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Storm Safety Tips

Always listen to storm warnings. It’s better to be prepared than to 
be caught in a dangerous situation.

Put a plan in place so if you’re warned of a severe weather event, you’re able to 
spring into action straight away. Your plan should include:

- Choose the safest place in your home or workplace to take shelter and  
  ensure everyone knows where it is
- Discuss with all parties where to meet and how to communicate, as well as  
  being aware of anyone with medical needs
- Create an emergency kit with batteries, medications, torches, gloves, a  
  radio, tools, food supplies, water, a first aid kit, blankets, clothing, a tarp  
  and rope, special items for babies, children and the elderly; in-car phone  
  charger, sleeping bags, plastic sheeting and bags (can be used for  
  sandbags and diverting water), scissors, candles, list of radio stations 
  and relevant websites, emergency contact numbers, camping stove,  
  toiletries, books and games for children
- Keep the kit in a waterproof container and be sure to check all items regularly
- Be aware of where you can access sandbags if required

Prepare your home:
- Check the condition of your roof and gutters
- Remove tree branches that lie close to your home
- Secure loose items
- Be sure to confirm all the details of your home and contents insurance
- Have a list of items that you would need to move off the ground in the event of  
  flooding
- Have spare water containers, camping stoves and appropriate fuel safely  
  stored and ready
- Be aware of how to safely turn off your power, water and gas if need be
- Move any chemicals or poisons above ground level
- Be sure to fill your car with petrol in advance so you’re not having to try 
  and fill up in the weather
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Before the storm hits:
- Tie down loose items in and around the yard
- Check on elderly neighbours
- Contact family members to ensure they aware of the warnings
- Close all windows and doors
- Bring pets indoors
- Park vehicles under cover
- Masking tape windows
- If you are situated in a low lying area, make plans to move to higher    
  ground and do this 
  well ahead of time
- Fill buckets and containers with clean water
- Unplug any and all appliances and be sure to avoid touching home  
  phones and electrical items during the storm
- Do not take a bath or shower during the storm
- In the event of a cyclone, make your way to the nearest community
  shelter ahead of time. If you have to stay home, take shelter in a small    
  room or stairwell, away from windows and doors and if possible, sit/lie  
  underneath heavy furniture or a mattress
- Secure important documents and precious irreplaceable items in a  
  waterproof container

During a storm
- Do not take shelter under trees or poles, or anything at risk of falling or  
  collapsing
- Do not drive through floodwaters no matter how big your car is or how  
  capable you feel your driving skills are. If it’s flooded, forget it.
- If you happen to be in your vehicle at the time a storm hits and cannot  
  safely make your way to a covered area, pull over (away from drains,  
  causeways, streams, rivers etc), and put on your hazard lights.

Get updates
- Radio and television
- Internet (weather bureau, SES and other emergency organisations)

TAKE CARE OUT THERE


