
Scenes from Another Successful Summer Reading Program at the Museum 

The scholarship committee has chosen Alma 
(“Esme”) Cortez to receive the Paul Claudon 
Sharpsteen Museum 
Scholarship award of 
$2,000. 

After her year in 
Sweden as an exchange 
student in the eleventh 
grade, she now speaks 
three languages.  Alma 
showed resourcefulness 
in seeking out this 
educational opportunity 
on her own. Her goal 
right now is to become a 
neo-natal nurse. 

She is detail oriented 
and ambitious, earning 
excellent high school 
grades while simultaneously holding down a job at 
Macy’s.  

Visiting the Sharpsteen Museum has caused her 
to appreciate Calistoga’s history and traditions, and 
she hopes to return here after college graduation to 
contribute to the betterment of our community.  

We look forward to her successful return from 
Dominican University of California. 

Dina Corcoran, 
Scholarship Committee Chair 

Notes from the Book Chair 
Want to learn more about Charles Earl Boles, better known 

as Black Bart? We have the perfect answer for you. A new 
release, “The Walker” by author 
Bruce Bradley is now on our shelves. 
Black Bart robbed 28 Wells Fargo 
stages between 1875 and 1883, from 
Calaveras County, to Siskiyou, 
Mendocino, Sonoma and Lake 
Counties to name a few. 

You may wonder why Black Bart 
is “the walker”? Simply put, he didn’t 
like horses and horses didn’t like him. 
All of Black Bart’s robberies were 
achieved on foot. 

Find out more about this man, 
probably the most famous stagecoach 
robber of that era. “The Walker” tells 
the story from Charley’s perspective. It explains his mistrust of 
horses, his first trips to the California gold fields, his 
participation in seven major battles during the Civil War, and 

the events that led to his vendetta 
against Wells Fargo. 

You will become Charley as you 
read his story and will come away 
with a solid appreciation of what made 
him the Gentleman Bandit. 

This book sells for only $9.95, less 
10% for museum members.  

Kathy Bazzoli, Book Store Chair
 Josepha Walpen, Co-Chair 

Alma “Esme” Cortez 

Black Bart 
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New docents—how we rejoice when new people come through our door and tell us they are, indeed, willing to 
volunteer. We are blessed to have more new members of our volunteer family, and this column will feature two who 
like to work their shifts together, Patricia Murphy and Judy Parent; as 
well as Maria Moreno Reyes, who manages her shifts alone. 

Patricia and Judy have divided up their duties to reflect their 
interests and experience. Patricia has considerable experience meeting 
people and handling the cash register in a retail setting. Visitors see her 
smiling from behind the counter where she confidently takes care of 
purchases and answers questions. She moved to Calistoga seven years 
ago, and quickly became a member of the museum. She says she likes 
to tell her friends and family that “it is a ‘diamond in the rough’, small 
and packed with rich history,” and says that, “when my neighbor Judy 
Parent called and said, ‘Let’s volunteer at the museum,’ I could not 
refuse her! We are still freshmen at this volunteering for the Sharpsteen, 
enjoying and learning more every time we are there.  We hope to meet 
all of you who help.” 

Judy likes to do the tours and has been researching each of the displays. She has always liked learning as evidenced 
by her M.A. in History from James Madison University and by her twelve years of experience as a tour guide at Fioli 
in Woodside, CA. She also did audio recordings for Varsity Audio in San Jose for the blind and handicapped. Her 
interest in history and stories makes her an exciting tour guide at the Sharpsteen. She says currently she likes turning 
people on to Robert Louis Stevenson as she tells guests about his experiences in camping with his wife on their 
honeymoon at the abandoned mine on Mt. St. Helena. 

The Sharpsteen draws visitors from all over the world. Maria is uniquely qualified to 
greet them. She grew up as the daughter of the Philippine Ambassador to Argentina. One of 
her early memories is visiting the U.N. She vowed to work there and 18 years later she began 
her career at the U.N. “My 25 years of service at the U.N. was fascinating in spite of the long 
hours. The staff, composed of different races, religions, customs and upbringing, co-mingled 
and respected one another-- it was diplomacy in action.” Her job brought her into contact 
with “popes, kings, prime ministers, heads of state, presidents and other dignitaries.” Her 
work included a posting in Liberia, “a hardship post. I needed around 12 vaccines. There was 
no running water, electricity, and basic necessities were scarce, but I survived.” 

Maria lives most of the year in Calistoga but spends winters in southern California. She 
works extra hard during the months she’s here. She notes, “I thank the officers of the museum for formulating a system 
that makes it easy for me, as a new docent, to fulfill my duties and showcase the treasures of the museum to our guests 
whom I enjoy meeting.” 

Docent Prize Drawing for May and June 2017: Pat Larsen and Judy Cornils each won a $50 gift certificate to 
Cal Mart.Gold Star Awards to those docents working the most shifts this period: 10 shifts- Pat Larsen; 8 shifts- Wendy 
Watson; 7 shifts- Jackie Lang, Ellie Robinson; 5 shifts- Jo Ellen Noble. Marilyn Glaim, Docent Chair 

Docents: We Couldn’t Have Done It Without You! 

Maria Moreno Reyes 

Judy Parent & Patricia Murphy 

Best of the Best Docent team for May/June: 
 Bev Barnes Jackie Lang Ellie Robinson 
Kathy Bazzoli Pat Larsen Anne Scott 
Ray Branstetter Sylvia Marciano Sonya Spencer 
Judy Cornils Shelley Martin Rita Tucker 
Donna Dill Barbara Maxfield Josepha Walpen 
Lorne Glaim Emma Mazzola Wendy Watson 
Marilyn Glaim Kathy McCloskey DeAnn Wylie 
Linda Hanson Sue Morton Helen Yost 
Gisela Huesmann Jo Ellen Noble Ingrid Zehntner 
Marilyn Johnson Biserka Potrebic  

 

You should become a member of our 
Docent team! Contact Marilyn Glaim or 
simply stop by the museum & leave your 

name. We'll take care of the rest... 



 

CALENDAR 
AUGUST 

Wed., Aug. 9:  
10 AM. SMA Board 
Meeting.  
5:30 PM. SMF Board 
Meeting 
All members welcome. 
Sat., Aug. 26, 4-7 PM. 
Instant Wine Cellar 

SEPTEMBER 
Wed., Sept. 13, 10 AM. 
SMA Board Meeting. 

OCTOBER 
Wed., Oct. 11, 10 AM. 
SMA Board Meeting. 

NOVEMBER 
Wed., Nov. 8, 10 AM. 
SMA Board Meeting.  

DECEMBER 
Wed., Dec. 13, 10 AM. 
SMA Board Meeting. 
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GIFT SHOPPE FOR KIDS 
Are your kids or grandkids getting bored this summer? Underfoot; nothing 

to do? The museum store has an entire section dedicated to children’s small 
toys and whatnots. 

Let them explore the yard with our kaleidoscope Bug Eyes, pocket 
compasses & magnifying glasses. Our old fashioned wooden Yo-Yo’s and 
Cup & Ball toy will keep them occupied for hours. Try our Flying Insects kit 
or the mini Helicopter construction kit; they can even learn the game of 
Dominoes. A variety of sticker books, coloring books and sets of 12 coloring 
pencils are also available. This is only the beginning. 

Most items range in price from $1-$4 each. You can’t beat that for a 
summer of fun! Sonya Spencer, Buyer & Gift Shoppe Chair 
 Josepha Walpen, Co-Chair 


