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Step into conversation
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Given text: The philosopher, the writer, the journalist—and many others—work at cultivating distance in relationship even as they stand in the present. Why do that? The work of analysis, of illustrating via story and reportage all require distance for the facts to sort themselves. Just like the passage of time has a way of revealing what was important
ten, twenty and two hundred years ago. Just like the artist learns to imagine a two-dimensional plane to begin to make marks with/on their media. Distance starts to open a way forward by helping us see differently. Presence demands attention—that’s the human piece of empathy and mercy. Sometimes we need to slip from present to distant and back
again. All the while avoiding absence. My conversation with the hospice chaplain reminded me of the help a bit of distance brings to sufferers and those in grief. The person slightly distant brings a perspective the sufferer may need to hear, though that perspective may not be immediately welcome. Best if that slightly distant perspective comes
wrapped in empathy and mercy. But even at work we can cultivate a bit of distance for the sake of clarity. When the boss pontificates it doesn’t hurt to ask why she does so and what rhetorical goals her sermon serves. And even at home we can mingle distance and presence: staying present with family (versus attaching to whatever screen or podcast
holds our attention) is the first order of business. But we bring perspective when we step back. We need presence and distance to move forward. Absence rarely aids progress. 1. Phrases that signal the start or continuation of a conversation 2. Words and phrases used to invite participation from others 3. Expressions useful in meetings and group
discussions 4. Questions seeking clarification on points discussed 5. Requests for time to speak 6. Interjections expressing opinions 7. Techniques for drawing others into a conversation 8. Phrases used to introduce suggestions or ideas If you're trying to interrupt someone in a professional setting, there are some polite ways to do it without being too
casual. Instead of saying "Can I interject?" try using phrases like "Before we move on to the next point, may I add..." or "Pardon me." If you're unsure about what someone said, you can ask them to clarify by saying "Could you explain that a little more?" or "Do you mean that...?" You want to be clear and make sure everyone has time to gather their
thoughts. If you have a strong opinion, don't be afraid to share it. Just say "I think..." or "I agree/disagree with what you said." If someone else seems shy or quiet, try asking for their opinion by saying "What's your thought on this?" You can also use phrases like "Personally, I believe..." or "The way I see it..." to share your opinion. If you want to make a
suggestion, you could say "It would be interesting to..." or "Why don't we...?" When the conversation is wrapping up, people often think about what happens next. They realize that learning more vocabulary makes them better communicators and thinkers. You will learn to craft phrases that fit your personal style to smoothly interrupt conversations.
Practice using these techniques to boost confidence in your conversation skills. Don’t feel obligated to use these exact words; simply speak up and contribute to the conversation. These 75 phrases can aid in navigating fast-talking or loud individuals, helping you manage tricky conversations. Sometimes, you need to take charge and assert yourself. Be
fearless and explore these 75 words and phrases to confidently interrupt in any American English conversation. You deserve to join in; others want you to. Don’t be shy - start now! Rather than simply providing answers, consider taking a deeper dive into your responses by explaining why you arrived at a particular conclusion. This approach can
facilitate a richer conversation and foster meaningful connections among players. To get started, download our Conversation Cards here! Thanks for joining us today, everyone! I wish you all a fantastic week and an incredible summer ahead. Be sure to visit my blog for even more creative inspiration and project ideas!



