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AUSTRALIA WANTS BUSINESS COMMENT: A  contentious issue in Australia-EU FTA talks has come to the 
fore with Trade Minister Birmingham inviting businesses and farmers to comment on an EU proposal to 
restrict the use of 408 food and spirit names including dairy, meat, smallgood and beer product names.  
 
INDONESIA HIT BY SUBSIDY DUTIES: Palm oil battles continue with Indonesian biodiesel taking a hit this 
week when the European Commission imposed anti-subsidy duties of up to 18 per cent. Indonesian 
producers were alleged to benefit from grants, tax benefits and below market price raw materials. 
 
MALAYSIA EMBROILED IN US INQUIRY: The US is investigating whether importers of some corrosion-
resistant steel products from Malaysia, South Africa, Costa Rica, Guatemala and the UAE are dodging 
dumping and subsidy duties by only making a minor alteration to steel substrate from China and Taiwan. 
 
US STALLS ON CHINA TARIFFS: Christmas gifts may have escaped a tariff hike this week when the US 
delayed a 10 per cent tariff hike on a range of consumer goods including cell phones, laptop computers, 
video games and computer monitors. The tariff hike will be delayed from September 1 until December 15. 
 
KOREA SEEKS GREEN LIGHT TO RETALIATE: Korea has asked the WTO to approve its planned retaliation 
against what it claims has been a failure by the US to comply with anti-dumping dispute rulings related to 
tubes used in oil and gas production. It is estimated any retaliation would be valued at $350 million. 
 
PAKISTAN PURSUES AUSTRALIAN TRADE GROWTH: Commerce Secretary Sukhera has met with High 
Commissioner Shaw in Islamabad to explore ways to boost trade between the two economies. Australian 
goods and services exports to Pakistan in 2018 totalled $1.24 billion. Imports totalled $500 million. 
 
SAMOA RATIFIES PACER PLUS: Samoa has joined Australia and New Zealand in ratifying the PACER Plus 
FTA. The trade agreement signatories include Tonga, Cook Islands and Vanuatu. It is viewed as a facilitator 
to regional development and will enter force when 8 of 11 economies complete ratification. 
 
INDIA TALKS UP TRADE IN VLADIVOSTOK: India has sought to boost its trade to Russia with Commerce 
Minister Goyal this week leading a high-powered delegation of five Chief Ministers and 140 companies to 
Vladivostok. Two hundred Russian companies met with their Indian counterparts.  
 
AUSTRALIA TO BAN WASTE EXPORTS: Australia is working on a timetable to ban the export of waste 
plastic, paper, glass and tyres. The initiative was agreed at a Council of Australian Governments meeting. 
A number of waste shipments have been rejected in recent months by regional economies.  
 
US TARGETS VANITY CABINETS & KEGS: The US continues its anti-dumping and subsidy crusade. The latest 
casualties are wooden cabinets and vanities from China with duties of up to 229% and stainless-steel kegs 
from Mexico with duties of up to 18%. The US currently has 490 dumping and subsidy orders in place. 
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