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INDIA DISPUTES SUGAR CLAIM: India has disputed claims by Australia, Brazil and Guatemala that its sugar 
policies breach trade rules saying the measures are aimed at preventing the exploitation of farmers. The 
WTO Dispute Settlement Body will further discuss the establishment of a panel to consider the complaints. 
 
AUSTRALIAN WINE EXPORT VALUE GROWS: Exports of Australian wine continue to grow. Exports by value 
in the latest year grew by 4% to $2.86 billion. China was the biggest market accounting for $1.2 billion 
followed by the US, UK and Canada. Wine Australia says Australia exports 63% of its wine production. 
 
US TRADE OFFICIALS HEAD FOR CHINA: USTR Lighthizer is expected in China next week for a new round 
of trade negotiations between the two economies. It will be the first face-to-face talks since Presidents 
Trump and Xi met in Japan at the G20 in June. Two rounds of telephone diplomacy have been held since. 
 
CHINA TAKES SHINE OFF STAINLESS STEEL: China this week implemented dumping duties of between 18% 
and 103% on stainless steel billet and hot-rolled stainless steel plate/coil from Japan, Indonesia and the 
EU. The duties will be levied for five years. Korea avoided the duties by agreeing to a price commitment. 
 
SAMOA RATIFIES PACIFIC TRADE PACT: Samoa has become the third economy to ratify the Pacific Pacer 
Plus trade agreement. It follows Australia and New Zealand. The Pacific Pacer Plus is regarded as a 
developmental trade agreement and will take effect when 8 of the 11 signatories complete ratification. 
 
RCEP NEGOTIATORS SPEND WEEK IN CHINA: Negotiators for RCEP (ASEAN + Australia, China, India, Japan, 
Korea and NZ) have been in Zhengzhou this week for a 27th round of talks. The talks will continue until July 
31. A sticking point has been India’s unwillingness to give significant market access to other economies. 
 
AUSTRALIAN TRADE MINISTER HEADS FOR CHINA: Trade Minister Birmingham is heading for China for 
the first visit by an Australian Cabinet Minister since the re-election of the Coalition Government in May. 
A key meeting for the Trade Minister will be an RCEP Ministerial meeting in Beijing on August 2-3. 
 
GLOBAL TRADE BARRIERS CONTINUE TO SPIKE: WTO director Azevedo has spoken out against trade-
restrictive measures saying 38 new measures including tariff hikes, import bans, import taxes and export 
duties were implemented between October and May. The trade coverage of the measures was $US340b. 
 
US SEEKS THAI ACTION TO CUT TRADE DEFICIT: US and Thai trade officials met in Bangkok this week where 
the US pressed for action to reduce its goods trade deficit with the ASEAN economy. Officials also 
discussed a review by the US of tariff preferences for Thai goods because of restrictions on pork imports. 
 
US CONTINUES TO HIKE DUMPING ACTIONS: The US has initiated 172 dumping and subsidy investigations 
under the Trump Administration – 219% more than in the comparable period of the Obama 
Administration. The latest affirmative ruling by US Commerce affects steel racks imported from China. 
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