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Classroom News 

   Ms. Emily’s class is studying about the 

forms of matter-solid, liquid, gas, 

introduction to the solar system, specifically 

the sun, and the important lesson of needs vs. 

wants. 

    Mrs. Honey’s and Ms. Cathy’s class are 

studying butterflies, and elements of the 

earth, and removing the seeds from the 

sunflower head. This class has released four 

butterflies and is awaiting the last chrysalis.  

    Miss Kelley’s class is studying the 

differences between living and non-living, 

forms of matter, and how animals travel.  

   Miss Tina’s class is studying about the 

elements of the earth-land, air, and water, 

the difference between living and nonliving, 

and apples. 
 

Extended/Late Day Schedule 
        (3:30-5:30)  

 Monday--- Movie 

Tuesday ---Gross Motor Activities 

Wednesday---Yoga with Ms. Bri 

Thursday----Art 

Friday---Puzzles and Games 

 

 Special Subjects Schedule 

Monday----Spanish with Ms. Becky 

Friday-----Music with Ms. Angela 

 

Fall Festival 

Thanks to everyone who came to the Fall 

festival. It was a beautiful day and a great 

turnout! 

 

Thank you 

Special thanks to Zoe’s nanny, Vanessa, for 

the art supplies! 

 

 

Notes from the 

Five-year-old Enrichment Program 
We have so many five-year old children this year 

that we have expanded our enrichment program to 

two separate classrooms. Ms. Angela and Mrs. 

Jones will be in one classroom with 18 children and 

Ms. Kat has 10 children in her classroom. We follow 

a specific schedule for lessons that extend what 

the morning class offers. This is a transitional 

program and there will be more opportunity to 

work in small groups and group instruction. A few 

of the activities are baking bread daily, learning a 

poem a month, working on handwriting, estimation, 

and doing some community service projects.  

 

Peace Day September   
  We will be celebrating Sept. 21 Peace Day by 

participating in the Pinwheels for Peace program.  

Pinwheels for Peace is an art installation project 

started in 2005 by two Art teachers, Ann Ayers 

and Ellen McMillan, of Coconut Creek, Florida, as a 

way for students to express their feelings about 

what’s going on in the world and in their lives. Last 

year (year 10), 2016, over 4.5 million pinwheels 

were spinning in over 3,500 locations all over the 

world. 

(http://www.pinwheelsforpeace.com/pinwheelsforp

eace/home.html) 

 

Meet the Teachers 
    We love sharing the bios of our teachers here 

at Montessori Children’s Garden. We are very 

fortunate and thankful to have such a qualified and 

experienced staff. More importantly, they are a 

kind, gentle and compassionate group of people. 

Out of the 15 teachers on staff, we have helped to 

educate 11 of those teachers’ children.  

     Mrs. Honey has been educating young children 

for the past 46 years!  She has travelled the world 

extensively with her late husband, Rex Honey. Mrs. 

Honey is most proud of her three daughters who 

have all pursued graduate degrees and are 

currently living in New York City, North Liberty, 

and Santiago, Chile. Mrs. Honey has an education 

degree from the University of Iowa as well as 

Montessori certification that she obtained in 

London. 

   Mrs. Jones has been teaching for 37 years and 

has three grown children, four grandsons, two 

dogs, and a husband and is not sure which one gives 

her the most trouble. She has two Montessori 
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certifications, one for early childhood and one for 

elementary education.  

   Ms. Kelley has three children and lives with her 

husband in Coralville. She has a master’s degree in 

social work from the University of UNC in Chapel 

Hill and Montessori certification. Ms. Kelley has 

been with our school for 7 years. 

    Ms. Cathy lives with her daughter Sarah next 

door to the school. Cathy has a degree in 

journalism from Grandview College in Des Moines 

as well as Montessori certification. Ms. Cathy has 

been here 10 years. 

    Ms. Tina lives in North Liberty with her 

husband and two children, Jack 7, and Owen, 5. 

Tina has traveled to Italy, Hawaii, and Africa 

through Camp Adventure and the Peace Corps. Tina 

has a degree from the University of Northern 

Iowa in health promotions as well as Montessori 

certification. She is the daughter-in-law of Mrs. 

Jones. Ms. Tina has been with the school for 11 

years. 

    Ms. Keely lives in Iowa with husband, Adam, and 

daughter, Pearl, and a rescue dog. She has a 

degree in psychology from the University of Iowa 

and completed her Montessori certification.  Ms. 

Keely has been with us for 6 years.  

    Ms. Reiko has a bachelor’s degree in 

arts/science as well as a master’s degree in 

physical education from the University of South 

Carolina. She resides in North Liberty with her 

husband, Ken, and two children. She spends her 

time following her son Izaya to football, baseball, 

and basketball. Ms. Reiko has been at the school 

for 8 years. 

     Ms. Rochelle lives in North Liberty with 

husband, Michael. Rochelle holds two master 

degrees, one in social work and one in Disabilities 

and Justice. She works at the Crisis Center of 

Iowa City after she leaves her morning stint here 

at Montessori. Ms. Rochelle has been involved in 

Montessori education her whole life being the 

daughter of Mrs. Honey and employed here for the 

past 15 years.  

   Ms. Cheryl lives with her husband in Iowa City. 

She has two grown children and a long-haired 

dachshund. She obtained a degree from the 

University of Kansas as well as Montessori 

certification. She worked in medical records for 

the university for many years but chose to come 

back to Montessori. Ms. Cheryl has been back for 5 

years. 

    Ms. Kat lives in Anamosa and has a degree in 

psychology and chemistry from Cornell College in 

Mount Vernon and Montessori certification. She is 

also our very own master gardener and has been 

key in developing our outdoor space. She’s been 

teaching for 4 years with us. 

     Ms. Liz has two children and lives in Iowa City 

with her husband. She has been affiliated with 

Montessori for the past 24 years, working at the 

Montessori School of Iowa City and now here with 

us for the past 4 years. Ms. Liz is a calm and loving 

presence to teachers and children alike.  

     Ms. Emily lives in North Liberty with her 

husband and two children Sam, 7 and Charlie, 2.  

Emily grew up with Montessori being the daughter 

of Mrs. Jones. She has an early childhood degree 

as well as Montessori certification. She’s been 

working in Montessori schools for the past 18 

years in various capacities. 

     Ms. Ada lives in Iowa City with her husband 

and daughter Skyler. She has a degree from 

Liaoning Teaching University in China and is 

currently working on her Montessori certification. 

She met her husband while teaching English in 

Korea and moved back to be near his family in Iowa 

City. This is Ms. Ada’s second year.  

      Ms. Joan lives in Iowa City with her husband 

and has three sons. Joan went to school at Eastern 

Illinois University and Sauk Valley College. She is 

currently a para-educator at Garner Elementary 

school before she comes to help us for extended 

day. This is Ms. Joan’s second year with us.  

      Ms. Angela lives in North Liberty with her two 

children, Amanda 13, and James 12.  She has a 

degree from UCLA in early childhood and 

kindermusic certification. She has been teaching 

music classes to young students at West Music for 

17 years.  Ms. Angela has been teaching our 

children music for the past 15 years and now we 

welcome her to the afternoon kindergarten 

enrichment program.              

       Ms. Becky has four children and lives in 

Coralville with her husband. Becky has an education 

and Spanish degree from University of Northern 

Iowa and has been director of music at West 

Music for 20 years. She teaches our weekly 

Spanish class.  

 

 



 

 



 



 


