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AUSTRALIA’S BIG TRADE SURPLUS: Australia this week reported a record trade surplus and its first current 
account surplus in 44 years. Trade Minister Birmingham welcomed the strong results, but cautioned that 
global trade tensions remained a concern to Australia. 
 
TRUMP WARNS CHINA TO HURRY UP: President Trump warned China this week not to delay concluding 
a new trade agreement between the two economies in the hope of a new administration after the 2020 
election. In a Twitter message, he promised to be “much tougher” after he won the election. 
 
CHINA’S CANBERRA AMBASSADOR DESCRIBES US AS TRADE BULLY: Ambassador Cheng put pen to paper 
this week to accuse the US of breaking trade rules, wrecking the multilateral system and threatening global 
supply chains. Writing in The Australian Financial Review, Cheng accused the US of trade bullying. 
 
AUSTRALIA CONTINUES FTA RATIFICATIONS: Australia’s ratification of bilateral trade agreements with 
Hong Kong and Indonesia continues with Parliament’s Joint Treaties Committee scheduled to hold a public 
hearing in Canberra on Monday. It will follow earlier public hearings in Melbourne, Sydney and Perth. 
 
MALAYSIA & KOREA FTA NEGOTIATORS MEET: Negotiators from Malaysia and Korea met in Seoul this 
week for a 3rd round of negotiations since July. In addition to an FTA with ASEAN, Korea is seeking to 
conclude bilateral FTAs with a number of ASEAN economies before a Korea-ASEAN Summit in November. 
 
CHINA FILES WTO COMPLAINT: China this week began dispute action at the WTO over President Trump’s 
latest tariff hikes against Chinese goods. It claims the tariffs are inconsistent with global trade rules. The 
15% tariffs, which applied from September 1, cover $125 billion of goods. 
 
ALL TRADE EYES ON BANGKOK: Trade Ministers from the RCEP (ASEAN + Australia, China, India, Japan, 
Korea and New Zealand) economies will be in Bangkok on Sunday for a seventh ministerial meeting as 
they seek to find a way of delivering comprehensive regional free trade agreement by the end of the year. 
 
US LAUNCHES STEEL DUMPING DUTIES AGAINST CHINA & MEXICO: The US Commerce Department this 
week announced preliminary dumping duties on fabricated structural steel imported from China and 
Mexico. A final ruling on the duties, of up to 141.38% and 30.58% respectively, is due in January 2020. 
 
AUSTRALIA SEARCHES OUT TRADE BARRIERS: The Export Council of Australia is urging businesses to 
report out on the export and import barriers they encounter saying the Government can’t assist to solve 
what it doesn’t know. It has helped establish a new Trade Barriers Register at www.tradebarriers.com.au 
 
EUROPE PREPARES FOR WTO ROADBLOCK: The European Commission this week paved the way for 
handling new dispute hearings at the WTO.  It proposes to use interim appeal arbitration with third 
countries. A current impasse means the WTO Appellate Body will be unable to function beyond December.  
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