
 

Wakeman Torchers Share Valentine Bears & Love with Cambridge Manor Residents 

Valentine’s Day came a day early to residents of Cambridge Manor Health & Rehabilitation Center in 

Fairfield as they were surprised just before dinnertime by eleven Wakeman Boys & Girls Club members full 

of smiles and bears.  The 7th and 8th grade members of Wakeman’s Southport Torch Club service group 

presented all 160 residents with a fuzzy stuffed bear and handmade card during bedside visits. 

Seventh grader Emma described the joy that Torchers experienced, “I will remember the residents’ faces 

when we walked into their rooms to visit - they were so thankful just to see us. Once we gave them the 

Valentine’s cards and bears you could see how happy we were making them. I really enjoyed the time we 

spent with them.” 

“This was the perfect opportunity for an intergenerational 

visitation experience,” said Cambridge Manor Administrator 

Eric Stein.  “These youth were able to make a difference in 160 

lives today.  I'm sure that both kids and residents benefited, as 

kids were able to bring some light, laughter and loving to our 

patients and residents for Valentine's Day”.  

Fifty of the stuffed bears were donated by the Build-a-Bear 

Foundation focused on HEART -inspiring kids to be Helpful, 

Empowered, Accepting, Respectful, and Team players.  

 

“The Build-a-Bear Foundation was very 

generous in their support of this project.  

Their donation, along with our entire eighty-

member Torch Club’s efforts to fundraise for 

additional bears and supplies helped make 

this a memorable Valentine’s Day,” said Torch 

Club Co-Advisor Ruben Goodwin.  

Mr. Stein also expressed his hope that 
perhaps one Torch Club member would find 
their interaction with residents at the center 
fascinating enough to pursue one of the 
many healthcare careers related to 
rehabilitation and long-term nursing care, a 
goal echoed by Mr. Goodwin. 
 

 



According to Mr. Goodwin “Through partnerships like this with Cambridge Manor and the Build-a-Bear 

Foundation, Torchers gain leadership qualities and a sense of community that they can carry and build 

upon throughout their lives.” 

While the visit was special for residents and tweens alike, it’s just one among dozens of community service 

activities and partnerships embarked on by the Southport Clubhouse’s Torch Club each year.  The Torch 

Club’s eighty members meet bi-weekly throughout the school year to plan and implement fundraising, 

educational and enrichment activities to benefit Wakeman Boys & Girls Club members and the community. 

 

About Wakeman Boys & Girls Club 

Since 1913, Wakeman Boys & Girls Club has offered activities combining athletics, education and service to 

youth in first to twelfth grade with nationally acclaimed programming and a mission “to guide and inspire 

young people, especially those who need us most, to reach their full potential as productive, caring, and 

responsible citizens.”  Led by professional staff and volunteers whose sole purpose is to help kids BE 

GREAT, the organization now serves more than 3,600 youth annually through its Southport Clubhouse and 

Smilow-Burroughs Clubhouse in Bridgeport, as well as McKinley School Outreach in Fairfield and Claytor 

School Lighthouse Program in Bridgeport.  For more information, visit www.wakemanclub.org. 


