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 The European Union referendum in England on 23rd of June is drawing 

nearer, meanwhile many teenagers and adults are stuck on what to choose, 

because no-one is certain on the benefits of staying or leaving the EU.  

The EU is The European Union, which is a group of 28 European countries creating 

partnerships to benefit the countries financially and politically. The EU has both benefits and 

disadvantages; for example being part of the EU gives us great trading opportunities, but a 

disadvantage would be the rule of ‘Free movement’ which allows citizens of other countries in the 

EU to live in our country without a visa. 

 Due to the long debate on the topic a vote is going to take place on Thursday 23rd June, and 

every Irish, Welsh and commonwealth citizen over the age of 18 can vote. But do you know enough 

to vote? 

We interviewed three teachers, the principle 

Mr Mackereth, a business teacher and owner Mr 

Horne and another business teacher Mr Jones. Each 

one of them came back with very different ideas and 

opinions. The first question we asked was whether as 

a business teacher they thought we should leave or 

stay, Mr Jones replied “I’m currently in the middle 

whether we should stay or go there are a lot of 

debates at the moment whether it’s going to have a 

positive or negative impact on businesses.” Next we asked if leaving or staying in the EU will affect 

the school Mr Mackereth answered, “I think if we give our students a sense that they belong to the 

continent of Europe clearly we don’t because we are separated by the sea then I think there are far 

more opportunities to develop links between learners in different countries to be able to explain and 

understand the differences and the subtleties of their individual cultures.” Finally we asked Mr 

Horne if he thought there was enough information for the six formers to vote and have a good 

enough idea to vote. He suggested that “outside of the school 

sphere yes there’s plenty of information they have access to with 

internet based bits on all things.” He also said that “On radio 4 this 

morning most of the news articles at 8 o’clock is for the for and 

against campaign and individuals that are getting involved from 

various elements of the conservative party. And it’s the same when 

I drive home there’s a lot of the talk which is where my information 

is coming from, wisely. The point is that information is available to 

all.” 

Two of our team members went around and asked a 

mixture of boys and girls in year groups 7-11 the same questions these were the results. When we 

asked how they felt about the EU? 50% said we should stay and the other 50% said we should leave. 



Next we asked if they thought it was a good idea to split during the war that is happening. 40% said 

no, 60% said yes. Finally we asked, if they thought they were well educated enough about the topic 

to vote on the EU? 70% said no, 30% said yes.  

We then asked some six formers who were old enough to vote and asked them questions on 

the matter and what they think about the situation. 100% of six formers said that they feel like they 

didn’t have enough information on the topic to vote. How will it affect big businesses? The six 

formers replied to this question saying that they think big businesses will lose out on trade and 

maybe will run out of some imported valuables    

From are research we have found out that students don’t have that much of an idea of if we should 

leave or stay but there is enough information that students can access, however, the students don’t 

know where to access this information. Do you know enough about the EU to vote? 

  
 


