
To all of you that couldn’t make 
our “Meet Sam and Ann Eliza 
Brannan & Book Signing Day” on 
April 23rd, you missed a great event! 
Both Sam and Ann Eliza shared story 

after story and the crowd in attendance had question after 
question. It was truly a learning and fun experience. A lot of 
laughter and general camaraderie was happening with Sam, his 
wife (which we never get to hear about let alone meet) and the 
audience. Ann Eliza taught us well what it was like to be 
married to a man like Sam, as well 
as the limitations and struggles 
women experienced during the 
1800’s.   

Some of you were lucky 
enough to have the book 
“Calistoga Springs 1871” signed 
by the Brannans. This book is only 
available at the museum at $14.50 
per copy (less 10% discount for 
members). If you would like a 
copy mailed, please use our web 
site (Sharpsteen museum.org) to 
purchase, or simply send us an 
email using the web site Contact 
Page. We’ll take care of the rest. 

Mark your calendars for the 
next, exciting “Meet the 
Author & Book Signing”. On 
Saturday, August 13, we are 
hosting Bruce Bradley, author 
of “Hugh Glass”, the story of 
one of the great mountain men 
of all time. Bradley will open 
with a brief lecture on the 
history of Glass and the 
mountain men and fur trappers 
that traveled the territories during the late 18th 
century and into the 1800’s. Copies of “Hugh Glass” 
are always available in our store; extra copies will 
be stocked for the event. “Hugh Glass” was 
Bradley’s first published book, subsequent titles will 
also be available for purchase. (“Seeds of Darkness” 
is one of my favorites, a murder mystery that takes 
place in Calistoga and the upper valley). More on 
this event later, but if you have any questions, just 
give us a call or contact me through our web site 
Contact page (sharpsteenmuseum.org). 

Hope to see you all soon. 
Kathy Bazzoli, Book Store Chair, and  

Josepha Walpen, Co-Chair 

PLEASE NOTE: All programs start at 10:00 am and 
are at the Museum, EXCEPT the August 4 party. 

June 16: “Party On!” introduction and sign up for 
the library reading program. Stories about celebrat-
ing birthdays, cakes and fun with songs and rhymes.  
June 23: “Abiyoyo”. A Giant, Interactive Musical 
Tale. Storytelling with Andy Strain. 
June 30: NO PROGRAM  

July 7: “Inspired Silliness”. Juggling and magic with 
San Francisco performer Owen Baker-Flynn. 
July 14: “The Three Little Pigs”. Exciting puppet 
show with everyone’s favorite puppeteer, Art 
Grueneberger of Puppet Art Theater. 
July 21: “Rocky Steady Juggling” Ecotainment with 
juggling and balancing stunts by the talented Doug 
Nolan.  
August 4: Celebration Party at Calistoga Library 
(1108 Myrtle St.), 10:30am. Presentation of stories, 
and awarding of rewards for summer reading 
participants, craft making and treats. 
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Summer Reading Program Schedule 

Next “Meet the Author and Book 
Signing Day” Set for August 13 

“Meet Sam and Ann Eliza Day” 
a Success 



On Friday, April 22, Napa County 
Historical Society hosted a Walking 
Tour of Calistoga. In collaboration 
with the Sharpsteen, nearly 20 
participants walked the streets of town 
to learn more of the great history we 
have to offer. Beginning at the 
museum, across the creek and through 
the park, twenty-one different 

locations were visited along Cedar, Myrtle, & Spring Streets. Back 
down Berry, up Washington and onto both sides of Lincoln Ave., and 
we barely touched the 
surface. Participants 
from as far away as 
Napa and American 
Canyon joined in and 
were led by 
Alexandria Brown 
(Research/Archive 
Librarian of NCHS) 
and Nancy Levenberg 
(Executive Director of 
NCHS). Even Super-
visor Diane Dillon 
joined our merry group. 

Immediately following the Walk, the group was invited into the 
museum for a Docent led tour. The experience was exciting and 
invigorating, so many questions were being asked, and the compliments 
we received about the Sharpsteen seemed endless. “Your museum is an 
absolute gem!”…“We have never visited the Sharpsteen before but will 
definitely be back”…“I had no idea that Calistoga was such a cool town 
with so much history”. We museum volunteers humbly nodded and 
said Thank You. 

This Walking Tour was part of a NCHS 3-day event; Calistoga 
being on the 2nd day. Our day was so successful, Nancy Levenberg has 
requested that next year, and thereafter, the Walking Tour of Calistoga 
will be a stand-alone event. “Why?” you may ask.  Because We Rock, 
that’s why! Our thanks to Nancy, Alexandria, and the NCHS for their 
appreciation of Calistoga. See you all at next year’s Walking Tour event! 

The next time you visit the museum, you should make a point to 
see the Oliver Chilled Plow sign that has been installed in the barn.  
In the early 1900's, this wonderful piece, donated by Jack Smith, 
hung in front of the Lincoln Ave. building that currently houses A 
Man's Store and Blackbird.  Bev Barnes, Collections Chair 

What is a  
“Chilled Plow”? 
In 1857, James Oliver 

received a patent to make 
“chilled” plows. The plows 
were cast in a mold, which 
allowed the metal to be 
cooled rapidly, resulting in a 
hard surface that kept a 
sharp edge. The plows were 
also extremely smooth, 
alleviating the problem of 
sticking soil. 

Al Derrick has for many, many years 
tended carefully and lovingly our beautiful 
Cottage Garden, for the most part, all on his 
own. This garden takes constant care, 
weeding, pulling of bloomed-out plantings 
and new ones put in their place. You can 
see the seasonal bulbs beginning to pop 
through the soil and fresh, new blossoms 
anxious to show off their blooms. There is 
not a month of the year that you will not see 
colorful and diverse flowers, this is a tribute 
to Al and his years of hard work. 

Fortunately for Al, two museum 
members have come forward to be his new 
full-time team. In the future you will see 
not only Al in the garden, but Lorne and 
Marilyn Glaim, our new Garden Elves, 
(Marilyn can’t pass a weed without 
stopping to yank it out). 

Our sincerest gratitude to Al, Lorne, 
and Marilyn. We can’t wait to see what 
pops up next in the Cottage Garden! 

Dan Farris, along with Jack Smith, 
assisted with the hanging of the sign. 
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Photo byTom Spaulding 
Kathy Bazzoli points out some interesting features of the 
diorama to the Walking Tour participants.  

Al Derrick, with Marilyn and Lorne Glaim. 

Al’s Cottage Garden 


