frustration in the context of any contract which applies the law of England 
& Wales or the law of another common law jurisdiction and which relates to finance, construction or 
supply in the development or infrastructure sector. This fixed fee is based upon a briefing note / 
instructions and accompanying papers totalling up to 500 pages. We guarantee a turnaround time of 
3 full working days, with an accelerated turnaround time subject to case specific negotiation. We also 
offer, included within the fixed fee, a follow-up phone or video call of up to 30minutes within 2 days 
of the written opinion. 

We also offer bespoke fee quotes for advice on other contractual matters such as termination, as well 
as follow-on assistance in relation to any disputes. 

We are (please click the names for links to our full resumés):  

John Litton Q.C. 

Called to the Bars of England & Wales, Northern Ireland, Hong Kong and the Supreme Court of the 
Eastern Caribbean (BVI). He has Chambers in both England (Landmark Chambers) and Hong Kong (Des 
Voeux Chambers). He regularly appears in the courts of all 4 jurisdictions and, in addition, the Cayman 
Islands on ad hoc admission. He is also a registered Foreign Lawyer at the Dubai IFC and Astana IFC 
Courts, a member of the Chartered Institute of Arbitrators and a Fellow of the Hong Kong Institute of 
Arbitrators. Chair of Landmark International, the international brand of Landmark Chambers, John has 
a heavyweight international practice covering a wide range of civil disputes including (particularly in 
the development, infrastructure and energy sectors) commercial litigation, judicial review and rating. 

Charles Banner Q.C.  

Called to the Bars of England & Wales and Northern Ireland. Registered Foreign Lawyer at the Dubai 
IFC Court and Singapore International Commercial Court. Justice (part-time) of the Astana IFC Court. 
17 appearances before the UK Supreme Court (one of the top 10 currently practising UK barristers by 
number of Supreme Court appearances). Vice Chair of Landmark International. Ranked as a leading 
Q.C. in 8 practice areas by Chambers & Partners UK Bar and Legal 500 UK Bar. Winner of multiple legal 
industry awards. Member of the Royal Institution of Chartered Surveyors’ Global Standards and 
Regulation Board. 

http://www.landmarkchambers.co.uk/
https://www.landmarkchambers.co.uk/people/john-litton-qc/
https://www.landmarkchambers.co.uk/people/charles-banner-qc/


James Neill 

Called to the Bar of England & Wales. Extensive experience in commercial litigation and arbitration 
(both commercial and investment treaty) and construction adjudication. He has experience of 
arbitrations conducted under the major arbitration rules (including the ICC, LCIA, ICSID, UNCITRAL 
rules) particularly in the infrastructure, energy and utilities sectors. In addition to his time at the self-
employed bar, he spent five years as a commercial litigator in Allen & Overy’s London office, during 
which time he was ranked by Chambers & Partners UK as a ‘Star Associate’.  

Nicholas Grant 

Called to the Bar of England & Wales. Joined Chambers in 2019 following completion of a third six, 
supervised by Charles Banner QC. Prior to joining Landmark, completed pupillage in a leading 
commercial and construction set, gaining experience in litigation, arbitration and construction 
adjudication.  Now maintains an active commercial practice, advising on and acting in cases concerning 
both national and international contracts for goods and services. Previously judicial assistant to Arden 
LJ (now Lady Arden JSC), senior editor of the Harvard Business Law Review Online, and part of a 
commercial bank’s internal review of Interest Rate Hedging Product sales. 

Please contact Ben Connor (bconnor@landmarkchambers.co.uk) and Kevin Squires 
(ksquires@landmarkchambers.co.uk) if you need assistance or for further information. 
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