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INDIA’S RCEP WARNING: As negotiators of RCEP prepare for a 27th negotiating round in China, Commerce 
Minister Goyal has sent out a sharp warning. India was looking for a fair deal which did not allow unfair 
market access. There would be no agreement at a cost of India’s interests or sovereign requirements. 
 
US SLAMS WTO ON CHINA RULING: The US has reacted strongly to a WTO Appellate Report that the US 
did not fully comply with trade rules in a series of anti-subsidy tariffs. The USTR said the report undermined 
WTO rules, making them less effective to address Chinese subsidies that were distorting global markets. 
 
AUSTRALIA SEEKS COMMENT ON JAPAN FTA: The Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade is seeking 
comment from businesses and other stakeholders on how they have fared under the Japan-Australia EPA. 
The comments are being sought as part of a post-implementation review of the five-year-old agreement. 
 
CHINA CALLS FOR US SINCERITY: China has called on the US to show more sincerity and perseverance in 
working toward a trade deal between the two economies. Foreign Ministry spokesman Geng said this 
week any new tariffs imposed by the US would set new obstacles for the trade talks.  
 
AUSTRALIA CONFIRMS WHEEL DUMPING DUTY:  Australia is implementing anti-dumping duties on 
railway wheels imported from France and China for use on iron ore carrying wagons. The duties follow a 
complaint by a local railway wheel producer in 2018 and will be levied at 37.2% and 17.4% respectively. 
 
THAILAND LOSES TOBACCO CASE – AGAIN: The WTO has again ruled against Thailand in a long-running 
tobacco feud with the Philippines. The case relates to the customs treatment of tobacco shipments in 
2002 and 2003. It has been before the WTO for 11 years. Thailand has now lost 3 dispute panel hearings. 
 
AUSTRALIA’S 2020 SUGAR ALLOCATION: Australia has received the 4th-largest tariff rate quota for raw 
cane sugar in 2020. Its allocation of 87,402 metric tons is the same as that given by the US to Australia for 
2019. The Dominican Republic, Brazil and the Philippines are the only economies with bigger allocations. 
 
HONG KONG-CHILE INVESTMENT AGREEMENT STARTS: An investment agreement between Hong Kong 
and Chile, signed in 2016, came into force during the week. Hong Kong now has investment agreements 
in force with 20 different economies including Australia, New Zealand and ASEAN. 
 
NZ CONTINUES TO CHASE US FTA: Foreign Minister Peters has again called on the US to agree to negotiate 
a bilateral FTA with New Zealand. Speaking in Washington DC, he said an FTA would have strong strategic 
importance and provide substance to President Trump’s offer of bilateral trade engagement in the region. 
 
AUSTRALIA BOOSTS WTO ACTION: Australia, Brazil and Guatemala have boosted action at the WTO by 
seeking a dispute panel to consider a complaint against Indian sugar subsidies. Trade Minister Birmingham 
said strong action was needed against the subsidies which had driven prices to unsustainable lows. 
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