
 

 
 

$65,000 Raised at Club’s Celebrity Breakfast! 

 

Lifelong performance anxiety and playing backup quarterback were two topics NFL legend Steve 

Young spoke candidly about to an audience of 215 supporters of Wakeman Boys & Girls Club’s 15
th

 

Annual Celebrity Breakfast, sponsored by Safety Marking.  Young entertained guests during a sit 

down interview led by Armen Keteyian, CBS News correspondent and friend of the Club.  But it was a 

team of four young Club members that proved Young’s equals on the breakfast stage, as they each 

passionately shared their personal Club story. 

 

The event, which raised $65,000 through the generous “tipping” of volunteer waiters by their guests, 

was kicked off by sixth grade emcee Kaleigh, who had the crowd on the edge of their seats with her 

humor and poise throughout the morning.  Smilow-Burroughs Clubhouse member Alyssa followed by 

sharing  her apprehension to step outside her comfort zone in the Sparks travel program, “I didn’t 

know how I would survive, but the funny thing is, that week away with Wakeman made me a more 

outgoing person … I learned a lot about the places we visited, but I also learned about myself.” 

 

McKinley Outreach mentee Tyshawn expressed his admiration for the program and his mentor 

Spencer, saying “I am fortunate that I had a mentor the past three years teaching me multiplication, 

tossing a football on the field and so much more. This is my last year in the program. I will really miss 

it but I know I am better prepared to move on to middle school and maybe one day I can come back to 

be a mentor at McKinley!” 

 

Spencer, a Fairfield Prep senior, closed the member talks with an account of his journey from a kid 

who dropped into the Southport Clubhouse often to play basketball to a leader in Mentoring, Keystone 

Club and Junior Staff.  The complete speeches of all four youth are available for viewing in the “News 

– Member Highlights” section of wakemanclub.org. 

 

In addition to Steve Young, Armen Keteyian and Presenting Sponsor Safety Marking, the Club is 

grateful for Delamar Hotel’s support, as well as the event’s very generous waiters and guests. 

 

          


