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LITTLE ACORNS DAY NURSERY  

  

I would like to thank you for your enquiry into Little Acorns Day Nursery.  

  

Little Acorns Day Nursery is situated within the Joseph Rowntree's Housing 

Trust Community Care Complex at New Earswick, which offers nursing care and 

retirement homes for the older members of our society. The Nursery opened in 

August 1998.  

  

It is a 49 place, purpose built Nursery, leased by me from Joseph Rowntree’s 

Housing Trust. It is registered with Ofsted and our last inspection was on 3rd 

July 2014.       

  

We have four different age groups at Little Acorns Day Nursery. They are as 

follows:  

  

Babies   

Toddlers  

Two’s – Three’s  

Three’s - Fives  

  

Babies 0 – 18 months - Little Acorns Room  

Staff Ratio: 1 adult – 3 children  

  

There is a separate Milk Kitchen for the preparation and serving of food should 

your baby’s meal time not coincide with the older children’s nutritious and 

interesting diet. Individual diets are followed for children who have special 

requirements.  

Parents are asked to bring in their baby’s bottles.  

Parents are asked to bring in their own supply of nappies and a spare change of 

clothing for their child. Clothes should be suitable for the nursery environment 

and should all be named.  

There is a separate sleep room/play room.  

Individual Learning Journeys are kept on your child and are passed on when your 

child moves to the next room.  

Day sheets are kept of your child’s daily progress.  

Children also have the opportunity to access the out-door area throughout the 

day.  

  

  

 



Toddlers: Approximately 18month + 2 Years – Seedlings room  

Staff Ratio: 1 adult – 3 children  

  

This room is a playroom for our toddlers who have resources for water, sand 

and messy play as well as construction toys etc. It also doubles up as a sleep 

room after lunch.  

The children sleep on soft sleep mats and have blankets provided.   

Individual Learning Journeys are kept on your child and are passed up from the 

baby room and on to the over two’s room.  

Day sheets are kept of your child’s daily progress. The 2 year check is carried 

out in this room just as they transition into the over 2’s room. 

  

Over Two’s: Approximately 2 years – 5 years  

Young Oaks & Mighty Oaks Room  

Staff Ratio: 2 – 3 years: 1 adult – 4 children  

 3 – 5 years: 1 adult – 8 children  

3 – 5 years: 1 adult – 13 children staff level 6  

  

This room is large and airy.  

In the morning and afternoon, the children are divided into Key person groups 

to do activities which are age appropriate and planned for each individuals ‘next 

step’ of learning development  

  

The children who are 3 – 5 years old are the pre-school group; this stage of 

their life is called the ‘Foundation Stage’. The Foundation Stage prepares the 

children for learning in key stage 1 and is consistent with the national 

curriculum.  

All the over two’s groups have both planned activities by the staff and activities 

that are based around the children’s individual interests, the toys which are set 

out each day are chosen by the children and are specific toys to help children 

‘learn through play’.  

There are computers for the children to play and learn on.  

At each stage of the day when group time activities take place the pre-school 

children have access to their own room which allows them to engage in more age 

appropriate activities.  

Individual Learning Journeys are kept on each child and are given to parents 

when the child leaves Little Acorns.  

Day sheets are kept on your child’s daily progress.  

  



There is a large kitchen, separate laundry and a Manager’s office/Staff room 

located at the front of the building and parents are always welcome to speak to 

the Manager whenever they have any queries.  

  

The outside area is secure, grassed, has a hard surface, children’s’ gardening 

area, allotment, bug hotel, mud kitchen, a wooden play house, climbing frame, 

outdoor chalkboards and other interesting features.   

  

The business is owned by me, Tina Heard; I have worked at Little Acorns since 

1998 firstly as Deputy Manager, then Manager from July 1999 and finally taking 

over as owner from August 2013.    

  

The staff team consists of qualified and committed professionals who work 

together to develop and promote a high-quality facility for the local area.  

  

We are in the Haxby and Wigginton Foundation Partnership; this group consists 

of Headlands Primary School, Ralph Butterfield Primary School, Polly Anna’s 

Nursery, Theresa’s Nursery School, local Childminders, Out of School Clubs and 

the local Playgroup/Rising Fives. The purpose of our Partnership is to establish a 

local partnership of providers of Education & Childcare so that provision is 

properly planned and a range of options are available to meet the needs of all 

parents and children within the community. 

The Partnership also strives to ensure that the quality of Education & Childcare 

available is of a high standard whatever the setting in which it is provided. To 

ensure this we have regular meetings to discuss relevant issues.  

  

We offer placements to local college students who are undertaking Childcare 

qualifications, we also take students from some of the nearby senior schools; 

these students are supervised at all times.   

  

We produce a Newsletter and welcome any input from anyone involved in the 

Nursery.  

  

The Nursery is open from 7.30am to 6.00pm. A two-course lunch and two course 

tea is provided by our Nursery Cook.  There is also a light snack mid-morning 

and afternoon.  

  

I strongly recommend that you come and visit the Nursery, both with your child 

and on your own if you feel you need a more in depth discussion with the 

Nursery staff. When children first attend Little Acorns, we provide as many 

visits as the child needs. The first visit is called ‘form filling’ where the 



parent/carer will come into Nursery with their child and fill in certain forms 

with their child’s key person. The forms that we require you to fill in are 

developmental assessment forms, registration forms, parent’s contract, illness 

exclusion and a standing order form. After the first visit, more will be arranged 

where the child will be left with the Nursery staff on their own, these visits will 

carry on until the child is settled and the parent feels comfortable leaving 

them.   

  

You as parents are important to us at Little Acorns Day Nursery and we 

welcome you into the Nursery at any time.   

  

Little Acorns Day Nursery is open 52 weeks a year, we close only on Bank 

Holidays; these are Good Friday, Easter Monday, May Bank holidays, August 

Bank holiday, Christmas Day, Boxing Day and New Year’s Day and any additions. 

Fees are payable in advance on the 20th of each calendar month by Standing 

Order/childcare work based voucher.   

The fees are calculated over 51 weeks of the year so parents pay exactly the 

sameamount each month.  

  

Extra sessions can be booked on request, as long as we can accommodate your 

child on these days. Part time places, either mornings or afternoons can be 

booked as required.   

  

If you would like your child to attend Little Acorns, please fill in the Application 

form enclosed. A letter will be sent to you to explain about places and the 

waiting list etc. Only when we have offered you a place do we ask for the 

£50.00 retainer fee, this secures your nursery place. The £50.00 is non – 

refundable if you do not take up the place reserved for you.  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

 



Daily Routine – Little Acorns Room  

Approximately 3 months – 18 months  

  

7.30am Nursery opens. Welcome/settle children into room with age appropriate 

activities/resources  

  

8.30am Snack time begins 

  

9.30am Activities - age appropriate and planned for each individual ‘next step’ 

of learning development. Outdoor Play/Physical Play  

  

11.00am Nappy Time (nappies will always be changed at any other times of the 

day if needed)  

  

11.30am Lunch time  

  

12.15pm sleep time - (although babies can sleep at any time of the day if they 

wish)  

  

12.30pm Greet Parents. End of morning session. Free play  

  

1.00pm Afternoon session begins.  Activities - age appropriate and planned for 

each individual ‘next – step’ of learning development. Outdoor Play/Physical Play  

  

2.00pm Afternoon snack. Babies free play – age appropriate toys, sand, ball pool, 

slide, role play, construction, books 

  

3.30pm Nappy time (nappies will always be changed at other times of the day if              

needed)  
 

4.15pm Tea time. Greet parents from now until 6pm.  

  

6.00pm Nursery closes.  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Daily Routine – Seedlings Room  

Approximately 18 months - 2 Years  

 

  

7.30am Nursery opens. Welcome/settle children into room with age appropriate 

activities/resources  

  

8.30am Snack time begins 

  

9.30am Activities - age appropriate and planned for each individual ‘next step’ 

of learning development. Outdoor Play/Physical Play  

  

11.00am Nappy Time (nappies will always be changed at any other times of the 

day if needed)  
 

11.30am Lunch time. Wash hands before lunch. Find own name card on plate to 

help with name recognition  

  

12.00pm Sleep time for children who need one. Free play - age appropriate toys 

- sand, water, creative, technology, role play, construction, books, rest time 

  

12.30pm End of morning session. Greet parents with information of child’s 

morning and hand over day sheet  

 

1.00pm Afternoon session begins.  Activities - age appropriate and planned for 

each individual ‘next – step’ of learning development. Outdoor Play/Physical Play  

  

2.00pm Afternoon snack. Babies free play – age appropriate toys, sand, ball pool, 

slide, role play, construction, books, and outdoor play 

  

3.30pm Nappy time (nappies will always be changed at other times of the day if              

needed)  
 

4.15pm Tea time. Greet parents from now until 6pm.  

  

6.00pm Nursery closes.  

  
 

 

 

 

 



Daily Routine – Young Oaks/Mighty Oaks 

Approximately 2 years – 5 years  
  

7.30am Nursery opens. Welcome/settle children into room with age appropriate 

activities/resources  

  

8.30 – 930am Snack table opens; children can choose when or if they would like snack 

over the hour (hands washed, self-registration, choose plate/cup)  

  

9.30am Key person group activities - age appropriate and planned for each individuals 

‘next step’ of learning development. Outdoor/Physical play – throughout the morning - 

child’s choice  

  

11.00am Nappy/ potty Time – (nappies will always be changed at other times of the day 

if needed)  

  

11.30am Wash hands before lunch. Lunch time - Find own name card on plate to help 

with name recognition/serve themselves  

  

12.15pm Sleep time for children who need one. Free play - age appropriate toys - sand, 

water, creative, technology, role play, construction, books, outdoor play, rest time  

  

12.30pm End of morning session. Greet parents with information of child’s morning and 

hand over day sheet  

  

1.00pm Afternoon session begins. Between 1.00pm and 2.00pm children waking up from 

sleep. Free play - age appropriate toys - sand, water, creative, technology, role play, 

construction, books, outdoor play. 

   

2.00pm – 4.15pm Afternoon snack table opens, children can choose when or if they 

would like snack (hands washed, self-registration, choose plate/cup). Outdoor/Physical 

play. Free play, age appropriate toys - sand, water, creative, technology, role play, 

construction, books. Key person group activities - age appropriate and planned for each 

individuals ‘next step’ of learning development. Outdoor/Physical play – throughout the 

afternoon - child’s choice  
 

  

4.15pm Tea Time. Greet parents with information of child’s afternoon/day and hand 

over day sheet from now until 6pm. 

  

6.00pm Nursery closes.  

  

 

 

 



LITTLE ACORNS DAY NURSERY 

Application Form for Place please print or type clearly  
  

DATE ………………………………….  

  

NAME OF PARENT/S............................................................................................................. ....  

ADDRESS……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….......................

............................................................................................................................. .........  

  

NAME OF CHILD FOR WHOM PLACE IS REQUIRED   

  

…………………………………………………………………………………………  

  

DATE OF BIRTH……………………………………………………………………  

  

DOES YOUR CHILD HAVE ANY SPECIAL NEEDS/MEDICAL CONDITION THAT WE NEED TO 

BE MADE AWARE OF? YES/NO  

IF YES PLEASE GIVE DETAILS..........................................................................................  

............................................................................................................................. ..........................  

  

TELEPHONE NUMBERSMOTHERHOME ……………………………  

WORK …………………………...  

EMAIL …………………………………  

  

FATHERHOME ……………………………  

WORK ……………………………  

EMAIL …………………………………  

  

STARTING DATE REQUIRED ………………………………………………………  

  

Nationality of child/language spoken at home................................................................................  

  

PLEASE TICK SESSIONS REQUIRED  

  

  Monday  Tuesday  Wednesday  Thursday  Friday  

Morning            

Afternoon            

  

EMPLOYER CHILDCARE VOUCHERS   

PLEASE STATE THE NAME OF YOUR EMPLOYER  

FATHER ……………………………………………………. YES/NO............................................................................  

  

MOTHER ……………………………………………………YES/NO............................................................................  

  

Please return this form as soon as possible to the Manager  

  

  

 



Code of Practice  

  

* All carers will actively promote a warm, secure relationship with the children 

for whom they are responsible.  
 

* The individual needs of the children will be assessed and catered for.  
 

* All children will be actively encouraged and enabled to fulfil their potential. 

Their physical, emotional and social skills will be monitored and regularly 

discussed with parents.  
 

* No carer will discriminate against any child or parent on grounds of race, 

culture, gender, disability, lifestyle or sexuality.  
 

* Carers will remain aware of, and sensitive to, differences of culture. 

Equipment and activities will positively reflect on today’s multicultural society.  
 

* Safety is of paramount concern, whatever the activity. Adult/child ratios will 

be monitored and adhered to. All equipment should comply with approved British 

and EC Standards. 

  

* A good standard of hygiene will be maintained at all times.  
 

* Children's behaviour will be positively managed. No physical chastisement 

whatsoever will be allowed. No child will be humiliated, embarrassed or 

frightened. Bullying by other children will not be permitted. 

  

* All accidents will be reported immediately and entered into the accident book 

without delay. Parents will be fully informed and the cause of the accident dealt 

with to avoid any repetition.  
 

*City of York Safeguarding route referral map will be used to refer children if 

needed  
 

* All parents are entitled to help determine the care their child receives. All 

parents are entitled to full information about the activities and the care 

received by their child. Time for discussion with parents will be made available.  

  

  

  

  

  

 



NURSERY EDUCATION FUNDING 

  

 Funding for 2, 3 & 4-year-old children.  

  

As part of the early year’s development partnership Little Acorns Nursery is 

eligible to claim Nursery Education Funding.  

The funding is paid direct to Little Acorns Nursery and is deducted from the 

fees of eligible children.  

15 hours free childcare  

All children in England get 570 free hours per year. It’s usually taken as 15 

hours a week for 38 weeks of the year, but you can choose to take fewer hours 

over more weeks, for example. You can get it from the term after your child’s 

3rd birthday.  

What is 30 hours' free childcare?  

The government has doubled the universal entitlement of 15 hours' subsidised 

childcare, which is available for all three and four-year olds. It is funded during 

term time only - so 38 weeks of the year - but parents can choose whether to 

use it as 30 hours per week during term time or 22.8 hours per week across 50 

weeks of the year.  

Both parents must be working or the sole parent must be working in a lone-

parent family. They must earn a minimum of the equivalent of 16 hours per week 

at the national living or minimum wage and less than £100,000 a year. If you are 

self-employed or on a zero hours-contract you are still eligible as long as you 

meet the earnings threshold. If one parent is not in paid employment you will 

not usually be eligible although there are exceptions for those who are on 

parental, maternity, paternity, adoption or sick leave. Once the government 

confirms your eligibility, the funding comes into effect the September, January 

or May following your child's third birthday.  

Eligibility  

You can usually get 30 hours free childcare if you (and your partner, if you have 

one) are:  

• in work - or getting parental leave, sick leave or annual leave  

• each earning at least the National Minimum Wage or Living Wage for 16 

hours a week - this is £120 if you’re over 25  

This earnings limit doesn’t apply if you’re self-employed and started your 

business less than 12 months ago.  

You’re not eligible if:  

• your child doesn’t usually live with you  

• the child is your foster child  

• either you or your partner has a taxable income over £100,000  

https://www.gov.uk/national-minimum-wage-rates
https://www.gov.uk/income-tax


You can get 30 hours free childcare at the same time as claiming Universal 

Credit, tax credits or childcare vouchers  

A parent/carer can use their hours at any setting but must not claim over 15 or 

30 hours if eligible.  

The Early Years Funding is deducted from your monthly fees and spread out 

over the year to avoid the need of varyingamounts each month. Instead of being 

calculated over 38 weeks the funding is calculated over 12 months and deducted 

from your fees.  

The fullamount of funding is given to the child; nursery does not retain any of 

the funding.  

  

If you think your 2-year-old is entitled to Government funding, please check 

with us and we can enquire for you.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Typical weekly menu  

  

  

  

  

Morning 

Snack  

Lunch  Dessert  Afternoon 

Snack  

Tea  Dessert  

  

MONDAY  

  

  

Cereal  

Savoury 

Mince  

New 

Potatoes  

Cabbage  

Peaches   

&  

Custard  

 Fresh 

Fruit  

Or 

Yoghurts  

Baked 

Beans on 

wholemeal 

toast  

Flapjack  

  

TUESDAY  

  

  

Pancakes  

Sausage &  

Tomato 

Mushroom  

Pasta  

Pineapple 

upside 

down 

cake   

  

 Fresh 

Fruit or 

Yoghurts  

Jacket 

Potato  

Coleslaw & 

cheese  

Angel 

Delight  

  

WEDNESDAY  

  

  

Toast  

Roast 

Chicken  

Variety of 

Fresh Veg & 

Potatoes  

  

  

Rice 

Pudding  

 Fresh 

Fruit or 

Yoghurts  

Savoury 

cheese & 

bacon 

Whirls  

Salad 

sticks  

Chocolate 

brownies  

  

THURSDAY  

  

  

Crumpets  

Beef 

Casserole  

Yorkshire 

Pudding  

Potatoes & 

Broccoli  

Rhubarb 

Crumble  

&   

Ice 

Cream  

 Fresh 

Fruit or 

Yoghurts  

  

Tuna 

pasta 

salad  

Blueberry 

muffins  

  

FRIDAY  

  

  

Waffles  

Fresh Cod  

Peas & 

Croquettes  

Fresh 

Fruit Pie  

&  

Cream  

 Fresh 

Fruit or 

Yoghurts   

Vegetable 

pasty & 

baked 

beans  

Scones & 

jam  

  

  

Vegetarian options are available every meal time.  

All dietary requirements are catered for.  

Records of the 14 allergens are kept daily and are available for parents to see.  

A copy of the weekly menu is available in the entrance.  
 



NURSERY FEES  

  

  

  

£220.00 PER WEEK  

£47.00 PER DAY  

£29.00 PER MORNING (includes snack & lunch)  

£29.00 PER AFTERNOON (includes snack & tea)  

  

  

(7.30am - 12.30pm)  

MORNING SESSION  

OR  

(1.00pm - 6.00pm)  

AFTERNOON SESSION  

  

  

  

FEES ARE PAYABLE MONTHLY IN ADVANCE  

 AND ALL SESSIONS BOOKED MUST BE PAID FOR  

  

www.littleacornsyork.co.uk  

  
Please visit our website to see pictures of past & present children enjoying the 

facilities  

  

  

Contact:  

Ltacornsyork@outlook.com  

  

01904 766866  
  
 

 

http://www.littleacornsyork.co.uk/
mailto:Ltacornsyork@outlook.com

