“HYPOCRISY”
Luke 12:1-3

	“Finding himself desperately in need of money, a man went to the city zoo, hoping to get a job feeding the animals. Although no such opportunity was available, the manager, seeing the size and strength of the applicant, suddenly got an idea.
	‘You know,’ he said, ‘there are few creatures who attract attention like a gorilla. Unfortunately, one died yesterday. If we got you a special fur suit, would you be willing to imitate him for a few days?’
	The hungry man agreed to try. He was quite successful as he beat his chest, bellowed, and shook the bars of his cage—much to the amusement of visitors who said they had never seen a gorilla with such intelligence.
	One day, while swinging on his trapeze, he accidentally lost his grip and landed in the lion’s den. The huge beast gave a ferocious roar. Backing away, the impostor realized he couldn’t cry for assistance without revealing that he was a fake. He retreated, hoping to crawl back over the fence into his own cage. The lion, however, followed him.
	Finally in desperation he yelled, ‘HELP!’ Immediately the lion said in an undertone, ‘Shut up, stupid! You’ll get both fired!’” H.G. BOSCH

“A Pastor had been preaching on the importance of daily Bible reading. He and his wife were invited for a meal at a particular parishioner’s house. While there, the Pastor’s wife saw a note that the hostess had written on her kitchen calendar: ‘Pastor/Mrs. For dinner—dust all Bibles.’” 
-READER’S DIGEST (March 1990, p. 129)

A hypocrite is one that has been defined as: an actor under an assumed character; a stage player; a counterfeit; a sham; a pretender and one who wears a mask. It is a sin of deception! It is said that there are two forms of hypocrisy: 
1. Professing to believe something and acting contrary.
2. Looking down on others when we are also flawed.

This sin is one that all here must guard against! It can easily become a stronghold in our lives. A study of this sin can cause us to examine our own hearts to make sure we are real and not a hypocrite.

I.	DISPLAYS THE FLESH
Mt 15:7-8 Ye hypocrites, well did Esaias prophesy of you, saying, This people draweth nigh unto me with their mouth, and honoureth me with their lips; but their heart is far from me.
Mt 23:23-25, 27 Woe unto you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! for ye pay tithe of mint and anise and cummin, and have omitted the weightier matters of the law, judgment, mercy, and faith: these ought ye to have done, and not to leave the other undone. Ye blind guides, which strain at a gnat, and swallow a camel. Woe unto you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! for ye make clean the outside of the cup and of the platter, but within they are full of extortion and excess…Woe unto you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! for ye are like unto whited sepulchres, which indeed appear beautiful outward, but are within full of dead men's bones, and of all uncleanness.

The first thing we see the Word of God says about hypocrites is they major on the outside and neglect the inside. This means that what others can see and hear they make sure appears to be clean and right, but inside they are not the same. In other words, the sin of hypocrisy emphasizes the what others see and hear and neglect what God knows is true!

II.	DENOUNCES OTHERS
Lu 6:42 Either how canst thou say to thy brother, Brother, let me pull out the mote that is in thine eye, when thou thyself beholdest not the beam that is in thine own eye? Thou hypocrite, cast out first the beam out of thine own eye, and then shalt thou see clearly to pull out the mote that is in thy brother's eye.
Lu 13:14-16 And the ruler of the synagogue answered with indignation, because that Jesus had healed on the sabbath day, and said unto the people, There are six days in which men ought to work: in them therefore come and be healed, and not on the sabbath day. The Lord then answered him, and said, Thou hypocrite, doth not each one of you on the sabbath loose his ox or his ass from the stall, and lead him away to watering? And ought not this woman, being a daughter of Abraham, whom Satan hath bound, lo, these eighteen years, be loosed from this bond on the sabbath day?

The point is hypocrites emphasize what they think are the faults of others while they are guilty of the same or more! It is easy to criticize others and overlook what are glaring faults in ourselves. Hypocrites do this!

A young couple moved into a new neighborhood. The next morning while they are eating breakfast, the young woman saw her neighbor hanging her wash to dry. “That laundry is not very clean,” she said. “She doesn’t know how to wash correctly. Perhaps she needs better laundry soap.” Her husband looked on, but remained silent. Every time her neighbor hung her wash to dry, the young woman repeated her observations about the dirty laundry. 
About one month later, the woman was surprised to see a nice clean wash on the line and said to her husband: “Look, she has learned how to wash correctly. I wonder who taught her this?” 
The husband said, “I got up early this morning and cleaned our windows.”
Source: Unknown
Submitted by the homiletics class of West Coast Baptist College

III.	DESIRES MAN’S PRAISE 
Lu 11:43-44 Woe unto you, Pharisees! for ye love the uppermost seats in the synagogues, and greetings in the markets. Woe unto you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! for ye are as graves which appear not, and the men that walk over them are not aware of them.
Mt 6:1-2, 5, 16  Take heed that ye do not your alms before men, to be seen of them: otherwise ye have no reward of your Father which is in heaven. Therefore when thou doest thine alms, do not sound a trumpet before thee, as the hypocrites do in the synagogues and in the streets, that they may have glory of men. Verily I say unto you, They have their reward. ..And when thou prayest, thou shalt not be as the hypocrites are: for they love to pray standing in the synagogues and in the corners of the streets, that they may be seen of men. Verily I say unto you, They have their reward…Moreover when ye fast, be not, as the hypocrites, of a sad countenance: for they disfigure their faces, that they may appear unto men to fast. Verily I say unto you, They have their reward.

The hypocrites mentioned in these verses had the motive of man’s praise as their goal. They were living to please men. They wanted to be recognized as great among men and have the glory of men upon them. The stronghold of hypocrisy puts the praise of man above the approval of God. Ga 1:10 ¶ For do I now persuade men, or God? or do I seek to please men? for if I yet pleased men, I should not be the servant of Christ.

IV.	DISREGARDS GOD
While these other points are bad enough to steer us away from the stronghold of hypocrisy, I submit to you the worst thing about this sin is—it disregards God! As we consider the following that hypocrisy disregards about God, let us determine to be genuine and not fakes!

A. Disregards God’s Knowledge
The first thing we see that hypocrisy disregards about God is His knowledge! We are reminded that hypocrites put on a show in front of man and appear to be something they really are not. However, this clearly disregards the truth that God knows all things. He knows when one is being genuine or a fake. 

Mt 22:18 But Jesus perceived their wickedness, and said, Why tempt ye me, ye hypocrites?
Lu 16:15 And he said unto them, Ye are they which justify yourselves before men; but God knoweth your hearts: for that which is highly esteemed among men is abomination in the sight of God.
Heb 4:13 Neither is there any creature that is not manifest in his sight: but all things are naked and opened unto the eyes of him with whom we have to do.
1Jo 3:20 ¶ For if our heart condemn us, God is greater than our heart, and knoweth all things.
Ps 147:5 Great is our Lord, and of great power: his understanding is infinite.
Eze 11:5 And the Spirit of the LORD fell upon me, and said unto me, Speak; Thus saith the LORD; Thus have ye said, O house of Israel: for I know the things that come into your mind, every one of them.

Hypocrisy completely ignores the fact that God knows! We cannot wear a mask with the Lord! 

B. Disregards God’s Command
The second thing we see that hypocrisy disregards about God is His clear command to refrain from it. 

Pr 24:28 ¶ Be not a witness against thy neighbour without cause; and deceive not with thy lips.
1Pe 2:1-2 Wherefore laying aside all malice, and all guile, and hypocrisies, and envies, and all evil speakings, As newborn babes, desire the sincere milk of the word, that ye may grow thereby:
James 4:8 Draw nigh to God, and he will draw nigh to you. Cleanse your hands, ye sinners; and purify your hearts, ye double minded.
Lu 12:1 ¶ In the mean time, when there were gathered together an innumerable multitude of people, insomuch that they trode one upon another, he began to say unto his disciples first of all, Beware ye of the leaven of the Pharisees, which is hypocrisy.

We are to live in complete subjection to the commands of God! In His precious Word, He has commanded us to stay away from hypocrisy and be genuine. We are commanded to be real and not fake. Hypocrisy disregards God’s command.

C. Disregards God’s Judgment
Lu 12:2 For there is nothing covered, that shall not be revealed; neither hid, that shall not be known.
Ro 2:6 Who will render to every man according to his deeds:
Ro 14:12 So then every one of us shall give account of himself to God.
The point I am trying to make here is God has promised that we all have a judgment day with Him. However, hypocrisy acts as if the only thing to be concerned with is what man thinks right now. We will all stand before God someday. Those who have put on a show that they are saved, will be revealed that day and will be cast away from God for all eternity! Mt 24:50-51 The lord of that servant shall come in a day when he looketh not for him, and in an hour that he is not aware of, And shall cut him asunder, and appoint him his portion with the hypocrites: there shall be weeping and gnashing of teeth. Those who are God’s child but still live a life of hypocrisy will stand before the judgment seat of Christ where the mask will be removed! 2Co 5:10 For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ; that every one may receive the things done in his body, according to that he hath done, whether it be good or bad.

Hypocrisy disregards the fact that we have a judgment day with God! Don’t let this happen to you!

CONCLUSION
Hypocrisy is a stronghold that everyone needs to be on guard against. Abraham Lincoln said, “If if is a crime to make a counterfeit dollar, it is ten thousand times worse to make a counterfeit man.” It is so easy to try and put on a show in front of people and neglect the heart that God sees. As you consider the stronghold of hypocrisy, can you truly say that you are who you seem to be in front of people? Are you living a life without a mask? Are you real? God knows and will judge us all one day. Are we truly ready for His righteous judgment?

INVITATION
1. Are you truly a child of God?
2. Are you a hypocrite?
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