
Build a PC Club Assembles Four New Computers for Clubhouse! 
 
Drawing on their curiosity, passion and weeks of research, it took a group of six middle 
school members and their advisor just one afternoon to completely build four new 
computers for the Smilow-Burroughs Clubhouse Technology Center!  Under the 
guidance of Wakeman’s part time Tech Center Coordinator Eric Swanson, the 6th-8th 
graders spent several weeks researching the role each component and the importance 
of proper assembly to meet the specifications of each computer’s planned use. 
 
According to Eric, who studies Computer Science at Housatonic Community College, 
“The idea was to expose them to what makes up a computer.  Most people think a 
computer is a screen and monitor, but really have no idea what’s inside.”   
 
While building a computer is more affordable to the Club than buying an assembled 
computer, the real reward was further developing the enthusiasm of members 
interested in STEM - science, technology, engineering and math. 
 
Members explained the challenge was not just with putting pieces together, but also 
following complex step by step instructions, properly wiring hardware together with no 
room for errors and communicating to each other while working in tight space. 
 
Jayden is an 8th grade PC Club member planning to attend the Academy of Information 
Technology & Engineering (AITE) in Stamford next year with an eye on studying study 
medical sciences or robotics. “I built a computer at home but this was much more 
efficient because a team of us worked together.  And so far it’s our little secret that we 
built those,” Jayden said modestly while nodding toward kids playing educational games 
on the computers. 
 
8th grader Emilio proudly pointed at the computers, “Kids are using something we 
worked hard on and it’s pretty cool to know I helped build it for everyone.” 
 
Build a PC Club hopes to build at least three more computers in the fall to keep the 
Tech Center up to date while also introducing new members to the possibilities of 
technology at home and as a career. 
 


