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feel heard. “One thing we do 
that puts customers at ease is 
offer a single point of contact 
for the entire project who 
listens to your needs. You get 
the same person from initial 
meeting to measuring and 
designing, through coordi-
nating the installation.”

2. Get a sense of your budget. Sure, prices can vary widely 
depending on materials, but if you start with a dollar range in mind, 
the designer can work with you to fit your choices into your budget. 
Beck suggests a little Google research — or even watching a few 
home renovation shows on television — to get an idea of average 
costs before you visit designers.

3. Think about how you use your room. How many cooks are in the 
family? Do you want an island for prep work? What are morning bathroom 
schedules like? When Cumberland Kitchen and Bath pros come out to mea-
sure your space, they’ll also sit with you and ask lots of questions to get a 
sense of how you use your space and what you need to make it work for 
your family, your schedules and traffic patterns. Together you’ll work up a 
wish list and then add and subtract items in the design process to fit your 
needs and budget.

4. Know what you’re buying. When it comes to materials, quality and 
craftsmanship are important. Don’t be afraid to ask questions about cabinet 
construction and where they are made. For countertops, check out the pros 
and cons of different materials. Cumberland Kitchen and Bath Design Center 
sells American-made cabinetry, and Beck likes Cambria quartz countertops 
for their durability and the National Sanitation Foundation (NSF) certi-
fication. HD

Cumberland Kitchen and Bath Design Center, 1764 Mendon Rd., Cumberland, 
334-7317, cumberlandkitchen.com. 

Ak i t c h e n  o r  b at h  r e m o d e l  i n v o lv e s  m a n y  c h o i c e s  a n d   
decisions. Is your style modern or traditional or maybe transitional? And 
that’s just the beginning. 

“That’s what we’re here for,” says Rita Beck. Beck is co-owner of  
Cumberland Kitchen and Bath Design Center, where she leads a team of 
experienced interior designers and installation pros. “We help from start to 
finish — layout, color coordination, material choices — and you’ll see every-
thing put together in a computer schematic.” 

To help get you started on your own remodel, Beck offers her four golden 
rules for gorgeous results.

1. Make sure you’re comfortable with the company — and the designer 
— you choose. You’ll be spending four to six weeks with them in an inten-
sive project, so you need to feel free to ask questions, explore options and 

Rita Beck of Cumberland Kitchen and Bath Design Center 
shares her tips for a successful project. bY DIANE M. STERRETT   

there are cabinetry and countertop choices for all tastes and styles. 
these kitchens and baths show a wide range of cambria quartz 
countertops and Waypoint cabinets, from sleek and modern to classic 
and traditional, all from cumberland kitchen and bath Design center.

Remodeling Basics
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