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BUFFALO, NY - As a commemoration of Black History Month 2014, 

Roswell Park Cancer Institute (RPCI) will host the first-ever Queen 

City Black Film Festival throughout the month of February. The series, 

produced in collaboration with the African-American Roswell 

Employee Network (AREN) and Western New York Minority Media 

Professionals Inc. (WNYMMP), will feature screenings of 

independently produced short films that star or were written, produced 

or directed by African-Americans. 

  

“The purpose of our film festival is to promote independent storytelling 

in an effort to unite, inform and inspire a broad and diverse audience,” 

said AREN President Terry Alford. 

  

“The audiences that join us for these screenings will share in the 

discovery of innovative and unique films, and will also have a chance 

to hear directly from local film experts before and after the screenings,” 

added Michael Quinniey, Chairman of WNYMMP, a nonprofit 

organization committed to promoting social and educational 

opportunities through media for underserved youth residing throughout 

Western New York. 

  

Kezia Pearson, a Buffalo-area filmmaker, author, fashion designer and 

educator, is also helping to organize the festival. 

 

 
 

The mission of Roswell Park Cancer Institute (RPCI) is to understand, 

prevent and cure cancer. Founded in 1898, RPCI is one of the first 

cancer centers in the country to be named a National Cancer Institute-

designated comprehensive cancer center and remains the only facility 

with this designation in Upstate New York. The Institute is a member of 

the prestigious National Comprehensive Cancer Network, an alliance 

of the nation’s leading cancer centers; maintains affiliate sites; and is 

a partner in national and international collaborative programs.  



 

The name of the African-American Employee Network and 

Resource Group at Roswell Park Cancer Institute, located at Elm & 

Carlton Streets in Buffalo, New York is called the African-

American Roswell Employee Network (also referred to as 

“AREN”). AREN allows Roswell Park-African-American 

employees to (1) provide balance and support to African-American 

employees at Roswell Park in need of professional enhancement & 

development; (2) look to serve as a bridge between the WNY-

African-American community and to the Roswell Park community; 

and, (3) to investigate opportunities whereby both AREN members 

and Roswell Park can find ways that will better the WNY-African-

American community socially, culturally, economically—all as a 

result of living in cancer-free conditions. 

 

The mission of AREN is to improve the quality of life for all 

African-Americans within their communities and to enhance their 

educational and employment opportunities by: 

 

1. Promoting Roswell Park Cancer Institute as a progressively 

diversified and inclusive environment in which African-

American employees are supported in all aspects of their culture, 

historical significance, and societal relevancy; and, 

2. By educating, enriching and informing the larger Roswell Park 

Cancer Institute community of the rich cultural contributions of 

African-Americans to the advancement of research, medicine 

and overall societal wellness. 

Terry Alford 



Thursday, February 27th • 4:30pm to 5:30pm 

 

~ Colored My Mind ~ 
Directed by Nia T. Hill 

 

Tisha Campbell-Martin along with four other mothers-Tammy 

McCrary, Shannon Nash, LaDonna Hughley and Donna Hunter ..are 

our guides as they explore the overlooked world of autism, in 

particular in the Black and Brown communities. Through these ladies, 

we uncover the truths about why some Black and Brown children are 

not receiving the same medical diagnoses or are misdiagnosed. And 

through their stories, the narratives explore sadness, strength, joy and 

the ultimate hope that binds us all to fight for a better tomorrow. 

 
~ A Different Tree ~ 

Written by MFA film student Victoria Rose  

Directed by Steven Caple Jr. 
 

“A Different Tree” follows Pearl Washington (Morgan Ashley) as she 

must complete her family tree assignment for school, which forces her 

to face the pain of having a fatherless childhood. She feels ashamed 

and alienated, because unlike the other children in her class, half of her 

family tree is completely empty. 

 
 

~ All for Jessica ~ 
Written/Produced/Directed by Brigid Turner 

 

“The love that a man has for his woman.... True Love Does Exist!” 

Brigid has directed and choreographed dances for music videos. As to 

date, she has directed 5 short films. She is currently perfecting her craft 

by engaging in various studies in the areas that will enhance her ability 

to advance in her career.  



Thursday, February 27th • 4:30pm to 5:30pm 

 
~ The Christmas Tree ~ 

Directed by Angel Kristi Williams 
 

When recently divorced Warren Williams picks up his 8-year-old 

daughter Rasheeda on Christmas Eve, he has one goal; to take her to a 

tree farm to choose and cut down their very own Christmas tree. This 

is his only gift to her as he has fallen victim to the economic 

depression. Through an unfortunate turn of events he looses his tree 

and with no money and the night slipping away, Warren is forced to 

make tough decisions while his daughter watches on. 

 
~ PROSPECT ~ 

Directed by Derrick Perry 
 

A Brooklyn photographer searching for inspiration, has a chance 

encounter with a mysterious woman in Prospect Park. What starts as a 

simple acquaintance winds down a complicated path, that will leave 

him forever changed. Derrick Perry is a writer/director based in 

Brooklyn, New York. He received a degree in Visual Media from 

American University in Washington D.C., where his student project 

"The Gift of Sight" was awarded a grant from Eastman Kodak. After 

relocating to New York City, Perry worked as a freelance editor, 

before moving into directing music videos and original content for 

brands such as CBS, Puma, Walmart, and Live Nation. 

 
~ Chicago Blues~ 

Directed by Vaun Monroe 
 

An embattled inner city pastor and a desperate record producer battle 

to control the voice of a once in a generation young singer. 



Kezia Pearson 
www.ke3ia.com • xipatrick@gmail.com 

facebook.com/keziapearson • twitter.com/keziapearson 
 

Kezia Pearson has worked for the Buffalo Board of 

Education for 15 years. The first part of her career was 

spent teaching mathematics to 7th and 8th grade students. 

She now teaches English Language Arts. 

 

She obtained her Bachelors of Arts in English and Master 

of Arts and Humanities in Film and Performance from the 

University of New York at Buffalo. 

 

Kezia is heavily into the arts. She writes poetry, short 

stories, and screenplays. She‟s taught creative writing at 

James Madison University for the institute, shoots 

photography as well as video for existing and up and 

coming entertainment artist, and 

designs clothes.  She has dressed 

national recording artist as well as 

talk show hosts. More recently she 

has added published author to her 

list of credentials. Kezia looks to 

turn her novelette, „Covered 

Mirrors‟, into a short film 

s e r i e s  an d  i s 

presently working 

on her next 

book. 



 

W.N.Y.M.M.P 
Western New York Minority Media Professionals 

 
Celebrating 

the 100th Anniversary 
of the 

BROADWAY THEATRE 
1914-2014 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
One of only 23 historic African-African theatres 

remaining in the United States out of 2500. 

1 of 2 remaining in New York State out of 77. 

From African-American Theater Buildings: 

An Illustrated Historical Directory 

1900-1955 by Eric Ledell Smith 
 

Please Donate To The Restoration 
www.thebroadwaytheatre.net 



The Inaugural 

“Where Dreams Are Born” 
 

Sponsored By: 

www.roswellpark.org www.wnymmp.org 

www.wbbz.tv www.localedgemedia.com  


