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ANZAC FARMERS FACE NEW CHALLENGE: Australian and New Zealand farmers can expect tougher price 
competition for their produce exports to Japan following a bilateral trade agreement between the US and 
Japan. President Trump and Prime Minister Abe are to sign the agreement in New York in September. 
 
US & CHINA TO RESUME TRADE TALKS: Despite tariff hikes, heated Twitter barbs and responses and 
global market upsets earlier in the week, US and China negotiators will meet again soon. President Trump 
said China had reached out for a resumption in talks because it had been badly hurt by the trade dispute. 
 
MORRISON CALLS FOR RULE UPDATE: Australian Prime Minister Morrison has called for an update to 
global trade rules to accommodate the rise of China. He said the rules that had worked in the past would 
not work in the future if there was not a level playing field. “It’s important this gets addressed,” he said. 
 
US CORN FARMERS GAIN FROM JAPANESE PEST: US corn producers, embroiled in the US-China trade 
war, are on the cusp of major new shipments to Japan. Prime Minister Abe says Japan will be making early 
purchases of US corn following significant domestic crop losses caused by a spread of armyworm larvae. 
 
AUSTRALIA SEEKS EARLY RATIFICATION: Trade Minister Birmingham says the Government is committed 
to swiftly ratifying new FTAs with Indonesia and Hong Kong. As Parliament’s Joint Treaties Committee 
began public hearings to consider the FTAs, he called on the Opposition Labor Party to support the deals. 
 
FARM EXPORTERS SUPPORT NEW TRADE AGREEMENTS: Australia’s agriculture sector including red meat, 
wine, grain, pork, dairy and sugar cane have this week made submissions to Parliament’s Joint Treaty 
Committee supporting the early ratification of new FTAs with Indonesia and Hong Kong.  
 
UNIONS QUERY HONG KONG FTA: Australia’s new free trade agreement with Hong Kong has come under 
challenge from two trade unions. The Electrical Trades Union and the National Tertiary Education Union 
have opposed ratification of the FTA saying it fails to meet human rights and labour law standards. 
 
RCEP MINISTERS HEAD TO BANGKOK: Trade Ministers from the RCEP (ASEAN + 6) economies are 
scheduled to be heading for Bangkok for a critical meeting next weekend as negotiators seek to reach 
agreement to a major trade deal encompassing half the world’s population and 30% of global GDP. 
 
MALAYSIA IMPOSES PROVISIONAL DUMPING DUTIES: Malaysia this week imposed provisional anti-
dumping duties of up to 26.39% on cold rolled coils of iron or non-alloy steel imported from China, Japan, 
Korea and Vietnam. The duties will apply until December when a final anti-dumping decision is due. 
 
KOREA & UK AGREE TO TRADE CONTINUITY: Trade Minister Yoo has signed a trade continuity agreement 
with her UK counterpart Truss. The agreement, signed in London, focuses on maintaining bilateral trade 
relations at the same level as the Korea-EU FTA in the event of a no-deal Brexit. 

 CHATTO CREEK ADVISORY PTY LIMITED 
ABN: 34 613 546 142 

TRADE POLICY ADVISORS - GOVERNMENT ENGAGEMENT STRATEGISTS 
www.chattocreek.com.au 

© Copyright - All Rights Reserved. To unsubscribe from this newsletter, please email rgscoular@chattocreek.com.au 

 

 


