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SPRING HAS SPRUNG! 
HBDA’s 2018 Annual Meeting had a “fresh” new feel to it!  

 

We invited our members and industry partners to “Spring 

forward” and take advantage of this year’s opportunity to 

re-connect and discover what’s new in the world of  

bleeding disorders. 
 

Once again, HBDA kicked off this event at Embassy 
Suites in downtown Montgomery, with a “Spring Fling”  

soiree on Friday night. Volunteer and creative genius,  
Libby Hall, had magically turned a boring reception hall  
into one of whimsey and fun!  Gigantic beautiful flowers, 
unique balloon floral décor and more, enhanced the feel 

and the food and put everyone in a very festive mood!  



Along with her volunteers, she created a picnic themed tablescape to display our  

yummylicious food offerings which included lemonade in mini-milk bottles with straws,  

banana pudding and strawberry shortcake in petite mason jars, little finger sandwiches  

and deviled eggs, hot and savory dips, and so much more! 
 

The showstopper of this feast was a stand-alone carving station with a huge pepper-

roasted baron of beef served with petite rolls, horseradish cream and a garlic aioli to die for! 
 

Once again, the information presented by some of the most prestigious keynote speakers 

in this industry was presented to enrich our members lives with knowledge. 
 

Many new advances for life long bleeding disorders were presented as well as the current 
state of health care.  A program on how to talk about your bleeding disorders when in a  

difficult situation and one on the empowerment were well received. 
 

Breakout sessions included info for our members on how to apply for CSL Behring’s  
Junior National Championship sports program, Bayer provided current info on living with 

hemophilia and Bioverativ shared tips on evaluating your insurance options.  Octapharma 
explained the differences between 504 and IEP and Shire spoke on living with  

vonWillebrand disease.  Genentech explained their new groundbreaking product, and  
self-management techniques of hemophilia B were taught by Novo Nordisk.   
Pfizer discussed how important it is to plan ahead for aging with Hemophilia. 

 

 

 



The kids were kept busy with art workshops, sessions on dealing with bullies, an  

infusion clinic, learning to perform with music and dance and they participated in 

“Snapology,” a fun activity using Legos to build animated works of art! 

 
It was a powerful weekend for our families, volunteers and industry partners!   

And everyone agrees they cannot wait until 2019’s Annual Meeting! 

HBDA could not produce such a successful weekend without crackerjack team of  

volunteers, speakers, and our industry partners!  

 
Thank You! 



HBDA’s 2018 Annual fundraiser “KARAOKE OFF” was off the chain! 
 

Our illustrious leader, Vicki Jackson, decided to “shake” things up a bit this year…  

She re-vamped this fun event and called it: 

KARAOKE OFF 2.0! 
This year’s musical show-down was produced in the style of “THE VOICE,” complete with blind auditions,  

battle rounds, live performances and even a steal or two or three! 
 

HBDA spared no expense in securing our celebrity coaches…and when Blake Shelton and Adam Levine couldn’t 

make it, they sent their little- known- cousins- of- another- mother?  

“Stardust” Shelton and “Rundog” Levine! 
 

Jeff Tissier was cast as  “Ba-La-Kee” and Sean Halloran was perfect as the hottie Adam!  As a matter of fact, they 

even started their very own “Bromance!”  We just know that their companies, Shire and Bayer would be sooooo 

proud of their performances! 
 

Joel Brewer, of Rockstar Parties, once again donated his equipment, time, energy and talent to make this  

Annual Meeting event an incredible success! 
 

Ten wannabe “The Voice” contestants made for a couple hours of musical entertainment and frivolity.   
 

Everyone was so talented that we cannot figure out how our esteemed judges, Jessica Walker, Tonya Terry of 

WSFA/NBC12 or Doug Amos, star of ESPN The Ticket sports talk show, were able to make a decision! 
 

Last year’s Superstar, Christian Pressley, one of our members, held on to his title! 
 

After the contest was complete, our members and their children had an incredible time at an impromptu dance party. 
 

Start practicing now for 2019’s Karaoke Off 2.0! 

Rundog & 
Stardust 

 
HBDA! 



Greetings! 
 

Spring is in full “bloom” which means summer is just around the corner, and, YOUR HBDA team is getting 
ready for camp!  You’ll hear a lot more on that as time rolls on so I’ll leave that to Vicki and Amanda. 
 

That said, most of you have seen the announcement that the HBDA offices have once again moved to  
another location.  The new space is about 3 times the size of the old location and will enhance the day to day  
operations as well as greatly improve the event planning and preparation.  Needless to say, Vicki and Amanda 
are excited about the new space…stay tuned for an open house announcement….we’d love to see you! 
 

After the March Board meeting, the Board adopted a series of goals and objectives for 2018 and 2019.   
Our intent is to continue to look for opportunities to move this organization into new areas; ultimately focusing 
on YOU, our stakeholders.  Additionally, we have a strong desire to improve and streamline the day to day  
administrative activities by eliminating redundancies as well as making your interaction with HBDA easier. 
 

Here are Goals and Objectives for 2018 and 2019: 
 

• Tell the HBDA Story 
• WEB Site Improvement 
• Increase Public Presence (TV/Radio/Print…) 
• Look for Speaking Engagements Opportunities (CoC, Rotary, etc.) 

• Copyright/Trademark logo and “Because No One Bleeds Alone” 
• Facility Improvements COMPLETED APRIL 23, 2018 
• Reduce Consumer Administrative Requirements 

• Use Technology 
• Increase Consumer/Stakeholder  Educational Opportunities 
• Enhance Staff training 
• By 2020, establish a consumer education coordinator 

 

That’s enough for now, hope to see many of you at Camp. 
 

Regards 
 

Rick Dinkins 

Specialized Pharmacy Services 

www.vitalrx.com 

Phone: 866.209.5540 

 
VitalRx is an URAC Accredited Specialty pharmacy 
with multiple locations. Our mission is to inspire 

health and well-being to our patients by providing 
personalized patient centered care for a variety of 

specialty therapies.  





HBDA recently hosted a fabulous women’s conference in Birmingham at The Redmont Hotel. We kicked 
off the weekend with Emily from Sip n’ Strokes and painted a bright spring bouquet. There were lots of 
laughs, along with some great food and fellowship! 
 

Then Saturday, it was down to business! Tabetha McGlinchey opened up the conference with some great 
new information from Octapharma, followed by Martina Willis-McCullough giving a great talk about  

Women with Bleeding Disorders. This brought great light to something that is still “new” to the bleeding 
disorders community and something that needs more attention and education. Great resources were dis-
cussed with the ladies who deal with many difficulties in getting people to understand that women bleed 
too.  
 

We then enjoyed a wonderful presentation from Sara Ceresa on how to “take care of you”. Women are so 
busy taking care of everyone and everything around them, sometimes it is difficult to remember that we 
need to take care of ourselves as well.  
 

After a fabulous lunch, we heard a great presentation from Dr. Phyllis Mark on Mindfulness. She showed 
us some great ways to reduce stress within ourselves and how to use that in our daily lives. 

 
This conference would not have been possible without the support of Octapharma through an educational 
grant.  





URGENT ANNOUNCEMENT! 

HBDA has moved to a NEW LOCATION!!!! 

Our NEW ADDRESS is: 

917 W Osceola Street  

Wetumpka, AL 36092 

  

Our phone number remains: (334) 478-7822 

  

Our fax number remains: (334) 478-7824 

 

After Camp Clot Not, we will be hosting an open house! We will be mailing out invitations, so 
be sure to keep an eye out for it in the coming months. Thanks to all of the support to get us 

where we are today and thank you to some amazing volunteers for coming and working  
tirelessly to help get us moved in, pictures hung, and up and running in just a few days! 



Governor Ivey Proclaims  

March 2018 

Bleeding Disorders Awareness Month  

In the State of Alabama! 
 

HBDA is honored to receive this proclamation from Alabama’s Governor.  
 

Originally, March was declared Hemophilia Awareness Month in 1986 by President Ronald Reagan. 
This special month aims to foster a stronger sense of unity and shared purpose among individuals all 

over the country living with an inheritable bleeding disorder.  
 

In 2018, whether you have Hemophilia, vonWillebrand disease, or a rare factor deficiency, March is 
YOUR month. This is your time to shine and raise awareness of rare bleeding disorders. 

 
Every March, update your Facebook and Twitter profiles and images and ask every one of your 

friends to share the proclamation on their page. This will help bring awareness to Alabama’s bleeding 
disorders community year after year.  

 
Thank you Governor Ivey! We appreciate your kindness, but more importantly, we are grateful to you 

for helping bring attention to our special month! 











2018’s journey to our Nation’s Capital was quite a success! HBDA’s members, Tricia Watts and her 

son Matthew traveled with Development/PR Manager Leslie Bailey to share their compelling story 

with Alabama’s members of Congress. 

 
The March weather was mild and sunny and the HBDA group was well received by the leaders they 

met, which included Congressman Mike Rogers and Senator Shelby’s personal assistants. 

 
Congresswoman Martha Roby met with them personally and was moved by Tricia and Matthews 

story of the “real-life” struggles that members of Alabama’s bleeding disorders community face.   

 
Tricia was very eloquent as she asked our representatives to stand strong on supporting legislation 

that is relevant to someone living with an expensive chronic illness.   

 
Matthew made quite an impression on Roby and she asked him to keep her in the loop on his future 

endeavors.  She also generously arranged a private tour of the Capital with one of her staff mem-

bers. 

 
Tricia stated, “I was overwhelmed with the kindness shown by our representatives and their staff.  It 

showed me how much they care about the people they represent.” 

 
We shared the purpose of the “Red Tie” challenge and Rogers and Roby each accepted the chal-

lenge! 

 
HBDA encourages each and every one of our members to take a stand and always be an advocate 
for themselves… and for what’s important our bleeding disorders community. 





In Memory of  
Alicia Diane Collis 

 

December 18,1981 - 
April 16, 2018  

Alicia age 36, of Decatur gained her heavenly wings on Monday 

April 16, 2018. She grew up in Zebulon, GA. Alicia was a beloved 

daughter, fiancé, sister, granddaughter, friend and an essential 

member of the Inverness Apothecary Trinity/VitalRx team.  

 

Alicia’s vivacious personality and tenacity for life was infectious to 

all who met her. Her kindness, sincerity, and dedication for her 

family, friends and patients was undeniable. As a Patient Care  

Coordinator, she went above and beyond to ensure patients received 

the best possible care.  

 

Alicia positively impacted so many lives in a variety of ways  

during her short tenure on this earth and will be forever missed.  

To honor her memory, her passion and tremendous work with  

Hemophilia patients, the family has asked in lieu of flowers that  

donations be made to Hemophilia and Bleeding Disorders of  

Alabama (HBDA).  
 



 Camp Clot Not University 
June 16 - 21, 2018 

Camp invitations have been emailed out to everyone. If 
you did not receive it, please contact HBDA to discuss. 

Thanks and we look forward to seeing you soon! 

Be the Best “U” Can Be! 



 It is with a heavy heart that I share this information with you. Leslie Bailey, will be leaving 
HBDA and furthering her career in event planning as the Private Events Director for The 
Capital City Club in Montgomery, Alabama.  
 
As many of you may know, Leslie owned, for almost 30 years, a successful restaurant and 
catering/event company. As things often do, everything is coming full circle for her. We are 
sorry to see her go, but excited for the new direction her life is taking her.  
 

Leslie wanted to share her feelings, and states;  
“This change is bittersweet for me. I have been so blessed to serve the members of  
Alabama’s bleeding disorders community. I am always inspired by the courage they exhibit. 
I have made some wonderful new friends who taught me that working together helps us all 
grow! Vicki allowed me to use my talents, (often in the most unorthodox way!) and taught 
me a new set of work skills that will serve me well in my new job. Through example, both 
Vicki and Amanda have shown me what it means to be passionate about a worthy cause.  
It has been an honor and a privilege to work alongside Vicki and Amanda and all the  
amazing HBDA volunteers, said Leslie. I thank-you all for your part in my journey.”  
 

Although Leslie’s creativity and joy will be channeled in a slightly different direction, she  
intends to still be a part of the HBDA family, assisting with some of our projects and  
volunteering when she can. I know she will tackle her new venture with the same passion 
and dedication she displayed as a part of the HBDA team.  
 

Please join me in congratulating Leslie on her new  
career path and wishing her much continued success!  



Address: 917 W Osceola Street, Wetumpka, AL 36092 
 

Phone: (334) 478-7822 
 
Fax: (334) 478-7824 
 

Website: www.hbda.us 
 

Facebook: www.facebook.com/hbda4u 

May 
 

Cayden White 

Justin Wells 

Samuel Wilson 

Emily Ford 

Bonnie Utterback 

Amy Croushorn 

Jasmine Green 

Libby Hall 

Evan Ward 

Ronni Wells 

Austin Temple 

Jack Mason 

 
 

June 
 

Jeremy Donahoo 
Taylor Renfroe 
Chandler Ward 
Judah Moore 

Al Wilson 
Carla Vickery 
Carver Bailey 
Chhorn Buth 
Tanyja Gulley 
Hunter Abrams 

Jackson Sanders 
Finn Gantzhorn 
Alex Leonard 

Ashley Ferguson 
Harmony Pressley 
Cole Croushorn 
Tavien Casey 
Macey Kelley 
Haley Jones 
Gavin May 
Carley Kelley 

Maddie Sanders 
Brody Dunston 
Micaela Caro 

Noah Hall 
Jessica Moss 

July 
 

Rebecca May 
Ron Dickerson 

Edward Masline 
Matthew Stephens 

Sarah Blyden 
Connie Bailey 
Jordan Cortez 

Isabella Temple 
Pat Morgan 

Christine Chung 
Dana Abrams 
Alison DuBose 
Carmen Lewin 

Elizabeth Williamson 
Jeff Tissier 

Samantha Romaine 
Tera Bradshaw 
Vicki DuBose 

Nathan Stephens 
Andrew Walls 

Matthew Watts 
Royal Smith, Sr. 
Ann Mitchell 
Christina Buth 

Noah Guadalupe 
Terrontheon Crayton 


