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Then and now: food export restrictions during two crisis
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As a share of global trade (calories)* Number of countries with export restrictions

Note: * global trade is defined on non-intra EU trade flows, and for 
unprocessed food products and exclusing sugar.

Source: Laborde (2020), IFPRI
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STEP 3: 
UNDERSTANDING 
VULNERABILITIES

Sub-Saharan Africa, developing

Country/Region
Exposure -
Share  of II

Exposure -
CFC per 

employee

Exposure –
GO per ag 

worker

Exposure -
Share of ag 

export

Overall
supply

exposure

Exposure -
Share  of food 

expends

Exposure -
Share of ag 

import

Overall 
demand

exposure

Botswana Int. Low High High Low Int. High Int. Low Int. Low Int. Low

Mauritius Int. High Int. High Int. High High Int. High Int. High High High

South Africa High Int. High Int. High Int. Low Int. High Int. Low Low Low

Benin Int. Low Low Low High Int. Low High High High

Burundi Int. High Low Low High Int. Low High Int. High High

Cabo Verde Int. Low Int. Low Int. Low High Int. Low High

Côte d'Ivoire Low Int. Low Int. Low High Int. Low High Int. High High

Equatorial Guinea
Int. High Int. Low Int. Low Low Int. Low Int. High High High

Gabon Int. High Int. High Int. Low Low Int. Low Int. Low High Int. High

Guinea-Bissau Int. Low Low Low High Int. Low High High High

Malawi Int. Low Low Low High Int. Low High Int. High High

Namibia Int. Low Int. High Int. Low Int. Low Int. Low Int. Low Int. Low Int. Low

Seychelles Int. High Int. Low Low High Int. Low High Int. Low Int. High

Swaziland Low Int. Low Int. Low High Int. Low High High High

Uganda Int. Low Low Low High Int. Low Int. High Int. High Int. High

Zimbabwe Int. High Int. Low Low High Int. Low High Int. High High

Angola Int. Low Int. Low Low Low Low High Int. High High

Burkina Faso Low Low Low High Low High Int. Low Int. High

Cameroon Low Low Low High Low High Int. High High

Central African 
Republic

Low Low Low Int. Low Low High Int. High High

Chad Low Low Low Low Low High Int. High High

Comoros Low Low Low High Low High High High

Congo Low Low Low Low Low Int. High Int. High Int. High

Democratic Republic 
of the Congo

Low Low Low Low Low High Int. High High

Eritrea Int. Low Low Low Low Low High

Ethiopia Low Low Low High Low Int. High Low Int. Low

Gambia Low Low Low High Low Int. High High High

Ghana Low Low Low High Low Int. High Int. High Int. High

Guinea Low Low Low Low Low High High High

Kenya Low Low Low High Low Int. High Int. High Int. High

Lesotho Low Low Low Int. Low Low Int. High High High

Liberia Low Low Int. Low Int. Low Low Int. Low Low Low

Madagascar Low Low Low High Low High Int. High High

Mali Low Low Int. Low Int. High Low High Int. High High

Mauritania Low Low Low Int. High Low High High High

Mozambique Low Low Low Int. Low Low High Int. High High

Niger Low Low Low High Low Int. High High High

Nigeria Int. Low Low Int. Low Low Low Int. High Int. Low Int. Low

Rwanda Low Low Low High Low High Int. High High

Sao Tome and 
Principe

Low Low Low High Low High High High

Senegal Low Low Low Int. High Low High High High

Sierra Leone Low Low Low Int. High Low Int. High High High

South Sudan Low Low Low Int. Low Low High

Togo Low Low Low Int. Low Low Int. High Low Int. Low

United Republic of 
Tanzania

Low Low Low High Low High Int. Low Int. High

Zambia Int. Low Low Low Int. Low Low High Low Int. Low

http://www.fao.org/3/ca8430en/ca8430en.pdf


What	to	do?

Food Systems 
Transformation



What to do?

Meet immediate needs of vulnerable populations:  Urgent increases in food availability from 
smallholder farmer food production

Food Systems Transformation



What to do?

Food Systems Transformation

Meet immediate needs of vulnerable populations: Issues on trade and tax policies

Immediately review trade and
taxation policy options
and their likely impacts

Avoid generalized subsidies
for food consumers

Reduce restrictions on
use of stocks

Improve efficiency
of trade facilitation

Encourage better functioning
food markets through improved
regional political and economic

integration and better
functioning for
trade in food

Use limited strategic
grain reserves

Minimize use of export
restrictions

Reduce import tariffs and
other restrictions

Temporarily reduce
VAT and other taxes

Adjustments to trade and tax policies



THANK	YOU

Food Systems Transformation


